
A Report to

The Globe and Mail
Views Towards Oil Sands 
Development

January 24, 2008



STRICTLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 2

Introduction and Methodology

The Strategic Counsel is pleased to present findings of a survey of 500 Canadians.  Results 
are based on a proportionate national sample of Canadians 18 years of age or older. 

Interviews were conducted between January 22nd and January 23rd, 2008. 

The Strategic Counsel is pleased to present findings of a survey of 914 Albertans.  
– Proportionate provincial sample n=800

– Oversample Southern Alberta n=38

– Oversample Northern Alberta n=76

The results are have been weighted by age and region to be proportionate to a sample of 
800 Albertans, 18 years of age or older.  

Interviews were conducted between January 10th and January 13th, 2008. 

The following table outlines the sample distribution and associated margin of error.

Note:  Proportions may not sum to 100% due to rounding.
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Sample Distribution and Margin of Error
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How do Albertans describe their quality of life?

Q.   Overall, how would you describe the quality of life in your province, Alberta? Would you say that it is excellent, good, fair, poor or very poor?
Base: Total sample

54424Poor

2420181819Fair 

75525Total Very Poor/Poor

7075778076Total Excellent/Good

-1<1-<1DK/NA/Ref

211<11Very Poor

2623243927Excellent 

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

44

%
200

52

%
252

53

%
262

41

%
200

49

%
800

Region

Good

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Do Albertans think their quality of life has improved?

Q.   And has this quality of life improved, stayed about the same, or gone down in the last five years?
Base: Total sample

2729242626Improved

34364DK/NA/Ref

4638324538Stayed about the same

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

24

%
200

30

%
252

41

%
262

24

%
200

32

%
800

Region

Gone down

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Has the pace of economic development in Alberta been too fast?

Q.   Thinking about the pace of economic development in Alberta, would you personally say that the pace has been too fast, about right, or too slow?
Base: Total sample
Note: Numbers in brackets represent percentage excluding don’t know/no answer responses.

2

4

32

62
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

6163645941 (52)Too fast

3<13321DK/NA/Ref

2933303536 (45)About right

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

8

%
200

3

%
252

4

%
262

3

%
200

2 (3)

%
500

Region

Too slow

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA



STRICTLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 7

Have the oil sands been a good thing for Alberta?

Q.   As you know, one of the main factors creating economic growth in the province has been the oil sands projects. In thinking about the development of the oil sands do 
you feel that, overall, this has been a good thing or a bad thing for Alberta?  Is that very or somewhat?

Base: Total sample

1

12

2

10

4

44

39

83
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

1381085Somewhat of a bad thing

36334Both/neither (volunteered) 

181012109Total BAD THING

7683838679Total GOOD THING

3<1218DK/NA/Ref

52224Very bad thing

3438413944Very good thing

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

42

%
200

45

%
252

42

%
262

47

%
200

35

%
500

Region

Somewhat of a good thing

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA
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Have the oil sands been a good thing for Canada?

Q.   And thinking about the development of the oil sands do you feel that, overall, this has been a good thing or a bad thing for Canada?  Is that very or somewhat?
Base: Total sample

8Somewhat of a bad thing

4Both/neither (volunteered) 

13Total BAD THING

79Total GOOD THING

4DK/NA/Ref

5Very bad thing

41Very good thing

Jan 22-23

38

%
500

Somewhat of a good thing

n=

CANADA
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Has oil sands development been too fast?

Q.   And do you think oil sands development has been too fast, about right, or too slow?
Base: Total sample

4

5

48

43
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

5145423624Too fast

343516DK/NA/Ref

4147505252About right

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

5

%
200

5

%
252

5

%
262

8

%
200

8

%
500

Region

Too slow

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA
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Should there be limits on the pace of oil sands development?

Q.   There has been some discussion about the pace at which the oil sands should be developed.  Some people say that in order to manage the pace of development 
better only one big project at a time should be allowed.  Other people say that it is important to create as much economic development as possible and to place no 
limits on how quickly the oil sands should be developed.  Thinking of these two points of view, which one best reflects your own?

Base: Total sample

9

33

57

%
800

Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

5862545457
In order to manage the pace of 
development better only one big project 
at a time should be allowed.

91081110DK/NA/Ref

3328373533
It is important to create as much 
economic development as possible and 
to place no limits on how quickly the oil 
sands should be developed.

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
500

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA
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Has oil sands development had a positive effect on…?

Q.   For each of the following, can you please tell me whether you think the oil sands have had a positive, negative, or neutral effect.  The first is on… (READ AND 
ROTATE)

Base: Total sample

The quality of the environment

The cost of living

On your situation of life

The number of jobs in Alberta

The quality of life in Alberta

800n=

Total Alberta

88
89

56
60

43
22

17
27

7
8

6
5

22
16

44
64

18
30

29
28

5
2

21
14

13
9

62
38

61
55

2
5

2
10

5

2
6

3
10

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

Positive effect Neutral effect Negative effect DK/NA/Ref
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Has oil sands development had a positive effect on…? 
“The number of jobs in Alberta”

Q.   For each of the following, can you please tell me whether you think the oil sands have had a positive, negative, or neutral effect.  The first is on… (READ AND 
ROTATE)

Base: Total sample

2

5

6

88
%

800
Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

95442Negative effect

8386909089Positive effect

22215DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

7

%
200

8

%
252

5

%
262

4

%
200

5

%
500

Region

Neutral effect

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Has oil sands development had a positive effect on…?
“The quality of life in Alberta”

Q.   For each of the following, can you please tell me whether you think the oil sands have had a positive, negative, or neutral effect.  The first is on… (READ AND 
ROTATE)

Base: Total sample

2

21

22

56
%

800
Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

2021192214Negative effect

5658535660Positive effect

112210DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

23

%
200

20

%
252

26

%
262

20

%
200

16

%
500

Region

Neutral effect

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Has oil sands development had a positive effect on…? 
“On your situation and life”

Q.   For each of the following, can you please tell me whether you think the oil sands have had a positive, negative, or neutral effect.  The first is on… (READ AND 
ROTATE)

Base: Total sample

1

13

44

43
%

800
Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

181310119Negative effect

3843464222Positive effect

212<15DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

43

%
200

43

%
252

42

%
262

46

%
200

64

%
500

Region

Neutral effect

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Has oil sands development had a positive effect on…? 
“The cost of living”

Q.   For each of the following, can you please tell me whether you think the oil sands have had a positive, negative, or neutral effect.  The first is on… (READ AND 
ROTATE)

Base: Total sample

2

62

18

17
%

800
Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

6364665338Negative effect

1918152127Positive effect

2<1256DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

16

%
200

18

%
252

17

%
262

22

%
200

30

%
500

Region

Neutral effect

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Has oil sands development had a positive effect on…? 
“The quality of the environment”

Q.   For each of the following, can you please tell me whether you think the oil sands have had a positive, negative, or neutral effect.  The first is on… (READ AND 
ROTATE)

Base: Total sample

3

61

29

7
%

800
Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

6163635355Negative effect

106788Positive effect

324410DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

26

%
200

28

%
252

26

%
262

35

%
200

28

%
500

Region

Neutral effect

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Should there be a more stringent approval process for oil sands 
development projects?

Q.   In thinking about the oil sands development, some people have said that the projects are so big and can have such a large impact on the province that the approval 
process must be much more stringent and take into account things like economic and environmental impacts much more than they do now.  Other people say that the 
approval process should be left as is, since if it is more stringent this will slow the pace of development and will hurt the overall economic growth of the province.  
Thinking of these two points of view, which one best reflects your own?

Base: Total sample

7

31

62

%
800

Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

6163645864

The projects are so big and can have 
such a large impact on the province that 
the approval process must be much 
more stringent and take into account 
things like economic and environmental 
impacts much more than they do now.

77789DK/NA/Ref

3230293427

The approval process should be left as 
is, since if it is more stringent this will 
slow the pace of development and will 
hurt the overall economic growth of the 
province.

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
500

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA
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How much have each of the following benefited from the 
development of the oil sands…?

Q.   And now for the following, please tell me how much you feel each has benefited from the development of the oil sands; that is have they benefited a great deal, 
somewhat, not too much of not at all?  The first is…

Base: Total sample

68
59People in the rest of Canada

88
90The people of Alberta

96
92Companies developing the oil sands

93
88The provincial government

%

Total a Great 
Deal/Somewhat

85
84

69

72

39

55

17

9

11
8

24

16

49

35

51

50

2
1

3

3

8

3

20

25

1

1

2

2

2

9

11

2

6

3

8

2

5

3

6

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

Albertans

Canadians

A great deal Somewhat
Not too much Not at all
DK/NA/Ref
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How much have each of the following benefited from the 
development of the oil sands…? 
“Companies developing the oil sands”

2

2

<1

2

11

85

96
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

122-1Not too much

233-2Total Not Too Much/Not At All

9596959792Total A Great Deal/Somewhat

31236DK/NA/Ref

111-1Not at all

7984878884A great deal

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

16

%
200

12

%
252

8

%
262

9

%
200

8

%
500

Region

Somewhat

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA

Q.   And now for the following, please tell me how much you feel each has benefited from the development of the oil sands; that is have they benefited a great deal, 
somewhat, not too much of not at all?  The first is…

Base: Total sample
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How much have each of the following benefited from the 
development of the oil sands…? 
“The provincial government”

3

4

1

3

24

69

93
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

35323Not too much

56435Total Not Too Much/Not At All

8893959488Total A Great Deal/Somewhat

72138DK/NA/Ref

21112Not at all

6769726872A great deal

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

21

%
200

24

%
252

23

%
262

26

%
200

16

%
500

Region

Somewhat

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA

Q.   And now for the following, please tell me how much you feel each has benefited from the development of the oil sands; that is have they benefited a great deal, 
somewhat, not too much of not at all?  The first is…

Base: Total sample



STRICTLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 21

How much have each of the following benefited from the 
development of the oil sands…? 
“The people of Alberta”

2

10

2

8

49

39

88
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

714573Not too much

1015785Total Not Too Much/Not At All

8884919190Total A Great Deal/Somewhat

21215DK/NA/Ref

31212Not at all

4137404155A great deal

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

47

%
200

47

%
252

51

%
262

50

%
200

35

%
500

Region

Somewhat

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA

Q.   And now for the following, please tell me how much you feel each has benefited from the development of the oil sands; that is have they benefited a great deal, 
somewhat, not too much of not at all?  The first is…

Base: Total sample
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How much have each of the following benefited from the 
development of the oil sands…? 
“People in the rest of Canada”

3

29

9

20

51

17

68
%

800
Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

1922211925Not too much

3131292436Total Not Too Much/Not At All

6566687259Total A Great Deal/Somewhat

43346DK/NA/Ref

1398511Not at all

141616219A great deal

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

51

%
200

50

%
252

52

%
262

51

%
200

50

%
500

Region

Somewhat

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA

Q.   And now for the following, please tell me how much you feel each has benefited from the development of the oil sands; that is have they benefited a great deal, 
somewhat, not too much of not at all?  The first is…

Base: Total sample
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Has immigration and migration to Alberta had a positive impact?

Q.   The oil sands development has bought people from all over Canada and other parts of the world to Alberta. Has this had a mostly positive impact on Alberta, neither a 
positive nor a negative impact, or a mostly negative impact on Alberta? 

Base: Total sample

4647574951Mostly positive impact

32322DK/NA/Ref

2931273330Neither a positive nor a negative impact

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

23

%
200

20

%
252

14

%
262

17

%
200

18

%
800

Region

Mostly negative impact

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Do Albertans support building a nuclear power plant?

Q.   There has been some discussion of building a nuclear power plant in the province in order to provide the energy for extracting oil from the sands.  Overall do you 
strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose the building of a nuclear power plant in Alberta? 

Base: Total sample

4741464144Total OPPOSE

2723272225Strongly oppose

4853515752Total SUPPORT

56424DK/NA/Ref

2018191919Somewhat oppose

1718192119Strongly support

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

31

%
200

35

%
252

32

%
262

35

%
200

33

%
800

Region

Somewhat support

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Does reduced greenhouse gas emissions change people’s 
minds?

Q.   At present, natural gas is used as the energy source to extract oil from the sands and this is creating greenhouse gases.  Thinking about the nuclear power station 
again, if using nuclear power to extract oil reduced greenhouse gases, would you be strongly supportive, somewhat supportive, somewhat opposed, or strongly 
opposed to the building of a nuclear power station in the province? 

Base: Those respondents who are strongly or somewhat opposed or “don’t know” in Q.36

5260594756Total OPPOSED

2730343031Strongly opposed

4232355038Total SUPPORTIVE

68636DK/NA/Ref

2531251725Somewhat opposed

66877Strongly supportive

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

36

%
100

26

%
123

27

%
123

43

%
83C

31

%
382

Region

Somewhat supportive

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Should farmers and ranchers get priority access to water over oil 
extraction companies?

Q.   Both ranchers and farmers and the oil sands development require large amounts of the province’s water. Who among these two should have priority in accessing 
water? Should it be farmers and ranchers or the oil sands development? 

Base: Total sample

8484808783Farmers and ranchers

9911910DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

7

%
200

7

%
252

9

%
262

5

%
200

7

%
800

Region

The oil sands development

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Do Albertans believe the recent decision to increase oil and gas
royalty rate will impact the pace of development?

Q.   As you may recall, the Stelmach government recently increased the oil and gas royalty paid to the province. Do you think that this will result in a decline in oil and gas 
development or that there will be no change in the pace of development? 

Base: Total sample

6774556565No change in the pace of development

2620402929Decline in oil and gas development

77566DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
800

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
ALBERTA
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Do natural resources belong to all Canadians or to just the people 
in the province where the resource is found?

Q.   Each of the provinces possesses their own unique natural resources – from the fisheries on the East coast, to agriculture on the prairies and so on.  Do you think of 
these resources as belonging to all Canadians or only to the people who live in the province where the resource is found? 

Base: Total sample

3

42

55

%
800

Jan 10-13
ALBERTA

4957555466Belonging to all Canadians

53525DK/NA/Ref

4640404429Belonging to the people who live in the 
province where the resource is found

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
500

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthCANADA
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Should natural resource revenues be shared?

Q.   As you may know, under the Canadian constitution, provinces receive ALL royalty payments from resources that are extracted from within their provincial boundaries. 
Do you think this money should be shared equally with all Canadians regardless of the province where they live; part should be shared with other Canadians but the 
majority should go to the people who live in that province; or that the current system is fair, and the money should belong only to the people in that province? 

Base: Total sample

2

9

32

57

%
800

Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

3530333419
Current system is fair, and the money 
should belong only to the people in that 
province

5163565252
Part should be shared with other 
Canadians but the majority should go to 
the people who live in that province

146101024Shared equally with all Canadians 
regardless of the province they live

11235DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
500

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Should oil and gas revenues be shared?

Q.   The government of Alberta has just announced that it will record a budget surplus, largely as a result of the increased royalties it receives from rising energy prices.
Some people say that while rising oil prices help Alberta, this money should be shared with the other provinces that are hurt by higher energy costs.
Others say that oil prices rise and fall all the time and that all provinces, including Alberta, should be allowed to keep the revenues from their resources. Which one of 
these two points of view best represents your own?   

Base: Total sample

6

30

64

%
800

Jan 10-13

ALBERTA

6964626230
Oil prices rise and fall all the time and 
all provinces, including Alberta, should 
be allowed to keep the revenues from 
their resources

2729333164
While rising oil prices help Alberta, this 
money should be shared with the other 
provinces that are hurt by higher energy 
costs

47565DK/NA/Ref

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 22-23 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
500

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouth
CANADA
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Do Albertans believe there is enough fresh water to meet the 
needs in future years?

Q.   Do you believe that there is enough fresh water in Alberta to meet the needs of Alberta residents and industries given the current pace of development of the oil sands 
and oil production in general? Yes/No 

Base: Total sample

3137364437Yes

1110111311DK/NA/Ref

5853534452No

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
800

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Are Albertans concerned about the availability of fresh water in
future years? 

Q.   How concerned are you about the availability of fresh water for Alberta residents and industries in future years? Are you very concerned, somewhat concerned, not 
too concerned, or not at all concerned? 

Base: Total sample

1718162018Total NOT CONCERNED

44624Not at all concerned

8382837882Total CONCERNED

--12<1DK/NA/Ref

1314111814Not too concerned

4944463945Very concerned

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

34

%
200

38

%
252

37

%
262

40

%
200

37

%
800

Region

Somewhat concerned

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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Do Albertans believe that the development of the oil sands is 
having a negative impact on climate change? 

Q.   Do you believe that the development of the oil sands is having a negative impact on climate change? Yes/No 
Base: Total sample

6368665865Yes

66756DK/NA/Ref

3127273730No

Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13Jan 10-13 Jan 10-13

%
200

%
252

%
262

%
200

%
800

Region

n=

NorthEdmontonCalgarySouthALBERTA
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How concerned are Albertans that the development of the oil 
sands is having a negative impact on climate change?

Q.   How concerned are you that the oil sand development is having a negative impact on climate change? Are you very concerned, somewhat concerned, not too 
concerned, or not at all concerned? 

Base: Total sample

3028273028Total NOT CONCERNED

981189Not at all concerned

6772726870Total CONCERNED

3<1121DK/NA/Ref

2120162219Not too concerned

2829232025Very concerned
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