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A girl stands at the edge of a crater created by a Russian cruise missile in Kyiv on Feb. 25.
Photographer Anton Skyba is a native of Ukraine’s Donbas region and a long-time collaborator
with The Globe and Mail’s Mark MacKinnon. ANTON SKYBA/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

A letter to readers
about our Ukraine coverage

here is something about journalism that
makes those observers of the human spirit

Jawed had been abandoned by the Canadian gov-
ernment despite being employed by the Depart-

TORONTO - OAKVILLE - GUELPH head toward danger and not away fromit. ment of National Defence during the Afghan con-
Inthe weeks leading up to theinvasion of flict and The Globe had to all intents and purposes
KNAR.COM Ukraine, the foreign desk and senior editors were adopted him and his family as we worked incessant-
living parallel lives, directing coverage of the Winter ly to try to get him from his temporary stopping
Olympics in Beijing and planning for war in Europe. point of Kyiv and onward to Canada and a new life.
As the Russian troops assembled, we could not fore- War would make that impossible.
STUDIOS | GARDENSHEDS | CABINS see the action that would unfold but we did assume Also on the front lines in the early days was our
GAZEBOS | POOLHOUSES | GARAGES the worst. And that came, with the multipronged as- recently returned Beijing correspondent Nathan
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saults into Ukraine on Feb 24.

The Globe and Mail’s rich history of foreign cov-
erage, underpinned by generations of investment in
our overseas bureaus, has always been appreciated
by our readers. We take pride in bringing stories
from around the world, always with a Canadian per-
spective but not always with a Canadian connec-
tion.

In the weeks before Ukraine we had completed
deeply reported text and visual work on the shores
of the Nile by our correspondents Eric Reguly, nor-
mally based in Rome, and Geoffrey York, based in
Johannesburg. The Globe and Mail is the only Cana-
dian news organization in Africa on a full-time basis.

But in addition to focusing on under-covered ar-
eas of the world, we also employ vastly experienced
reporters who are true subject experts.

Mark MacKinnon, our senior international corre-
spondent, is based in London, with previous post-
ings of Jerusalem, Beijing and Moscow. As a news
fireman, his remit is to go where the news is, com-
bining his reporter eye with the analysis that only
experience can bring. Who can forget his work from
Afghanistan just last summer? Mark has returned
time and again to Ukraine, and Moscow, recognizing
over the years that the flashpoint of Europe would
return to these borders. That was why Mark was in
Ukraine weeks before the invasion, as we sensed his-
tory on the move. You will have seen his front-line
dispatches, which are only achievable because of his
extensive network built by years of attention on the
story, and by unsurpassed personal bravery.

Mark was in Kyiv because the storm clouds were
gathering, the Russians were moving toward the Uk-
raine border but also because of unfinished busi-
ness from his time in Afghanistan. Mark wanted to
check on Jawed Hagmal, an Afghan refugee who
Mark had managed to help escape the Taliban.

{ NOTE TO READERS }

VanderKlippe, who now lives in Vancouver. We sent
him in to Ukraine to ensure we had other coverage
beyond the capital. Nathan travelled through the
southeastern edges to Odesa until the military risks
became too great with the war under way and we
withdrew to Romania and Moldova.

And Paul Waldie, also based in London, flew to
Warsaw so he could bear witness to what is expected
to be the largest movement of refugees since the
Second World War. In one week of war, more than
one million people have fled their homes. As many
as seven million could become refugees during this
conflict, according to the United Nations. We are
committed to telling their stories. Also outside the
conflict zone, Eric Reguly had moved to Brussels and
NATO headquarters and James Griffiths in Beijing
broke vacation to file on the response of the Chinese
government to the invasion. We flew Emma Graney
from Calgary and Janice Dickson and Marieke Walsh
from Ottawa to Berlin, Istanbul and Tallinn. Our
business reporters and columnists joined the all-of-
editorial response to ensure the business communi-
ty and investors were kept up to date with the ex-
traordinary developments, from asset freezing and
sanctions to market and currency turmoil.

Butitisn’t just the correspondents who bring you
thenews. The teamis anchored by our foreign editor
Angela Murphy and her deputy Belinda Lloyd, who
have barely slept as the tanks moved. A team of
news editors, again many working in the night, have
handled the copy - more than 210 stories filed in a
week that is satisfying huge reader interest.

It was a week that changed the world, and the
changes aren’t over yet. We thank you for your con-
tinued interest and support.

David Walmsley
Editor-in-Chief

The Classifieds can be found in
the news section today on A21.
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Attack on power plant sparks fear, fury

Russian assault caused
fire at Europe’s largest
nuclear facility, but
officials say technicians
were able to shut down
reactors without leaks

NATHAN VANDERKLIPPE
BUCHAREST

Ukrainian operators remain at
the helm of Europe’s largest nu-
clear power plant, but Russian
forces have seized control of the
station - a situation the head of
the International Atomic Energy
Agency described Friday as a state
of “normal abnormality.”

Only one of the six reactors at
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Station continues to generate
electricity after two were discon-
nected in an emergency oper-
ation when the station was at-
tacked overnight. The plant nor-
mally produces a fifth of Uk-
raine’s electricity.

The unprecedented military
assault on an operational nuclear
facility - which left three dead and
two wounded, according to local
authorities - has raised global
alarm over the potential for a nu-
clear catastrophe. In Ukraine, it
has stirred fury.

“People of Ukraine! We sur-
vived the night that could have
stopped the course of history —
history of Ukraine, history of Eu-
rope,” President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky said in a video address Fri-
day morning. He used the attack
on Zaporizhzhia to repeat calls for
further European intervention.
Ukraine has demanded the en-
forcement of a no-fly zone, which
European leaders have rejected
for fear of engaging in direct con-
flict with Russia.

“Ukraine has 1snuclear units. If
there is an explosion, it is the end
of everything. The end of Europe -
this is the evacuation of Europe,”
Mr. Zelensky said. “Only immedi-
ate European action can stop Rus-
sian troops.”

%

Smoke rises on Friday from a badly damaged training building hit by a projectile near the reactor complex at
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Station in southern Ukraine. Russian forces now control the site.

But regulators, experts and a
manager at Zaporizhzhia said the
plant, built between 1984 and
1995, has continued to operateina
way that poses little unusual risk.
“The safety systems of the six re-
actors at the plant were not affect-
ed - at all,” said Rafael Grossi, the
director-general of the atomic en-
ergy agency. “There has been no
release of radioactive material.”

As Russian forces attacked the
station overnight, a projectile
struck a training building located
several hundred metres from the
reactor complex, sparking a fire.
The flames were extinguished by
sunrise, but a picture shared with
The Globe and Mail shows exten-
sive damage to the top three
floors of the building.

Russian state media blamed
Ukraine for setting the fire as a
provocation, but the projectile
came “from the Russian forces,”

Mr. Grossi said. He offered to per-
sonally travel to Chernobyl,
which has also fallen under Rus-
sian control, to find solutions to
what he called a “very, very frag-
ile, very unstable” situation.

The attack also damaged civil
infrastructure in Enerhodar, the
nearby community where many
of the power plant’s 11,000 work-
ers live. On Friday, their homes
were going cold after a municipal
heating system stopped working.

Inside Zaporizhzhia, mean-
while, technicians and engineers
were able to do shift changes after
some worked for 20 hours to
maintain operations as the sta-
tion came under attack. Atabout1
a.m. Friday, when Enerhodar May-
or Dmytro Orlov warned on Tele-
gram about “fierce fighting” at the
approach to the power plant,
Units 2 and 3 were taken out of
service and placed into a cool-

down procedure.

Such a procedure can be stress-
ful, particularly for people work-
ing far beyond their normal
hours, said Viacheslav Varvarov, a
nuclear engineer who overseesre-
actor operations.

But “it is not an emergency
from the point of view of nuclear
safety,” he said. “Itis carried outin
strict compliance with operating
instructions and technological
regulations.”

Regulators and operators have
reported no loss of electricity to
the plant, which makes it a “nor-
mal shutdown,” said Karine Her-
viou, who is in charge of the nu-
clear safety division at the French
Institute for Radiological Protec-
tion and Nuclear Safety, where
she is deputy director-general.

Shutdown of the nuclear reac-
tion in a unit takes seconds, she
said. But the evacuation of resid-

ual heat can take weeks and re-
quires power to complete. “This is
why they need to have a supply of
water and a supply of electricity,”
Ms. Herviou said. At Zaporizhz-
hia, each reactor is equipped with
four diesel generators with suffi-
cient fuel to provide backup elec-
tricity for seven to 10 days.

Upgrades made after the Fu-
kushima disaster in Japan also
make it possible to use mobile
equipment to connect pumps or
other electrical backup equip-
ment if those generators are lost,
Ms. Herviou said.

“There are several defence
lines before having a risk of core
melt in the plant.”

Such international assurances
are at odds with the stark lan-
guage employed by the State Nu-
clear Regulatory Inspectorate of
Ukraine, which issued a warning
Friday morning that “the loss of
the possibility to cool down nu-
clear fuel will lead to significant
radioactive releases into the envi-
ronment.”

Any such event “may exceed all
previous accidents at nuclear
power plants,” it said.

Such an event has not, howev-
er, taken place. Cooling oper-
ations remain functional at Zapo-
rizhzhia, and the dire warning
raised concern among industry
observers.

“I have never seen a regulator
exaggerate risks like that, but I
understand why Ukraine is doing
it,” said Jeremy Gordon, a nuclear
energy communications consult-
ant. “Ukrainian authorities have
been deliberately exaggerating
risks as a way to rally support and
further demonize Russia.”

For those working to keep Za-
porizhzhia operational, however,
the bombardment of their place
of work has created genuine fear.

Plant employees should be
forced to think that the attacking
forces “are hitting nuclear power
units with tanks,” Mr. Varvarov
said. “This is the 21st century,
when the whole world has gone
through Chernobyl and Fukushi-
ma. Every projectile, or even a
shot, can be fatal.”
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How COVID-19 has reshaped our friendships

Social circles have
narrowed in many ways
over the course of the
pandemic, resulting in
fewer but perhaps also
deeper relationships

DAVE McGINN

demic, Siddiga Sadig would

pour herself a glass of wine, log
on to her computer from her
home south of Montreal and en-
joy a weekly virtual hang-out
with nine close friends.

They’d chat about their day,
talk about the stresses of working
from home and share stories of
how their children were doing.

But as the weeks and months
passed by, that list of friends was
eventually whittled down to just
two.

“We don’t even have a group
chat any more,” says Ms. Sadiq, a
41-year-old who works for an in-
surance company.

There were no fights or dis-
agreements that ended those
friendships for Ms. Sadiq. She
simply realized she prefers “qual-
ity over quantity,” and that hav-
ing a smaller number of friends
makes her a better friend.

“I'm going to be more available
to you. If you need me to hear you
out, 'm actually going to hear
you out,” she says. “I've realized I
don’t need a big group of friends.
It’s just a lot of work.”

The pandemic narrowed our
social circles in many ways, put-
ting a spotlight on all kinds of re-
lationships. Lockdowns meant
much less opportunity to spend
time with large groups of people
at social gatherings and celebra-
tions. Bubbling required us to
pick the loved ones we most want
and need in our lives. People who
worked from home lost touch
with their office friends, and the
shutdown of spaces such as gyms
and rinks meant losing regular
connections from pick-up sports
teams and fitness classes. Conse-
quently, many of us reshaped
how and why we value our friend-
ships.

“The pandemic has made us go
through a friendship audit,” says
Kate Leaver, author of The Friend-
ship Cure: Reconnecting in the Mod-
ern World.

“We have a finite amount of en-
ergy, and we have to dole it out
between the people in our lives
and the tasks we have to do. That
has been more and more deplet-
ed by the task of having to survive
through a global pandemic,” she
says.

Just as the pandemic has put
constraints on the time and ener-
gy we have to devote to others, so
too has it made the friendships
people are maintaining deeper,
richer, more meaningful, Ms.

In the early days of the pan-

Siddiqa Sadiq plans on
maintaining a small
number of friendships for
the foreseeable future.
CHRISTINNE MUSCHI/

THE GLOBE AND MAIL

We have a finite
amount of energy,
and we have to dole
it out between the
people in our lives
and the tasks we
have to do. That has
been more and more
depleted by the task
of having to survive
through a global
pandemic.

KATE LEAVER
AUTHOR

Leaver says.

“Going through difficulty or
conflict or emotional upheaval is
one of the great bonding agents
between human beings of all
time,” she says.

Olivia Crossman, a 31-year-old
public servant living in Ottawa,
has bubbled since the beginning
of the pandemic with a friend she
has known since she was in grade
school.

Talking to her about how diffi-
cult it has been to raise her two
young children during COVID-19
has made them closer than ever,
Ms. Crossman says, owing to the
vulnerability of those conversa-
tions.

“It’s not just how much time
we spend together, it’s what we’re
going through and talking
about,” she says.

Robin Dunbar, an anthropolo-
gist and evolutionary psycholo-
gist at Oxford University, is fa-
mous within the social sciences
for what’s known as “Dunbar’s
number.” His research indicates
that human beings are only capa-
ble of maintaining a maximum of
150 friendships.

Those friendships are com-
posed of different layers best
thought of as concentric circles.
The innermost circle is typically
composed of the three to five
people with whom we are closest,
usually including our spouse.

“We refer to them as the shoul-
der-to-cry-on friends,” Prof. Dun-
bar says. “They’re the ones who

What do relaxed health restrictions mean for
vaccinated individuals in the face of Omicron?

CARLY WEEKS HEALTH REPORTER

he Omicron variant has
T made it easier for vaccinat-
ed individuals to catch and
spread COVID-19, but experts say
it’s clear people who have re-
ceived two or three doses are sig-
nificantly less likely to transmit
the virus compared with people
who are unvaccinated.
The issue of transmission

among vaccinated individuals
has become increasingly heated

in recent weeks, as some officials,
such as Saskatchewan Premier
Scott Moe, falsely claim vaccina-
tion is not enough to stop virus
spread.

As more provinces move to re-
lax health restrictions and elimi-
nate vaccine requirements for
recreation facilities, restaurants
and other indoor spaces, Cana-
dians who have been vaccinated
could find themselves sharing
more space with people who
have yet to receive a first dose. Re-
search shows that the risk of CO-

VID-19 tends to increase when
unvaccinated individuals infect-
ed with the virus spend time in-
doors with others.

Given that unvaccinated peo-
ple are more likely to get infected
and spread COVID-19 compared
with people who have received
two or three doses, “there certain-
ly are risks associated with relax-
ing the vaccine passports,” Jeff
Kwong, a scientist with Public
Health Ontario and senior scien-
tist at ICES, a research institute
based at Toronto’s Sunnybrook
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will drop everything when your
world drops into crisis.”

Typically, about 40 per cent of
our available social time is spent
with that inner core, he says. An-
other 20 per cent is spent with the
10 people in the next layer out.
And just as we spend less time
with the friends in each subse-
quent layer, so too does our emo-
tional connection to them dimin-
ish.

In terms of numbers of friends,
most people will probably end up
with the same as prior to the pan-
demic, Prof. Dunbar says, because
our drive to be social is simply too
strong.

However, thatis not to say we’ll
go back to having the same rela-
tionships with all the people we
were friends with before. The
number may be constant, but the
people occupying those concen-
tric circles are in continual flux.
Friendship dynamics often shift
because of life events: job transi-
tions, moving to a different lo-
cale, marriage, parenthood. And
the pandemic may have brought
about the biggest churn any of us
have ever experienced.

Friendships are formed thanks
to shared interests, whether it’s a
love of sports or even disliking
the same person at work, Ms.
Leaver explains.

“At the core of successful
friendship is just something that
you have in common. That’s
where the spark begins.”

But over time, friends must al-

Health Sciences Centre, said in an
e-mail.

Omicron has only been circu-
lating for a short time, which
means scientists are still trying to
understand aspects of how and
why it is more transmissible. But
research indicates vaccinated
people are less likely to transmit
the virus than the unvaccinated
for a few reasons, including being
infectious for a shorter period of
time owing to a faster immune-
system response.

Studying virus transmissibility
is complex, particularly during an
urgent public-health crisis such
as the pandemic. For that reason,
Dr. Kwong said, scientists often
look to rates of household trans-
mission because the variables are
easier to control and it’s much
easier to understand virus spread
in a household than in a restau-
rant, mall or other public place.

Researchers in Denmark pub-
lished a preprint (a study that has
not yet been published or peer-
reviewed) in late December that
showed how likely infected indi-
viduals are to transmit the virus
to members of their household.
The study found the secondary
attack rate for the Omicron varia-
nt, or the likelihood of a house-
hold becoming infected after one
individual brings the virus home,
is 31 per cent. When the Delta vari-
ant was the dominant virus in cir-
culation, the secondary attack
rate was 21 per cent. The research
found unvaccinated individuals
were more likely to transmit the
virus. People who had received a
booster were less likely to, even
compared with people who had
received two doses of a COVID-19
vaccine.

Experts say that unvaccinated
individuals are more likely to
transmit Omicron because they
have a higher overall viral load
when infected compared with
people who have received two or

most always share core values,
she says, and nothing has both re-
vealed and tested people’s beliefs
the way the pandemic has.

Even some very close friends
have discovered they disagree on
issues such as masking or vaccine
passports.

“That can be very confront-
ing,” Ms. Leaver says.

On a more positive note, the
pandemic may help us readjust
our understanding of friendship
in the real world, versus chasing
“friends” online, says Adam Pos-
wolsky, author of Friendship in the
Age of Loneliness.

“I think people have realized
that depth is more important
than breadth, which I think is re-
ally healthy for the next genera-
tion,” he says. “Friendship takes
time. It’s not something you can
swipe right for.”

The friendships Ms. Crossman
hasn’t been maintaining aren’t
over, she says, describing some as
simply “on pause.”

“When would we see each oth-
er? At weddings. What have we
not been doing? Going to wed-
dings. Or baby showers or bache-
lorette parties.”

As for Ms. Sadiq, she plans on
maintaining a small number of
friendships for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

“You know how we’re sup-
posed to have 10 people from two
different households?” she says.
“I think that’s just going to be my
life norm now.”

three doses. Meanwhile, vaccinat-
ed individuals who become in-
fected with Omicron are more
likely to clear the virus quicker
than those who have not been
vaccinated.

Danish researchers published
an updated study last month, af-
ter a subvariant of Omicron,
called BA.2, began circulating.
That study found that the rate of
infection in households rose to 39
per cent with the new subvariant,
compared with 29 per cent in
households with the original Om-
icron strain (known as BA.1). The
research shows the rate of trans-
mission is higher in unvaccinated
people; those who received two
or three doses were less likely to
transmit the virus.

Bill Hanage, an epidemiologist
at the Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health, said that like ev-
erything else in the pandemic, it
will take time to have definitive
answers about virus spread. But
anyone wanting proof that vac-
cines are slowing transmission
should look at the rapidly falling
number of cases and hospitaliza-
tions, he added.

While Omicron has spread
quickly, it hasn’t infected any-
where near enough people to ac-
count for the decline in cases
we're seeing to be through natu-
ral immunity alone, Dr. Hanage
said.

Dr. Kwong said it’s important
for people to keep their expecta-
tions about the benefits of vac-
cines in check. While vaccines
may not be able to stop all CO-
VID-19 transmission, they work
remarkably well at preventing se-
vere illness and death, and that’s
what needs to be emphasized, he
said.

“The main job of the vaccine is
to prevent severe illness,” Dr.
Kwong said. “If you're vaccinated,
you're less likely to transmit it to
your family members.”
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Why has Newfoundland shut down Chase the Ace?

The province has
refused to issue lottery
licences for the popular
charity fundraiser for
two years, and players
still question the reason

GREG MERCER GANDER, N.L.

ind-whipped rain is lash-
Wing at the walls of the

Gander Elks Lodge,
threatening to carry off the whole
building, but inside the air is fro-
zen stiff with anticipation.

Dozens of people are sitting in-
tently around grey foldable tables
inside this hall in central New-
foundland, clutching brightly col-
oured markers that they jab at
stacks of paper whenever a
booming voice from a loudspeak-
er punctures the silence.“B73.”
“GS6.” “065. “N43."

The tension doesn’t break un-
til someone finally yells it out:
“I've got a bingo!”

It’s Thursday night at the Elks
Lodge, a 7o-year-old hall near the
Trans-Canada Highway in Gan-
der, which has long meant time
for bingo in this Newfoundland
and Labrador town of about
13,500 people. About 60 die-hard
bingo fans are here on this night
for some of the first in-person
bingo games played in the prov-
ince since the Omicron variant
shut down gatherings like these
in December.

Bingo has long been religion in
Canada’s easternmost province,
and players were in a celebratory
mood as they entered the hall,
paying about $30 each for a
chance at a $500 jackpot. But
while Newfoundlanders love
their games of chance, possibly
more than any other Canadians,
there’s one lottery they can’t play
right now: Chase the Ace.

These community-run lotter-
ies, where players crowd into
halls to buy tickets for a weekly
chance to draw the winning ace
of spades, swept Newfoundland

Lenie Jor

\Lucky 7

Verna Kiely, left, and Eva Studholm can play bingo and socialize at the Elks Lodge in Gander, N.L., on Thursday
nights. But Chase the Ace is no longer available despite its popularity. GREG LOCKE/GREG LOCKE

by storm after they first arrived
less than a decade ago. For the
past two years, however, the
province has refused to issue lot-
tery licences to church and com-
munity groups who've relied on
Chase the Ace to raise millions
for local causes.

The official reason, according
to the department of govern-
ment services, is public-health
concerns. Chase the Ace lotteries,
they say, can draw larger crowds
than other popular games such
as bingo, and these in-person
events can’t be controlled.

Not everyone inside the Elks
Lodge buys that explanation.

“There’s something fishy going
on here,” said Luc Chouinard, the
past president of the Elks Lodge.

“They say there’s a ‘licensing
issue’ with Chase the Ace, but
they can't tell us why.”

The Elks in Gander have held
two Chase the Ace events in the
past, generating about $15,000 in
total profit for the service group.
That money goes into a charita-
ble fund that helps pay for every-

thing from prom gowns for local
teenagers to lunch programs for
school children to flights for can-
cer patients.

The province says it’s refusing
to license the wildly popular
Chase the Ace games because,
despite gathering and physical
distancing restrictions that apply
to all venues, Chase the Ace is a
special case - even as the prov-
ince is opening up, like other
places.

“Bingo events are typically
held at venues where participa-
nts are seated and social distanc-
ing can be maintained. Chase the
Ace events draw larger crowds,
and, while seating may be avail-
able, participants are often stand-
ing, sometimes making it diffi-
cult to maintain social distanc-
ing,” said Krista Dalton, spokes-
person for the department of
government services.

“The decision not to license
these events at this time is strictly
due to public-health measures.”

In 2019, 88 Chase the Ace lot-
tery licences were issued in the

province. Newfoundland hasn’t
approved a Chase the Ace lottery
since March, 2020. But Mr. Choui-
nard, and others, think contro-
versies connected to some com-
munity-run lotteries may be
playing a role in that.

In 2017, the province froze a
nearly $1-million prize at a Chase
the Ace game in Goulds, a neigh-
bourhood in St. John’s, after du-
plicate tickets were found. The
lottery was allowed to continue
after an investigation found the
duplicates came from a printing
error.

Later that year, the same lot-
tery was attracting tens of thou-
sands of people into the commu-
nity for a chance at the jackpot.
The lottery eventually raised
$5.7-million for the local church
parish - money now being fought
over as part of a lawsuit against
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of St. John’s for abuse at the
Mount Cashel orphanage dec-
ades ago.

“The government won’t li-
cense us because there’s a big

fuss about what groups are doing
with the money,” Mr. Chouinard
said.

Christine Penney, working be-
hind the wood-panelled bar
watched over by a mounted elk’s
head in Gander, said the Elks’s
volunteers do everything they
can to follow public-health gui-
delines and keep people safe. Ser-
vice groups play a vital role in
their communities, and they
need to be able to run their most
popular fundraisers, she said.

“It’s really important for us to
hold these events so we can help
the community. Chase the Ace
was very popular and just start-
ing to gain momentum. So we’ll
keep applying until we can get a
licence,” said Ms. Penney, the ser-
vice group’s new president.

“COVID has been difficult for
groups like ours. We weren’t sure
if we’d be able to survive.”

The return of bingo is a major
step to normalcy, she said, and
proof these events can be held
safely.

For now, bingo halls in New-
foundland can only operate at 50-
per-cent capacity, with physical
distancing of two metres be-
tween players at tables.

For several months, bingo
games had been put on pause in
Newfoundland because of pub-
lic-health restrictions that limit-
ed gatherings to 25 per cent of a
venue’s capacity, and prohibited
food and drinks.

Susan Ash, a retired nurse who
was checking vaccination records
at the door, says the weekly lot-
teries are as much about socializ-
ing as they are a chance to win
some money. Many of these play-
ers have been coming here for
decades, and they sit at the same
tables, with the same friends, ev-
ery week.

Those connections are impor-
tant at the end of a long pandem-
ic that has kept people apart, Ms.
Ash said.

“It was just wonderful to see
the reaction from people as they
came through the door,” she said.
“They said ‘T'm so glad bingo’s
back. People needed this.”

Seniors know a lot, but
there’s always more to learn.

Help ensure your later years are safe and secure. Learn about programs
and services for seniors, like how the Canada Pension Plan can work better
for you, changes to the Guaranteed Income Supplement, Old Age Security
payments, and more.

Visit Canada.ca/seniors or call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232)
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Residents of Princeton left in limbo after flooding

Months after floods
forced southern B.C.
residents out of their
homes, many are still
unable to return

ANTHONY DAVIS PRINCETON, B.C.

man has lived in a near con-

stant state of anxiety. She
and her eight-year-old son are
among thousands of people
forced from their communities
by catastrophic flooding across
much of southern B.C. in Novem-
ber.

Hundreds are still stuck in ho-
tels and motels, or couch-surfing
in distant towns, desperate to get
back into their homes.

Before the floods, Ms. Free-
man, who works as a nursing-
home care aide, had been living
in Princeton, a town of 2,800 peo-
ple where the Tulameen and Sim-
ilkameen rivers meet.

About 300 residents were
forced to leave in the aftermath,
says Princeton Mayor Spencer
Coyne, and, like Ms. Freeman,
they haven’t been able to move
back. “Ten per cent of our pop-
ulation can’t live in their homes
right now,” he says.

Princeton officials have strug-
gled to find ways to bring their
flood diaspora back - even if only
to temporary accommodations —
so they can begin to repair their
homes and lives. But without the
funding the town needs, and a
shortage of affordable housing,
there is no swift and clear plan for
evacuees to return. Mr. Coyne
worries some never will.

“If you are not in the commu-
nity, you can’t go fix your house,
you can’t go to work. ... So you
really lose that connection with
where youre from,” Mr. Coyne
told The Globe. “What happens
then, is some people just give up
and leave. I don’t think that is ac-
ceptable either.”

Mr. Coyne says a plan to install
100 trailers - each with a bed-
room, kitchenette and bathroom
- in a local industrial park had
been in the works since Nov. 28,
but died on a bureaucratic vine.
He says $800,000 was needed to
install electricity, sewer and wa-
ter lines for the trailers - money
the town doesn’t have.

Princeton’s annual budget is
just under $3-million. Without
federal help to cover damages,
Mr. Coyne worries council will ei-
ther have to drain a cash reserve
for a future amenity, or a hefty
property tax could be ahead for
residents. That could drive even
more residents away permanent-
ly.

“We need assistance from the
provincial government or the
federal government, whichever
one wants to step up and help
us,” he says.

In late February, the Red Cross
said it provided $18-million in fi-
nancial assistance for alternative
accommodations and  basic
needs, along with recovery ser-
vices such as counselling, to
7,400 households in B.C. Roughly
450 households are still receiving
assistance. Although the agency
is working to shift people out of
temporary accommodations by
March 31, a spokesperson said
supports will continue beyond
that as needed, including mental-
health services and money for

For months, Brittaney Free-

MOTEL

residents to spend on repairs, re-
construction and property clea-
nup.

The recently announced B.C.
budget promised $925-million to
address the fallout from last
year’s devastating heat dome,
forest fires and flooding. Most of
that - $8oo-million - will be for
flood recovery, shared among lo-
cal governments to provide disas-
ter support to thousands of
homeowners who were unable to
obtain overland flood insurance.

Progress, however, has been
glacially slow, Mr. Coyne says.
The federal government has
pledged $s5-billion in aid, but
when that money will arrive is
not clear. As of last week, provin-
cial officials say, it had not yet
started flowing.

“Everybody is telling me that

.. the flooding was the impact of
global warming,” Mr. Coyne says.
“My question then is, if this is
global warming, then where is
our help from the federal govern-
ment? Because they are the ones
that make the big rules. And a lit-
tle town like mine isn’t going to
take on global warming by itself.”

Residents scattered by the
flooding more than three
months ago can’t wait indefinite-
ly.

Prior to November, Ms. Free-
man and her son had been living
in a small two-bedroom home
rented from the Princeton and
District Community Services So-
ciety (PDCSS). It had taken her
six months to find somewhere
she could afford - the town has
been struggling with a housing
vacancy rate under 1 per cent.

Ms. Freeman felt fortunate
their first floor was spared in the
flood, but muddy water gushed
into the basement, ruining the
furnace, water heater and electri-
cal panel.

To escape, Ms. Freeman and
her son hurried down a wheel-
chair ramp that wraps around
the side of the house. In dark-
ness, they waded through chest-
high water to reach their Honda
CR-V, which was parked on
somewhat higher ground. As Ms.
Freeman opened the SUV’s doors
to drive away to her parent’s
house, water sloshed in.

They couldn’t stay at her par-
ents’ place long-term - it was al-
ready overcrowded with rela-
tives. But her home was unliva-
ble, and there was nowhere else
to go in Princeton. So the provin-
cial Emergency Support Services
agency sent Ms. Freeman and her
son 115 km east, to a Sandman
Hotel in Penticton.

There was only a hot plate for
cooking, and a bar fridge. They
washed their dishes in the bath-
tub. Once Highway 3 reopened,
driving her son back to Princeton
for school each day was almost a
1% hour trip each way, which cost
her at least $120 a week in gas.

Ms. Freeman hoped to return
to her Princeton house in a few
months. But in February, PDCSS
mailed Ms. Freeman a notice in-
forming her she was going to be
evicted in May anyway, because
they needed her house for an em-
ployee. To address a severe staff-
ing shortage, a caretaker is being
moved into Ms. Freeman’s home
in order to cover the night shift at

Debbie Gauvin has been
staying at the Flamingo
Motel in Penticton, B.C.,
waiting for word on when
- or if — she can return
home to Princeton.
CAILLUM SMITH/

THE GLOBE AND MAIL

a PDCSS assisted-living building
across the street.

The PDCSS office itself was al-
so damaged by Princeton’s flood-
ing, and may be condemned.

“It has been absolutely awful,”
says Becky Vermette, the PDCSS
executive director. “We don’t
have any place to work from and
staff are trying to hold things to-
gether, working from home.” Key
staff, she says, including manage-
ment, also lost their homes.

Still, says Ms. Freeman, “it just
seems so wrong. That’s not what
they should kick me out for,” she
says. “I almost had a nervous
breakdown trying to figure out
what I'm going to do - in the mid-
dle of a pandemic, a natural di-
saster and a housing crisis?”

In late January, Ms. Freeman
decided to move into a rental
house with her boyfriend on an
acreage near Keremeos, which is
only about a 4s-minute drive
from Princeton. She still hopes to
make it back to Princeton one
day, but the odds are low. The av-
erage housing price in the prov-
ince climbed 22 per cent this past
year.

In the Flamingo Motel, just off
Penticton’s noisy main street,
Debbie Gauvin, 65, is also waiting
for any news about when - or if -
she can return to her home in
Princeton. Her apartment was in
one of two affordable-housing
buildings for independent se-
niors and people with disabili-
ties, also operated by PDCSS.
Both buildings are now uninhab-
itable and likely to be written off
because of flood damage.

Like Ms. Freeman, Ms. Gauvin

also spent time at the Sandman
after her evacuation. She stayed
there until Dec. 15, when her
emergency support ran out and
she relocated to the Flamingo,
where she’s paying $900 a month
out of her CPP and Old Age pen-
sion. Stuck in Penticton without a
car, she spends much of her days
alone in her motel room, sitting
up in bed, watching YouTube on
her laptop. She says she’s gotten
hooked on channels featuring
natural-disaster news, and can
spout off locations of all the latest
volcanoes and tsunamis. “It gives
me perspective,” she says, but of
course she sees the parallels.

“I totally feel like a climate ref-
ugee,” she says. “I feel really help-
less.”

The clock is ticking for her -
she has to move out of the Flam-
ingo by the end of April, when
their seasonal rates go up.

Even Princeton residents who
own homes instead of rent aren’t
certain whether they will return.

Homeowners Flavia and Sycra
Yasin moved to Princeton from
Vancouver in 2016 and bought a
two-bedroom unit in a quadru-
plex - the first home they've
owned.

On the evening of Nov. 14, as
the intense rain poured down,
the Yasins went to check the river
levels. They walked atop one of
the dikes protecting the town.

“It was so squishy, I was like,
it’s going to flood!” says Ms. Ya-
sin.

They rushed home to grab
their three cats, drove to higher
ground and spent the night to-
gether in their car. The next
night, with the town awash in
shock and confusion, they stayed
at the Riverside Community Cen-
tre, crowded with other flood vic-
tims. They were then evacuated
to the Coast Capri Hotel in Kelow-
na, 165 km from Princeton, and
they haven’t left. Every two
weeks, they reapply to the Red
Cross for continued assistance to
pay the hotel bill.

Ms. Yasin, an artist who
trained as a clinical psychologist
before she emigrated from Ro-
mania, says she’s needed therapy
for anxiety because of all the un-
certainty about their living situa-
tion.

Unlike many homes in Prince-
ton, theirs was insured for over-
land flooding, but the lower floor
was ruined and it’s been difficult
to oversee repair work from two
hours away. Theyre not sure
what they’ll do after their home is
restored.

Even though the dikes along
the Tulameen River have now
been strengthened and height-
ened, Mrs. Yasin has little faith in
them. “We have seen dikes fail.
And our trust of the idea of a dike
has been shattered,” she says.

Selling a house situated on a
flood plain would also be diffi-
cult.

“It’s not like our house has
moved,” Ms. Yasin says. “We are
still in the low elevation. If a flood
hits again, we will still be in the
way of it.”

And, she adds, forest fires are a
growing problem - one came ter-
rifyingly close to town last sum-
mer.

She says that the “trauma is in-
grained,” and she knows lots of
families who have left Princeton
for good.

“Princeton is
town.”

a wounded

Special to The Globe and Mail
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Richmond hotel restaurant Bruno struggles to please all

The dining destination
has to appease Chinese
customs and also appeal
to a wider clientele

ALEXANDRA GILL VANCOUVER

. RESTAURANT REVIEW

THE DISH

Bruno

VERSANTE HOTEL,
8499 BRIDGEPORT RD.
RICHMOND

Phone: 604-242-2750

Website: versantehotel.com/taste
Cuisine: Opulent West Coast
sharing plates

Prices: Dinner: small plates, $12 to
$38; large plates, $28 to $32;
platters, $58 to $215; full-board
experience, $125 a person (two
people minimum).

Seafood brunch: $59.

Additional information: Open daily
for breakfast, weekday lunch,
weekend brunch and dinner.
Reservations recommended.

No takeout or patio.

t around 9 p.m. on a recent
A Saturday night, the dinner

guests at Bruno burst into
spontaneous applause.

They weren’t clapping for exec-
utive chef William Lew, even
though many of his dishes, pre-
sented on driftwood platters and
under billows of smoke, are high-
ly theatrical.

Or the suave service from gen-
eral manager Alessandro De Pieri
and head waiter Ricardo Buyayo,
who spins around the floor with
arm twirls, heel kicks and the
confident pizzazz of a Las Vegas
showman.

Or even the fact that Bruno, lo-
cated in the new boutique Ver-
sante Hotel, is Richmond’s only
upscale Western restaurant of
note now that the Origo Club is
closed.

The dinner guests were clap-
ping because the blazing over-
head lights had finally been
dimmed, casting welcome shad-
ows into shiny corners and mak-
ing the white-lacquered room
look a little less like a cafeteria.

Hotel restaurants have the
toughest job. Bruno, like others,
is trying hard to be many things:
fine-dining destination, daytime
hangout for locals and accessible
eatery for hotel guests (serving
breakfast, lunch, weekend
brunch and dinner). On top of all
this, Bruno faces the challenge of
appeasing Chinese customs while
also being approachable to a
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Above: Truffle lavender duck is a rich, foie-gras-spackled dish served in a picnic basket. Below: The Iberico Tree has hand-carved Cinco Jotas Bellota
ham hanging from branches planted in candied hazelnut soil with Neufchatel tartlets in a lofted nest. PHOTOS BY DARRYL DYCK/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

wider clientele.

The lighting issue can be
chalked up to cultural differenc-
es. Chinese restaurants are often
brightly lit because Chinese peo-
ple enjoy dining in a lively, loud,
happy atmosphere. In Cantonese,
the word for this is yeet lau, which,
roughly translated, means hot
festivity.

Bruno, located in the most Chi-
nese city in the world outside of
Asia, must accommodate those
preferences. And this new hotel,
which is adjoined to the Interna-
tional Trade Centre, is owned by
the Changzhou-born, Vancouver-
based property developer Mi-
chael Ching, who probably has
many of his own preferences to
boot.

That said, traditions are chang-
ing and some of the diners ap-
plauding that night were actually
Chinese.

There are other food issues at
Bruno that can’t be so easily ex-
plained.

Bruno doesn’t call itself a farm-
to-table restaurant. This is prob-
ably only because all restaurants
are trying to avoid that tired
phrase these days. But its market-
ing materials do prominently ref-
erence “the influence of local
farms and food artisans that sup-

| .

plyits ingredients” and a desire to
“showcase the best of British Co-
lumbia” in each dish.

And Mr. Lew, who was previ-
ously chef de cuisine at Notch 8 in
the Fairmont Vancouver Hotel, is
definitely trying to make visceral
connections from tongue to ter-
roir with his creative plating -
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Rocketman Live in Concert
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The critically acclaimed film Rocketman charts
the legendary life and music of Elton John. See
award-winning actor Taron Egerton take on the lead role,
singing his way through Elton’s success with hits such as
Your Song, Tiny Dancer, I'm Still Standing and many more.
The VSO plays the score live!
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some more successfully than oth-
ers.

Local oysters, farmed near Mr.
Ching’s coming hotel develop-
ments in the Comox Valley, are
presented on a kelp-draped log
anchored to the plate with edible
sand made from dried nori. (For
now, I will gloss over the fact the
X0 mignonette, which contains
neither dried seafood nor Jinhua
ham, is really just a chili crisp, not
an XO sauce.)

Truffle lavender duck (nicely
cooked but slightly tough and
puffy, likely because the Fraser
Valley duck isn’t organic) is arich,
foie-gras-spackled ode to the
glamping domes on Mr. Ching’s
Cortes Island lavender farm,
served in a picnic basket.

Stanley Park is a nickname for
The Iberico Tree, an elaborate dis-
play of hand-carved Cinco Jotas
Bellota ham, hanging from slen-
der branches planted in candied
hazelnut soil with Neufchatel
tartlets tucked in a lofted nest.
(This one is trying way too hard.)

So why is a kitchen deeply
committed to the local bounty
and sense of place offering taste-
less green tomatoes (on the oth-
erwise nicely textured fall burrata
salad) and white-bellied straw-
berries (on cakey, precooked
Liege waffles served at brunch) in
February?

There is no justification for any
decent restaurant, no matter
what it calls itself, to have those
ingredients (most likely sourced
from Mexico and California) on
plates right now. And Mr. Lew,
who is the former Ocean Wise
chef for its sustainable seafood
program, should know better.

Brunois trying hard, very hard,
to impress with its tableside raz-
zle-dazzle and luxury ingre-
dients. Some of it is wonderful.

The kurobuta pork belly, present-
ed under a smoking glass lid, is
beautifully marinated in Asian
aromatics, deep-fried for a crack-
ling shell and glazed in sticky
black garlic while still sizzling.
Flakey, pull-apart croissant
scrolls, flecked with rosemary
and pecorino, are irresistible, es-
pecially when paired with a side
of bralée foie-gras butter.

But in its obvious attempt to
capture the Instagram genera-
tion’s attention, the kitchen mis-
ses some of the basics. The risot-
to, folded with uni, crowned with
king crab and bejewelled with ik-
ura, is overcooked and soft.

At the lavish seafood brunch
(an exceptional deal at $59 with
optional buck-a-shuck-oysters),
the English muffins for eggs bene-
dict are cold and untoasted while
the salmon-lobster topping is
pulverized into a mush that looks
like it came out of a can.

There is potential here, but for
now it feels superficial. Much like
the hotel itself, which features
dramatically designed rooms
with huge soaker tubs enclosed in
their own heated shower rooms,
but no sound-proofing, robes, hot
water (it took 10 minutes to heat
up in the morning) or room ser-
vice.

I had a much better experience
at Cask Whisky Bar, which is very
dimly lit and located next door in
the trade centre. And T'll write
about that soon.

But there are another three
restaurants opening next door.
Mr. Lew is overseeing all of them.
This isn’t just a hotel, it’s a com-
plex. 'm afraid he might be
stretched too thin. Thope he hasa
lot of help, because I'd hate to see
him booed off the stage.

Special to The Globe and Mail

Bruno, an upscale Western restaurant located in the new boutique
Versante Hotel in Richmond, B.C., is a fine-dining destination, daytime
hangout for locals and accessible eatery for hotel guests.
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Ukrainian church’s loyalties raise suspicions

Lavra monks defer to
Russian Patriarch Kirill,
a close ally of Putin
who supported the
Crimean annexation

MARK MACKINNON
SENIOR INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT
POCHAYIV, UKRAINE

Lavra has towered over this

part of Western Ukraine, its
golden domes crowning the 60-
metre-high hill the rest of the
town is built around.

The Lavra, which belongs to
the Ukrainian branch of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, meaning
it follows the leadership of the
Moscow Patriarchate, is the cen-
tre of life in Pochayiv. Most of the
town’s 7,700 residents pray there,
and the hundreds of thousands
of pilgrims who come to visit Lav-
ra’s cathedrals, including its net-
work of subterranean chapels,
are the basis of the local

For centuries the Pochayiv

economy.
These days, the doors of the
Lavra’s cathedrals, normally

opened, are sealed to visitors out-
side of service times. And many
in the town are suspicious of
which side its monks - who defer
to Russian Patriarch Kirill, a close
ally of President Vladimir Putin -
support, as Russian troops con-
tinue their bloody assault on
Ukraine. Locals also wonder
what’s inside those caves.

The suspicions were fuelled by
the discovery of guns and what
appeared to be military rations at
another pro-Moscow Orthodox
Church in the neighbouring re-
gion of Ivano-Frankivsk. The dis-
covery was made shortly after the
war began, when people ob-
served someone inside the
church in the town of Kolomiya
pointing a laser at a nearby Ukrai-
nian military airport, potentially
helping to target it.

Father Mykhailo Arsenich, a
Greek Catholic priest who is a

The Pochayiv Lavra is a landmark in Western Ukraine. Its golden domes crown a 60-metre-high hill and its
subterranean chapels and extensive caves below are normally a tourist attraction. EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP

The suspicions
were fuelled by the
discovery of guns
and what appeared
to be military
rations at another
pro-Moscow
Orthodox Church
in the neighbouring
region of
Ivano-Frankivsk.

Ukrainian military chaplain, said
Ukrainian forces found two pis-
tols and a converted Kalashnikov
rifle inside the church. More
damning, he said, was what ap-
peared to be enough food to feed
a unit of soldiers.

“It was packed properly for
military use. It could feed 60 to 65
people for a long time,” he said,
adding that 480 litres of alcohol,
as well as a large box of condoms
had also been seized. “It was very
surprising for a monastery.”

In Pochayiv, 240 kilometres
away, the suddenly closed doors
at the much larger Lavra - one of
the holiest sites in the Orthodox
world - have raised concerns that
something similar may lie in the
caves beneath.

“This Lavra is huge and there
are huge caves. You don’t know
what’s in there, or why it’s closed.
That’s why it’s a big concern,”
said Father Mykhailo. “I'm 100
per cent convinced that if Russian
paratroopers land there, they will
use that monastery as a base.”

When The Globe visited the
Pochayiv Lavra this week, the
outer gates were open, as was the
tourist shop, but not the cathe-
drals or the caves beneath them.
A monk said the holy sites were
closed “because of the situation.”
Three men in black jackets fol-
lowed a Globe reporter and pho-
tographer around throughout a
brief tour of the compound.

“I don’t know what’s in there,
but we are worried about it,” said
Yuriy, a 62-year-old pig farmer
who lives, like everyone in Po-
chayiv, within sight of the Lavra.
The Globe is not using the family
names of Pochayiv residents be-
cause they feared retribution for
criticizing the monks. “Why do
they support this Kirill, who is a
KGB guy, who is against Uk-
raine?”

Such anger emanates as a re-
sult of the close ties between the
Russian Orthodox Church and
the Kremlin, and between Patri-
arch Kirill and Mr. Putin.

Patriarch Kirill has been long

been the subject of rumours sug-
gesting that he collaborated with
the KGB in the Soviet era. Mr. Pu-
tin was an agent before his sud-
den rise to the Russian presiden-
Cy 22 years ago.

Suspicions only deepened in
Ukraine when he supported Mr.
Putin’s 2014 annexation of Cri-
mea. Most recently, he used his
politically charged Feb. 27 ser-
mon - three days after the war be-
gan - to warn against “evil forces”
who were against the historic uni-
ty of Russia and Ukraine.

“God forbid that the present
political situation in fraternal Uk-
raine so close to us should be
aimed at making the evil forces
that have always strived against
the unity of Rus’ and the Russian
Church, gain the upper hand,” Pa-
triarch Kirill told worshippers at
Moscow’s Cathedral of Christ the
Saviour. He was referring to the
medieval state known as Kyivan
Rus’, which is considered the an-
cestor of both Russia and Uk-
raine.

The Russian and Ukrainian Or-
thodox churches were united for
centuries under the Moscow Pa-
triarchate, until the 1991 collapse
of the Soviet Union, when a Kyiv
Patriarchate was established.
Most Ukrainian Orthodox
churches, however, continued to
defer to Moscow until the Crimea
annexation, after which more
and more have switched their
loyalty to Kyiv.

In 2018, the Patriarch Bartholo-
mew of Constantinople, the Is-
tanbul-based head of the Ortho-
dox church worldwide, recog-
nized the independence of the
Kyiv Patriarchate. The Russian
Orthodox church then re-
nounced all connections to Patri-
arch Bartholomew.

Nadya, a 67-year-old college
administrator in Pochayiv, said
the Lavra had alienated itself
from many in town by closing its
doors to local residents in a time
of war. “They have a lot of under-
ground tunnels there. In case of
the bombing of Pochayiv, there is
no safe place to go. Only the Lav-
ra. But the priests have not said
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A woman takes cover from shelling in the city of Bucha, west of Kyiv, on Friday. Thousands of people have been killed since the war began. ARIS MESSINIS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Russian forces surround major city centres

Zelensky lashes out at
NATO military alliance’s
refusal to impose

a no-fly zone over
Ukraine, saying deaths
will be ‘because of you’

MARK MacKINNON LVIV, UKRAINE
NATHAN VANDERKLIPPE
BUCHAREST

Ukraine was a country in agony
Friday, with its capital hit by more
missile strikes and multiple cities
under a grinding Russian siege.

As Russian forces continued to
surround or partly surround ma-
jor centres such as Kyiv, Kharkiv,
Mariupol and Chernihiv, Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky lashed out at the NATO mil-
itary alliance’s refusal to impose a
no-fly zone over his country.

“Today the alliance’s leader-
ship gave a green light to the fur-
ther bombardment of Ukrainian
towns and villages, refusing to es-
tablish a no-fly zone,” he said in a
video address. “Every person who
dies from today will die because
of you.”

Thousands of people have
been killed and more than one
million have fled Ukraine since
the war began just over a week
ago. In televised remarks Thurs-
day, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said the war was going “ac-
cording to plan.”

At a children’s hospital in the
northern city of Chernihiv, which
is surrounded on all sides by Rus-
sian forces, the cancer ward has
run out of painkillers and will
soon run out of food.

“I need most to be in a secure
place and to continue his treat-
ment. It means to leave this city,
which is being occupied every
day, every hour, more and more,”
said Yana, the mother of two-
year-old Nikita, one of the 11 chil-
dren trapped in the cancer ward,
in a video shared with The Globe
and Mail. “We want to be moved
to a secure place. Just to continue
our treatment. There’s nothing
more [ need.”

The video was filmed in the
bomb shelter beneath the Cher-
nihiv Regional Children’s Hospi-
tal. On Thursday alone, 47 people
were killed in Russian air strikes
on the city of 285,000, just 70 kilo-
metres from the Belarusian bor-
der.

“Our morgue is full now,” said
Serhiy Zosimenko, who works for
a non-governmental organiza-
tion that supports the cancer
ward. “They destroyed two
schools and two volunteer cen-
tres. Because they want to make a
humanitarian catastrophe here
in Chernihiv. They know that the
volunteers help with food and
medicine and medical supplies
for civilians. That’s why they de-
cided to kill them all.”

In Kyiv, more than a dozen ex-
plosions were heard Friday. It
wasn’t immediately clear what
had been targeted. A 65-kilo-
metre-long line of Russian mili-
tary vehicles - compared to a me-
dieval siege convoy - has been

On Friday, a member of the Ukrainian military gives instructions to women and children that fled fighting
in Bucha and Irpin before they board an evacuation train. CHRIS MCGRATH/GETTY IMAGES
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stalled for several days on its way
to the capital, apparently amid lo-
gistical issues and fierce resist-
ance.

Air raid sirens wailed through-
out the country Friday, though
NATO countries continued to re-
ject Mr. Zelensky’s plea for a no-
fly zone. NATO has argued that
sending warplanes into Ukraine’s
skies would lead to an even wider
war.

“Allies agree that we should
not have NATO planes operating
in Ukrainian airspace or NATO
troops on Ukrainian territory,”
Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg said after a crisis meeting
with foreign ministers from the
military alliance’s 30 member
countries in Brussels.

Mr. Putin, meanwhile, said
Russia had “no ill intentions” to-
ward its neighbours. “Iwould also
advise them not to escalate the
situation,” he added.

In the town of Volnovakha, on
the front line in eastern Ukraine,
local MP Dmytro Lubinets said
the dead are too numerous to
count.

“I can’t tell you figures at all -
we can’t guess how many people
left. There are definitely indeed
bodies lying on the streets be-
cause we can’t get to them to de-
liver burials,” Mr. Lubinets said in
a telephone interview. He said
thousands of people were still
stuck in the town, which had a
prewar population of 21,000,
even though it was being pound-
ed by relentless Russian shelling.
“There are two schools we can’t
reach and know there are huge
basements used as shelters, but
we can’t get there, so we don’t
know the conditions.”

Marina Tsyplonok and her
family escaped Volnovakha after
a week of living first in a base-
ment with 20 people, then a
larger one with 37, as shells rain-
ed down and food and water ran
out. On Thursday morning, a
Ukrainian soldier came and told
everyone they had five minutes
to evacuate.

A woman kisses her husband goodbye through a train platform fence in
Irpin as she waits to board an evacuation train with their son after
fleeing heavy overnight fighting. CHRIS MCGRATH/GETTY IMAGES

“To be honest, we’re confused
about what day it is, because it
was seven days of total hell living
in the basement,” the 37-year-old
mother of three said. “One of the
children in the shelter had As-
perger’s. He was screaming all
night and asking to go home. No-
body could explain the situation
to him.”

Russian troops briefly entered
the Black Sea port of Mykolaiv on
Friday but were repelled, Ukrai-
nian officials said. In nearby
Kherson, the first major city to
fall under Russian control, Mayor
Igor Kolykhaev told residents
that under rules set by the Rus-
sian military, they could only go
outside with just one other per-
son and that cars should drive
slowly. The dead, which the city
said numbered 49, would be col-
lected from the city’s main
square, he said.

“For now, the flag flying above
us is Ukrainian,” he said in a Face-
book post. “And in order to stay
that way, these requirements
must be met. This is all I can offer
for now.”

Mr. Kolykhaev later com-
plained that Russian forces had
prevented a humanitarian aid
convoy from entering the city.

In places now under Russian
occupation, fears of a different
sort prevail. In Berdiansk, televi-
sion service has been cut, leaving
screens blank after Russian forces
took control Feb. 27. The next day,
hundreds of local residents pro-
tested, waving Ukrainian flags
and singing hymns. Since then,
an uneasy calm has descended,
with Russian troops at check-
points on roads leading into the
city, and residents ordered to
obey a 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew.

Fuel is in such short supply
that city buses have reduced ser-
vice. Only a few grocery stores
and gas stations remain open.
“We are pretty worried that we
will run out of food, we will run
out of water,” said Sophia Podkol-
zina, who works for a company
providing social-media services
to international clients.

Mariupol, a city of 450,000
people on the Sea of Azov, is sur-
rounded by Russian forces and
cut off from the world. Phone
lines have been disconnected for
the past three days. There is no
water or electricity service.
Homes are without heat, with
nighttime  temperatures  at
freezing.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, the head of

the Donetsk regional administra-
tion, likened it to the Second
World War siege of Leningrad (to-
day’s St. Petersburg) by the Nazis.

“This is a demonstration of the
massacre of a city which has re-
fused to surrender to the ‘Russian
world,” Mr. Kyrylenko wrote on
Facebook, where he has main-
tained regular updates of destruc-
tion in the region.

On Friday, city workers began
delivering water by tanker truck,
Mr. Kyrylenko said, while attacks
continued to strike neighbour-
hoods, a supermarket and a hos-
pital. Shelling had cut electricity
service in a number of nearby
communities, and workers were
scrambling to repair broken nat-
ural gas pipelines.

“The city is constantly being
bombed and shot by artillery and
guns,” said Dmitry Savenkoy, a
Mariupol resident who is not cur-
rently in Ukraine. His last contact
with the city was a brief call with a
colleague three days ago. It is a
“humanitarian catastrophe,” he
said.

In Toretsk, a city of 31,000
about 200 kilometres north of
Mariupol, the municipality’s 19
boilers have all run out of natural
gas, leaving 400 residential build-
ings, eight schools, nine kinder-
gartens and 10 medical institu-
tions without heat.

Meanwhile, a huge fire at a fa-
cility adjacent to the Zaporizhz-
hia Nuclear Power Plant - the
largest in Europe - was extin-
guished early Friday, hours after
Russian forces had taken control
of the facility.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser
to Mr. Zelensky, said Russia was
committing war crimes.

“Russia is fighting with a delib-
erate violation of all conventions,
laws and rules of war, trying to
cause maximum damage to Uk-
rainian critical infrastructure, ci-
vilian infrastructure and ordinary
people. Trying to cause maxi-
mum panic moods and the refu-
gee crisis,” he said in a statement
released by the Ministry of De-
fence.

“The Russian command could
not help knowing what threatens
Ukraine and, frankly, the whole of
Europe, with a large-scale tank at-
tack directed against the Zapo-
rizhzhia nuclear power plant. ...
The consequences, the risks, the
amount of destruction - every-
thing was thought out by the Rus-
sians in advance.”

Mr. Podolyak made the state-
ment early Thursday, after a third
round of negotiations failed to re-
ach either a ceasefire or an agree-
ment on humanitarian evacua-
tion corridors.

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-
largest city, with a population of
1.4 million, researcher Maria Av-
deeva filmed herself standing in
the city’s main square, days after
the adjacent regional administra-
tion building was damaged in a
cruise missile attack.

“We still have Ukrainian flags
here. Because Ukraine and Khar-
kiv are fighting,” she said. “We are
fighting back furiously and we
will not surrender. We will stand
here on our land, and in our city,
for as long as it takes.”
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A Russian tank takes up position beside a main road in the city of Irpin, west of Kyiv, on Friday as Russian forces continued to encircle Ukraine’s capital. Polls taken at the outset
of the war last week by two Russian firms showed that about two-thirds of the country’s citizens broadly support military action in Ukraine. ARIS MESSINIS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

DOUG SAUNDERS TORONTO
MARK MACKINNON LVIV, UKRAINE

Ukrainians and Russians

has boiled down to a single,
urgent question: What is Vladi-
mir Putin thinking?

The increasingly deadly Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine appears
to be guided almost entirely by
the imponderable beliefs and
ambitions of the Russian Presi-
dent. That has forced most Ukrai-
nians and many Russians, fearing
for their futures and often for
their lives, to ask painful ques-
tions about the contents, and
state, of Mr. Putin’s mind.

“How irrational is his obses-
sion with Kyiv? Is it enough to
cost the lives of 50,000 soldiers?
Will he bomb us back to the Stone
Age?”

So asks Daniel Bilak, a lawyer
and former adviser to Ukrainian
presidents who has remained in
his home in Kyiv through the
early days of what looks increas-
ingly like a siege. Mr. Bilak, who
also has Canadian citizenship, is
currently leading armed patrols
of his neighbourhood on the
city’s outskirts.

He said that while Ukraine
would continue to put up fierce
resistance, the key to the conflict
would be the reaction of Rus-
sians, who have tolerated Mr. Pu-
tin’s rule for more than two dec-
ades, including wars in Chechnya,
Georgia, Syria and, since 2014, the
eastern Ukrainian region of Don-
bas. “This war will be won and
lost not in Ukraine but in Russia,
and how this all plays out back
there.”

In Russia, it is hard to pin down
consensus, in informed circles,
regarding the President’s inten-
tions and beliefs — unlike in 2014,
when a sizable majority backed
his invasion and annexation of
Crimea and support for pro-Rus-
sian separatists in Donbas.

Polls taken at the outset of the
war last week by two Russian
firms, VITsIOM and FOM, showed
that about two-thirds of Russians
broadly support military action
in Ukraine (though the prospect
of an all-out war was unknown
then). And polls taken in mid-
February by the independent Le-
vada Center showed that the pro-
portion of Russians who hold
“the U.S. and other NATO coun-
tries” responsible for the tension
in Ukraine had risen from 50 per
cent in November to 60 per cent
in February. This suggests that Mr.
Putin’s repeated claims of a NATO
plot were reaching a receptive au-
dience.

But general attitudes toward
Ukraine were evenly divided, and
people were strongly divided as
to whether it was worth sacrific-
ing Russian lives to “liberate”
eastern Ukraine.

One problem with such re-
sults, however, is that many Rus-
sians have no idea that there is a
full-scale international war tak-
ing place in Ukraine, or that tens
of thousands of soldiers are in-
volved. Since the conflict began,
Russian authorities have banned
the use of words such as “war” or
“invasion” to describe it, insisting
that it be characterized as a “spe-
cial military operation.”

A new law passed this week

T he fate of tens of millions of

What is Putin’s endgame
in Ukraine? People are
struggling to tfind out

Censorship has left many Russians unaware of how serious the war really is
or why their President started it. Now, some are taking the risk to speak out

threatens to imprison anyone
who is accused by authorities of
spreading “fake” news about the
military.

Last week, Moscow’s media
regulator ordered a number of
outlets, including the independ-
ent newspaper Novaya Gazeta, to
remove articles that described
the conflict as a war and to only
quote Kremlin-approved sources.
And on Tuesday, the independ-
ent, nationwide radio station Ek-
ho Moskvy was taken off the air
and off the internet by federal au-
thorities, who also cut access to
TV Rain, Russia’s last independ-
ent TV network. They had been
among the few media outlets to
report accurately on the invasion.

International media is also dif-
ficult for most Russians to access.
On Friday, one of the most pop-
ular foreign outlets, the BBC’s
Russian-language service, an-
nounced it would have to sus-
pend the work of its journalists
and staff in Russia because, in the
words of BBC director-general
Tim Davie, the new Russian legis-
lation “appears to criminalize the
process of independent journal-
ism.” Twitter and other social-
media sites have also been
blocked.

Another problem is that Mr.
Putin has publicly offered two
contradictory explanations for
his military’s presence in Uk-
raine. On one hand, he has re-
peatedly said Russian soldiers are
liberating Ukraine from what he
describes as a takeover by NATO,
the United States or “neo-Nazis.”
Other times, he has repeatedly
said - including this week - that
Russia is incorporating Ukraine,
whose status as an independent
country is “fiction,” into the
“Russky Mir,” or greater Russia,
and restoring borders that exist-
ed under the Soviet Union.

The FOM survey showed about
60 per cent of Russians believe
the war is taking place in order to
“secure Russia’s borders.” Forty
per cent believe it is to prevent a
NATO incursion into Ukraine,
and 20 per cent see it as a mission
to annex all or part of Ukraine in-
to Russia (respondents could se-
lect more than one answer).

Lilia Shevtsova, a Putin biogra-
pher and Moscow-based Kremlin
expert with several international
organizations, says Russian opin-
ions appear to be changing fast,
as deep-seated fears of a sup-
posed U.S. and Western incursion
are weighed against even greater
fears, rooted in decades of bloody
history.

Mr. Putin garnered public sup-
port for his invasions of Georgia
in 2008 and Crimea in 2014 be-
cause Russians were convinced

they were freedom struggles in
which few, if any, Russian soldiers
were involved.

“Russians hate the idea of war
- it brings tragic memories,” Ms.
Shevtsova said. “In 2014, Rus-
sians’ moods were affected by the
Crimea annexation, which was
supported. The war in Donbas did
not attract much attention - it
was not seen as ‘our’ war or our
casualties.

“Today, the ‘Crimea effect’ is
vanishing. The war in Ukraine
creates ‘our’ casualties - this will
have an impact. Moreover, in
2008 and 2014, the wars were rela-
tively short and they ended with
‘our’ victory. At the moment, a lot
of Russians accept Putin’s ‘peace
operation. But they may change
their attitude if the operation will
be long and bloody. Today’s war
could become much longer and it
will influence attitudes.”

My country is
committing a horrible
crime in Ukraine that

can have no
justification. ... We all

bear a part of
responsibility. There
is no good way out
of that.

SERGEY UTKIN
PRIMAKOV INSTITUTE OF WORLD
ECONOMY AND INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS, MOSCOW

While ever-shifting Russian
public attitudes toward Mr. Pu-
tin’s thinking are hard to gauge, a
more observable group is behav-
ing differently this time: the elites
in the orbit of Mr. Putin’s Krem-
lin. The President’s declaration of
an all-out war last week appears
to have taken even the most se-
nior military and political figures
by surprise, and the solidarity be-
hind him - or support for one of
his justifications - appears to
have fractured already.

People close to Mr. Putin say
the President really does believe
that an annexation of most or all
of Ukraine is the right thing to do
and will be justified by history.
But those in his inner circle ap-
pear to be divided when it comes
to holding those beliefs them-
selves.

One of those who does is Ser-
gey Markov, a hawkish former
Kremlin adviser. In an exchange
of messages with The Globe and
Mail, he defended the missile at-
tacks on Russian-speaking Ukrai-
nian cities such as Kharkiv and
Kyiv, which the Kremlin consid-

ers part of the “Russky Mir.”

He claimed that Kharkiv, even
now, remains “pro-Russian.” Kyiv,
he said, is the capital of what he
calls “AntiRussia” - echoing a
term repeatedly used by Mr. Putin
- and therefore somehow deserv-
ing its fate. “Kiev as capital of An-
tiRussia as a project had became
anti-Russian,” Mr. Markov wrote,
using the Russian spelling of the
city. “The strategy of Russia how
is disarmament of Ukraine army
and crushing of Neo Nazis. And
the change of political power af-
ter this. Denazification is not
propaganda but real goal.”

While such talk may seem ab-
surd, those who have worked in
and around the Kremlin and are
loyal to Mr. Putin say it represents
the President’s real beliefs regard-
ing Ukraine. “Of course he be-
lieves - this is the most scary
thing. It’s about historical justice.
Hebelieves that he is the one who
must and can protect the Russian
nation, secure Russia’s existence.
He believes that if he does not
take over Ukraine, Russia will not
survive,” said Tatiana Stanovaya
of the Carnegie Moscow Centre.
She said Mr. Putin had become
“more emotional” and “less prag-
matic” in his decision-making.

“He believes it,” agreed a long-
time Kremlin foreign-policy ad-
viser in Moscow, who pointed out
a subtle difference between this
invasion and that of Crimea: “The
Russky Mir was relevant in 2014.
Now it’s war against a hostile
state. And war needs a victory.”

However, it appears that this
time there are some inside the
Kremlin who are quietly con-
cerned about the dangerous path
Mr. Putin has chosen for Russia
and the world.

At a televised Feb. 21 session of
Russia’s Security Council, which
saw a dozen top officials publicly
support Mr. Putin’s edge-of-war
decision to formally recognize
the independence of two self-de-
clared “people’s republics” in
Donbas, several members of Mr.
Putin’s inner circle appeared vis-
ibly uncomfortable with what
was taking place.

“Some were hesitating,” said
the former foreign-policy adviser,
whom The Globe is not identify-
ing because speaking to foreign
media about the subject could
have severe repercussions. With
regard to those officials who ap-
peared hesitant, “after the oper-
ation there will be an inevitable
change of personnel,” he said.

Some people in Moscow are
starting to speak out publicly,
even at the risk of damaging their
careers. Sergey Utkin, the head of
strategic assessment at the state-
run Primakov Institute of World

Economy and International Rela-
tions, declared on Twitter: “My
country is committing a horrible
crime in Ukraine that can have no
justification. ... We all bear a part
of responsibility. There is no good
way out of that.”

Mr. Utkin told The Globe that
he stood by those remarks, even
as he acknowledged the danger
of doing so. “It’s all pure mad-
ness,” he said of the reasons Mr.
Putin has given for launching a
war against a country where
many Russians have friends and
relatives. “I don’t see any good
outcome for Russia, even in theo-
ry”

Opposition leader Alexey Na-
valny, who has been in jail since
last year (after surviving an assas-
sination attempt using the nerve
agent Novichok), called on his
supporters to take to the streets
every day at 2 p.m. to demon-
strate their opposition to the war.
“We - Russia - want to be a nation
of peace. Alas, few people would
call us that now,” he wrote on his
Twitter account, which is man-
aged by allies who receive Mr. Na-
valny’s messages via his lawyer,
who visits him in prison. “It’s the
third decade of the 21st century,
and we are watching news about
people burning down in tanks
and bombed houses. We are
watching real threats to start a
nuclear war on our TVs.”

Mr. Navalny asked Russians to
“fill prisons and paddy wagons”
to protest the war. As of Thursday,
the volunteer watchdog organi-
zation OVD-Info reported that
7,669 Russians had been arrested
for taking part in antiwar protests
since the Feb. 24 start of the in-
vasion. “Everything has a price,
and now, in the spring of 2022, we
must pay this price,” Mr. Navalny
wrote. “There’s no one to do it for
us. Let’s not ‘be against the war’
Let’s fight against the war.”

Russian lawmakers responded
to Mr. Navalny’s call by introduc-
ing legislation that would con-
script into the military anyone ar-
rested for protesting against the
invasion of Ukraine.

Given the harsh and often vio-
lent punishments meted out to
those who dare protest the war -
or even call it a war - it is impres-
sive that so many Russians have
done so, especially considering
how few are aware that an all-out
war is taking place.

And it may create a dilemma
for Mr. Putin, who in the past has
responded to protests decrying
economic hardship with military
operations in former Soviet terri-
tories that have rallied the public
behind him. This time, it is a mil-
itary operation that is inspiring
protests, albeit on a smaller scale,
and causing economic hardship
through unprecedented sanc-
tions and economic isolation.

The central question is wheth-
er that hardship will lead Rus-
sians to blame the democracies of
the West for imposing it - and fur-
ther align themselves with Mr.
Putin’s beliefs. Or whether, after
the mounting death toll and in-
creasing duration of this centu-
ry’s first war of national conquest
becomes all too evident to mil-
lions of ordinary Russians, they
begin to look again into their
President’s mind - and recoil
from what they see. The next sev-
eral weeks will give us an answer.
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Martha Bas stuck to the basics as she madly flung things into her bags. “Only medicine, Nadia Melnychuk could have left everything behind in Lutsk as long as she had her three
arm clothes for children and documents,” she said, noting that the medicine was just in  sons: Nikita, 13, Andrej, 8, and her four-month-old puppy, Lucky the Grey. “Yes, I have
case one of her two children got a fever on the journey. They left everything else behind,  three sons,” she said smiling as she held Lucky in her arms. “We couldn’t leave without
including two pets - a parrot and a hamster. Beyond what little she brought, “we just him.” It took four days for the family to get to Przemysl.

have God.”

. 4

Angelina was tired, hungry and cold by the time the bus finally arrived in Przemysl from Lviv. But at least the three-year-old had her prized rabbit doll “Maly” and her mom, Irena.
“We couldn’t leave without it,” Irena said, rolling her eyes. She’s a single mom and it’s been just the two of them on the journey out of Ukraine. Irena wouldn’t have it any other way.
“We are only two. We are doing the best for each other.”

4

hen the bombs began falling around Kyiv, 13-year-old Simon Delihovskiy became so Lyda Tsehelnyk, 44, carefully unwrapped the fraying birth certificate and smiled at the
anxious he couldn’t eat. He implored his family to head to Poland. His mother, Anna, memory of her grandmother, Zoia. She was born in Poland and died in Ukraine in 1963,
finally relented. They had to leave Simon’s father behind and spend four days on the road according to the death certificate, which Ms. Tsehelnyk, 44, had also packed. The Polish
to the border. “I was scared at first,” Simon recalled. He still managed to pack the one connection was now something to celebrate, she told her children. “If we stay here, we

thing that he couldn’t live without: his laptop. have documents to prove we have a Polish grandmother,” she said loudly.
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ore than one million Ukrainians have been forced from their homes since the Russian invasion began. Most had only
minutes to pack and even less time to think about what to take.

What do you bring when your world has been upended? Sure, you'll pack clothing, documents and maybe some
food. But what else can you cram into a suitcase, a backpack, a purse, a plastic bag or even a pocket that will remind you of the
life you're leaving behind? What can you hold on to that will keep memories alive?

We asked refugees arriving at the Polish border crossing at Przemysl to show us the things they just couldn’t leave without.

“This is my hope,” says 15-year-old Jaroslav. He holds up the one-litre canteen he’s been
carrying across Ukraine to Poland. This is no ordinary canister. It’s the one favoured by
his brother, a soldier in the Ukrainian army. Now it’s a reminder of him and what it takes
to keep going. “If I have my canteen, I always have water,” says Jaroslav. “And I will
survive.”

Dina Cierkosy, 55, is so sure she’ll return to her apartment outside Lviv one day that she
brought all of her keys - one for the front door of her apartment building, one for the
garage and two for the seventh-floor flat she shares with her husband, Vietali, her
daughter, Lena, and their seven-year-old parrot, Tedi. How convinced is she that
Ukrainians will beat back the Russians? “Yes. Yes. Yes.”

Ukraine wasn’t Abderrahman Tiji’s first choice when he was home in Morocco thinking
about where to study pharmacy. But he’d found a good program in Kharkiv and decided
to enroll. Five years later and on the cusp of graduating, Mr. Tiji, 26, has been forced to
quit the program and run for safety in Poland. He grabbed a record of his grades as he ran
out the door, hoping he can finish the degree somewhere else.

k. K. Pomor
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In the frantic rush to leave her home in Dnipro, 14-year-old Milana Volkova knew she had
to bring books. She can’t live without reading and her room was filled with dozens. But
she could only fit a couple in her backpack. How to decide? She finally settled on three
that she hadn’t read yet, including one from the Harry Potter series. As soon as she made
it to a shelter in Przemysl with her family, Milana plopped down on her suitcase, opened
the cover and shut out the world.

As she raced around her house in Chernihiv, Tetiana Novytska made sure to pack her
favourite dress and her best shoes. When she walked the final few kilometres to the
Polish border, Ms. Novytska stopped to pick up something more precious: a pine cone
and a leaf from an oak tree. She carefully tucked both in a side pocket of her purse. “It’s a
little piece of Ukraine that I'll always carry with me,” she said.

When the call came to get out of Odesa, 35-year-old Natalia ran for the cupboard where
she kept the family photos. “It was the first thing I thought about,” she said. “I was saying
maybe this one, maybe this one.” She jammed a few in an envelope, including two of her
favourites: a shot of her as a teenager, which brought back memories of her childhood,
and a photo of her son, Amir, graduating from kindergarten. “I couldn’t leave without
these pictures.”

Alina Kuban’s phone is filled with pictures of her mother, Anna, and she quickly pulls up
one of her favourites: a shot of them celebrating last New Year’s Eve in Kyiv. But Ms.
Kuban, 28, has arrived in Poland alone. She implored her mother to come with her, but
her mom wouldn’t budge. “She doesn’t want to leave,” Ms. Kuban said, holding back
tears. “She wanted to stay and not lose the house.”

'\

As her family scrambled to pack, Svitlana Brevnov raced to a drawer in their flat near Kyiv
and rummaged around inside. They’d bought a Ukrainian flag a while ago and had never
gotten around to putting it up on a wall. But with Russian tanks on the streets and her
family running for shelter, she wanted the flag. She finally found it and stuck it in her
knapsack. “This is my country,” she said as she waved it in Przemysl. “This is my
motherland.”
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We must strengthen our detences

Ukraine crisis may have
provided the impetus to
kick-start much-needed
aircraft and ship
replacement programs

JOHN
IBBITSON

Jl oriNiON

Conservative and Liberal

governments have allowed
this country’s military to de-
grade. Now, Russian dictator Vla-
dimir Putin has sent his armies
into Ukraine. The Baltic states
could be next, and they are part
of NATO. Canada is committed to
their defence. Except we are not
able to properly defend either
them or ourselves.

“Looking at the current state
of our defence capabilities, I'd
say that the story is mixed but
overall not good,” said Charles
Davies, a retired army colonel
who is a research fellow at the
Conference of Defence Associ-
ations Institute, a think tank.

Bringing the armed forces up
to where they need to be in this
darkening world will cost a great
deal and require political will.
The question, as Russian troops
besiege Ukrainian cities, is
whether that will has finally ar-
rived.

The federal government has
dithered for far too many years
over choosing a replacement for
an ancient fleet of CF-18 fighter
aircraft. A program to replace
aged frigates and now-retired de-
stroyers is so far behind schedule
that the first ship is not sched-
uled to set sail for a decade, at
least.

Plans to modernize North
America’s antiquated NORAD
defences are just that: plans. The
Canadian Forces are 10,000 peo-
ple below full strength.

In 2017, the Liberal govern-
ment issued a highly praised de-
fence review, called Strong, Se-
cure, Engaged, which was intend-
ed to meet Canada’s defence
needs for a generation.

But the government has failed
to live up to its own commit-
ments. Not only did the Liberals
drag their feet on the fighter-jet
and combat-vessel replacement
programs, “they either handed
back in, reprofiled, let lapse or
otherwise did not spend $12-bil-
lion that was supposed to go to
training, spare parts, or equip-
ment acquisition,” Andrew Leslie
said in an interview. Mr. Leslie
served as commander of the ar-
my during the war in Afghanis-
tan, and also served one term as
a Liberal MP, before choosing
not to run in the 2019 election.

“The situation right now is
dire,” he maintained.

Both Conservative prime min-
ister Stephen Harper and his Lib-
eral predecessor, Paul Martin,
acted decisively to provide Cana-
dian troops with the equipment
they needed to execute the mis-
sion in Afghanistan.

But as that mission wound
down, Mr. Harper seemed to lose
interest in the military, especially
after coming under intense crit-
icism from the Liberals over
plans to acquire the Lockheed
Martin F-35 to replace the al-
ready-obsolete F-18s.

When the Liberals came to
power, child care, health care
and infrastructure spending took

F or more than a decade, both

A Canadian soldier climbs onto an armoured vehicle that is part of the Canadian military mission to Latvia. The Russian invasion of Ukraine has
raised awareness of the Canadian Armed Forces’ long-unfilled needs on land, sea and air. GINTS IVUSKANS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Bringing the armed
forces up to where
they need to be in
this darkening world
will cost a great deal
and require political
will. The question,
as Russian troops
besiege Ukrainian
cities, is whether
that will has finally
arrived.

priority. And then came the ex-
traordinary financial burden of
combatting the health and eco-
nomic impacts of the pandemic.

Through all this, a defence-
procurement process evolved
that seemed perversely designed
to avoid reaching decisions. Bu-
reaucrats were told acquisitions
must encourage regional eco-
nomic development as well as
meet defence needs.

Different government depart-
ments - National Defence, Public
Services and Procurement, In-
dustry, Finance, Treasury Board -
have competing priorities. Duell-
ing mandates ensure delays.

Each delay encourages plan-
ners to review and modernize
any proposal, which only leads
to more delays.

“The  defence-procurement
system that is in place right now
is designed to constipate expen-
ditures,” said former lieutenant-
general Steve Bowes, who retired
in 2020. “It looks like a game of
Snakes and Ladders. It is pur-
pose-built.”

In the meantime, “everything
is 10 years older than it was 10
years ago,” observed Craig Stone,
professor emeritus in defence
studies at the Canadian Forces
College.

That was the situation little
more than a week ago, before
Russia invaded Ukraine. Over-
night, defence priorities in the
West became the highest prior-
ity. Germany has long been a lag-
gard in defence spending, just
like Canada. But as Russian
troops pushed toward Kyiv,
Chancellor Olaf Scholz an-
nounced a €100-billion ($140-
billion) increase in defence
spending and pledged Germany
would take its military budget
above the target of 2 per cent of
GDP agreed to by all NATO mem-
bers.

Boosting Canada’s defence
spending to 2 per cent of GDP
would probably increase the cur-
rent budget of $24-billion by
about $9-billion. Where would

the money go?

Most knowledgeable observ-
ers agree that the highest prior-
ity by far must be increasing Can-
ada’s ability to defend its bor-
ders, especially in the Arctic.

That means, first and fore-
most, acquiring new fighter air-
craft, a decision that is more
than a decade overdue.

Second, it means accelerating
plans to acquire new combat sur-
face vessels to replace the retired
destroyers and in-need-of-retir-
ing frigates.

Third, it means investing
heavily, along with the United
States, in modernizing NORAD,
through cutting-edge sensors,
satellites and software.

“The goal is to have 360-de-
gree knowledge of what’s going
on,” said Andrea Charron, direc-
tor of the Centre for Defence and
Security Studies at the University
of Manitoba.

Addressing personnel shortag-
es is another high priority. And
sooner rather than later, Canada
will need new submarines.

Above all, it means procuring
new equipment and technolo-
gies when they are needed, not
two or three decades later.

The war in Afghanistan en-
couraged a defence doctrine
based on combatting insurgen-
cies. But the Russian threat is
both very real and very old-fash-
ioned.

“You need an army capable of
fighting a conventional war,”
said Justin Massie, who specializ-
es in defence and foreign-policy
issues at the University of Que-
bec at Montreal.

“We don’t have the capacity
our allies have for air defence, for
anti-armour  capacity. We're
sending less armour to Ukraine
than the Dutch and the Belgians,
countries that are much smaller
than Canada.”

Would Canadians support
substantially increased defence
spending, even if it led to in-
creased taxes? Jean-Christophe
Boucher, who researches foreign

and defence policy at the Univer-
sity of Calgary, is part of a team
that has been studying voter atti-
tudes to defence spending
through regular surveys.

Support for defence spending
“is like a thermostat,” he said.
“The colder it gets, the more you
turn the thermostat up.” And the
Russian invasion of Ukraine has
made things very cold indeed.

Ramping up defence procure-
ment comes with a cost beyond
dollars and cents. Canada may
need to abandon efforts to create
jobs at home, instead purchasing
equipment from other countries
off the shelf.

“You're getting equipment
you know is good,” Prof. Boucher
points out. “They’re not only eas-
ier, theyre cheaper to work
with.”

But Mr. Bowes maintains that
Canadian industry could step up
to meet accelerated timelines, if
the will were there.

“If you provide the funds,
things will move,” he predicted.
“The programs are in place.
Timelines can be accelerated.”

What matters is political will:
clear direction from the centre of
government that decision must
replace indecision, co-operation
must replace competition, and
that when something is truly
needed, money will be found.

The good news is that, on the
urgent need to improve Canada’s
defences, there could be some-
thing approaching all-party
agreement in Ottawa. Conserva-
tives and Liberals, the governing
parties, have come together in
the past when the national in-
terest required it. The national
interest requires it now.

In all likelihood, war is not
near. Mr. Putin will surely think
twice before taking on NATO, es-
pecially if his forces sustain ma-
jor losses in Ukraine.

But the world today is a more
dangerous place than it was last
week, and it was already pretty
dangerous then. Whatever is
coming, Canada must be ready.

Ukraine to confront Russia at International Court of Justice

THE HAGUE

Ukraine and Russia will face off
Monday at the International
Court of Justice (IC]) in a hearing
on emergency measures sought
by Kyiv to order Moscow to sus-
pend military operations, with
Russia’s legal team weakened by
the resignation of a key lawyer.

The case lodged by Ukraine at
the UN court centres on the in-
terpretation of a 1948 treaty on
the prevention of genocide,
signed by both Russia and Uk-
raine.

The court is named in the trea-
ty itself as the forum for resolv-
ing disputes related to it, and Uk-
raine’s suit argues that Russia has
misinterpreted the treaty in sev-
eral ways.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has suggested in televised
addresses that Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine - which he calls a
“special military action” - was
justified by the need “to protect
people who have been subjected
to bullying and genocide ... for
the last eight years” in Eastern
Ukraine.

Kyiv’s suit argues there is no

evidence that genocide has taken
place or will take place in Eastern
Ukraine. It asked the court to es-
tablish that “Russia has no lawful
basis to take action in and
against Ukraine for the purpose
of preventing and punishing any
purported genocide. ”

The Russian Embassy in The
Hague could not be reached on
Friday for comment on how it
will respond.

Russia’s legal team will be
weakened by the absence of Al-
lain Pellet of France, who an-
nounced his resignation in an
open letter published this week.

“Enough is enough,” wrote Mr.
Pellet, who was representing
Russia in other international
cases, including Ukraine’s ongo-
ing suit against Russia at the ICJ
over the 2014 annexation of Cri-
mea.

“It has become impossible to
represent in forums dedicated to
the application of the law a coun-
try that so cynically despises it.”

The ICJ is the highest court for
resolving  disputes  between
states, and while cases there usu-
ally take years to resolve, it has a
fast-track procedure to look at re-
quests for “provisional mea-

RUSSIA BLOCKS MULTIPLE NEWS OUTLETS INCLUDING BBC AND VOICE OF AMERICA, STATE MEDIA REPORTS

sures” such as those Ukraine has
requested.

The court can order provision-
al measures to prevent a situa-
tion from worsening before it
looks at more fundamental ques-
tions such as whether it has juris-
diction, or the merits of a case.

Countries usually, but do not
always, follow the court’s orders,
which are binding.

The hearings are set to start
Monday morning with Ukraine
presenting its case. On Tuesday,
Russia is scheduled to respond.

REUTERS

Russia’s state communications
watchdog said on Friday it had
blocked the BBC, Voice of Amer-
ica, Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty, Deutsche Welle and
other media outlets for spread-
ing “fake” information, the RIA
news agency reported.

Russian officials accuse the
West of spreading false informa-
tion about Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Moscow describes it as a
“special military operation.”
President Vladimir Putin has
described the West as an “empire
of lies.”

“The grounds for restricting
access to [these] resources was
their deliberate and systematic
circulation of [reports] contain-
ing false information,” RIA quot-
ed Roskomnadzor, the watchdog,
as saying.

It said the fakes regarded “the

essence of the special military
operation in Ukraine, its form,
the methods of combat oper-
ations [attacks on the pop-
ulation, strikes on civilian in-
frastructure], the Russian armed
forces’ losses and civilian vic-
tims.”

The Russian language web-
sites of the BBC and Voice of
America could not be opened
without using a Virtual Private
Network on Friday, a Reuters
reporter said. Voice of America’s
English language site was acces-
sible, but BBC’s was not. REUTERS
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How Canada helped impose harsher
economic sanctions against Moscow

Freezing the Russian central bank’s international reserves is no simple task, but sources say
Deputy Prime Minister Freeland proved crucial in getting the U.S. and other Western allies on board

ROBERT FIFE
STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA

hrystia Freeland was wait-
C ing on hold at her Toronto

home last Saturday after-
noonwhenasecond call camein-
this from a secure Ukrainian gov-
ernment bunker in Kyiv.

“What’s going on?” Ukrainian
Prime Minister Denys Shymal
anxiously asked Canada’s Deputy
Prime Minister. Would the Eu-
ropean Union agree to proceed
with even harsher banking sanc-
tions against Russia?

As it happened, on her other
line, Ms. Freeland had been wait-
ing, along with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau in Ottawa and
Bjoern Seibert, a top European
Union official in Brussels, to get
the same answer. Ursula von der
Leyen, President of the European
Commission, the executive
branch of the European Union,
was running a few minutes late for
the virtual conference call.

“Hold on,” Ms. Freeland told
Mr. Shymal, whom she knows
personally after almost daily dis-
cussions for weeks on the Ukraine
crisis. She held up her iPhone to
thevideo screen so he could bein-
cluded in the teleconference call
with Europe.

Listening on the line, as night
fell in Ukraine’s capital, Mr. Shy-
mallearned that the EUwas “ago”
on taking an unprecedented step
to further isolate Russian banks -
a measure the Ukrainian govern-
ment had been desperately seek-
ing from the international com-
munity, to bolster its chances
against a far-stronger enemy.

“We’re ready to push the but-
ton,” Ms. von der Leyen said, ac-
cording to a source. “Do it now.”

“Yes, we are ready to do it now,”
Mr. Trudeau responded. A re-
lieved Mr. Shymal offered his
country’s gratitude, predicting
the sanctions would “paralyze”
Russia’s central bank.

Later that day, Canada and its
allies announced that they would
move to block access for key Rus-
sian banks to the SWIFT interna-
tional payment system, in escalat-
ing sanctions against Moscow for
its military assault on Ukraine.
They also hit Russia’s central bank
and sovereign-wealth funds, ef-
fectively freezing their assets and
depriving Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin of money he needs to
pay for the war in Ukraine.

The source who spoke about
the Feb. 26 virtual call with Ms.
von der Leyen is one of three se-
nior Canadian officials who out-
lined Canada’s response to the
unfolding war in Ukraine. The
Globe and Mail is not identifying
these officials because they were
not authorized to discuss private
meetings with world leaders or
cabinet deliberations.

The sources concede that a
middle power such as Canada
doesn’t carry the same weight as
the U.S. and Germany on major
decisions relating to Russia, and
more often follows what has been
decided by the big players. They
argued that Canada is regarded as
a trusted broker by smaller coun-
tries and can function as an inter-
locuter between big and small
countries.

But on the unprecedented and
severe banking sanctions, the first
ever levelled against a major
Group of 20 country, they say Ms.
Freeland played a helpful role in
building a coalition to freeze the
Russian central bank’s US$640-
billion in international reserves.

Mr. Trudeau, who is leaving
Sunday for talks in a number of
European capitals, spoke to EU
leaders Feb. 24 and 25 to enlist
more support for the idea, includ-
ing those from Latvia, Moldova
and Romania.

He was also among the first
Group of Seven leaders, along
with British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, to call publicly for Rus-
sian banks to be cut off from the

UN approves

EMMA FARGE GENEVA

The United Nations Human
Rights Council voted over-
whelmingly on Friday for a reso-
lution condemning alleged
rights violations by Russia dur-
ing its invasion of Ukraine and
setting up a commission of in-
quiry to investigate them.
Thirty-two members of the

SWIFT

international payment
system. The moves to punish Rus-
sia’s financial institutions and its
central bank made good on a
threat the West had outlined earli-
er in February. Ms. Freeland and

other finance ministers had
warned Elvira Nabiullina, gover-
nor of Russia’s central bank, at a
G20 meeting on Feb. 17 that an in-
vasion would bring down puni-
shing sanctions.

“To our Russian counterparts
who are struggling vainly to prop
up the ruble in freefall, let me say
wewarned you,” Ms. Freeland told
a news conference Tuesday. “The
West’s sanctions, I warned, would
be swift, co-ordinated, sustained
and crushing.”

Ittook time, however, to get the
U.S.and Western allies - including
neutral Switzerland - to sign onto
these economic sanctions.

Ukraine’s Minister of Culture
and Information Policy, Ole-
ksandr Tkachenko, reached out to
Ms. Freeland on Feb. 22. Frustrated
by the slow pace of enacting sanc-
tions, he asked her to plead the
casewith the Americans. Ms. Free-
land, who speaks fluent Ukrai-
nian and Russian and whose
mother helped draft Ukraine’s
constitution, has known Mr. Tka-
chenko from their days as report-
ers.

Ms. Freeland pleaded the case
among allies for targeting the
Central Bank of the Russian Fed-
eration by cutting off access to its
massive foreign-exchange re-
serves that Moscow could use to
offset the impact of Western sanc-
tions.

Ms. Freeland began working
the phones to build support for
cutting off the Russian bank’s ac-
cess to its international reserves.
On Feb. 24, she sent a paper out-
lining the proposal to the U.S. ad-
ministration, the sources said.

That same day, Mr. Trudeau
raised the central-bank issue with
G7 leaders to gauge their support.
The same officials said Mr. Tru-
deau spoke to a number of Eu-
ropean leaders the following day
and publicly expressed his sup-
port for the sanctions before the
announcement.

Ms. von der Leyen has acted as
the air-traffic controller oversee-
ing the West’s response to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. Every step —
whether it’s arms or economic
sanctions -hasbeen co-ordinated
through the European Commis-
sion President with the approval
of the Biden administration.

Almost every country hasbeen
a given a role. French President
Emmanuel Macron was designat-
ed to be the point of contact with
the Russian leader, a frustrating
role. One of the Canadian officials
said there was no point in Mr. Tru-
deau talking to Mr. Putin, even

Deputy Prime Minister
Chrystia Freeland, left,
and Minister of Defence
Anita Anand hold a news
conference in Ottawa on
Thursday. Ms. Freeland
has warned the array of
sanctions Canada and
its allies have triggered
against Russia will
carry an economic cost
around the world.
SEAN KILPATRICK/
THE CANADIAN PRESS

The Russians had barred
Chrystia Freeland from
Russia in 2014 when
she sat in opposition
as a Liberal MP for her
strong criticism for its
annexation of Crimea.
As foreign affairs
minister in the first
Trudeau government,
Ms. Freeland never
hid her dislike of
the Putin regime.

though Moscow’s envoy to Cana-
da said the Russian strongman
would have accepted his phone
call.

Canadian officials did not be-
lieve a Trudeau-Putin téte-a-téte
would be constructive, given the
high-profile role played by Ms.
Freeland in promoting Ukraine’s
independence from Moscow.

The Russians had barred Ms.
Freeland from Russia in 2014
when she sat in opposition as a
Liberal MP for her strong criticism
for its annexation of Crimea. As
foreign affairs minister in the first
Trudeau government, Ms. Free-
land never hid her dislike of the
Putin regime. On a student ex-
change in the 1980s in Kyiv, Ms.
Freeland was under KGB surveil-
lance.

Ottawa also offered to help ex-
pedite an International Criminal
Court investigation into potential
war crimes by Russia in Ukraine.
On March 1, the Trudeau govern-
ment, which helped spearhead
the court’s creation nearly a quar-
ter-century ago, intervened after
ICC prosecutor Karim Khan said
hehad decided to open aninvesti-
gation by any party to the conflict
in Ukraine. Mr. Khan said the
process could be sped up if a
member state referred the matter
to his office. Otherwise, he would
have had to seek authorization
from a three-judge body, which
would have taken more time. Be-
cause Ukraine is not a member of
the court, it could not make the
referral itself.

Canada was the first major
country to enact aban on Russian
petroleum imports on Feb. 28.
Canada hasn’t imported signifi-
cant amounts since 2019, but the
ban going forward will include
any import of refined petroleum
productssuch as jet fuel and gaso-
line. It was a symbolic signal to oil
traders that the West was begin-
ning to turn on a staple Russian
export.

Ottawa, on March 3, was the
first to scrap preferential trade
treatment for Russia and its ally
Belarus, removing their most-fa-
voured-nation status, which
means imposing tariffs of 35 per
cent on most imports from those
countries.

The looming war in Ukraine
was unfolding at the same time as
the Trudeau government was
confronting a trucker blockade at
key border crossings, including
the Windsor-Detroit Ambassador
Bridge, and protests in downtown
Ottawa.

Mr. Trudeau held daily meet-
ings with some of his most-trust-
ed ministers - Ms. Freeland, For-
eign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly
and Defence Minister Anita
Anand - to discuss Ukraine and
the illegal blockades in this coun-

try. Some ministers, such as Pub-
lic Safety Minister Marco Mendici-
no and Emergency Preparedness
Minister Bill Blair, would shuffle
in to discuss the blockades. The
Incident Response Group meet-
ings easily ran two hours long.

Also at the table were Jody Tho-
mas, the former deputy minister
of National Defence and now Mr.
Trudeau’s national-security and
foreign-policy adviser, as well as
Clerk of the Privy Council Janice
Charette, the country’s top civil
servant. They were joined by the
heads of Canadian national-secu-
rity agencies and provided confi-
dential briefings on intelligence
gathered by Canada’s Five Eyes
partners - the U.S., Britain, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

On Feb. 14, the government in-
voked the Emergencies Act to end
the trucker protest in Ottawa and
also announced that it would
send offensive weapons to Uk-
raine, something Kyiv had been
seeking for weeks. Cabinet had
been split on these weapons, with
some ministers saying Canada
should not do so unless other al-
lies, such as Germany, did the
same. Since then, Ottawa has sent
a fourth shipment of lethal weap-
ons to Ukraine as its military con-
tinues to fight off better-armed
Russian forces.

Ms. Freeland has warned that
thearray of sanctions that Canada
and its allies have triggered
against Russia will carry an eco-
nomic cost around the world. In-
flation will spike as oil and gas
prices rise and the global econo-
my struggles with supply-chain
delays.

Assheand Mr. Trudeau grapple
with Ukraine, Ms. Freeland has
had little time to focus on the fed-
eral budget, planned for early
April. One of the sources said the
budget could very well be delayed
until later that month or possibly
early May.

Ukraine is among the few for-
eign-policy subjects where there
islittle disagreement between the
Liberals and opposition parties in
Parliament.

The Ukrainian Canadian Con-
gress, a lobby group for the Ukrai-
nian community, enjoys easy ac-
cess to federal politicians.

Thor Michalchyshyn, the UCC’s
executive director, said Mr. Tru-
deau and cabinet ministers in-
cluding Ms. Freeland, Ms. Joly, Ms.
Anand, International Develop-
ment Minister Harjit Sajjan and
Immigration Minister Sean Fraser
met by video-conference with the
UCC board of directors on Feb. 23,
taking questions for an hour from
8 p.m.togp.m.ET.

“It was about sanctions, hu-
manitarian assistance and disin-
formation,” Mr. Michalchyshyn
said.

Just after the teleconference
wrapped up, news broke that Mr.
Putin had announced a “special
military operation” in Ukraine.

Mr. Michalchyshyn said his
group ramped up discussions
with the Canadian government as
far back as November. That’s
when Russian troops began mass-
ing near Ukraine’s border.

“Our community UCC contin-
uestohaveahighlevel ofaccessto
senior officials and opposition
leaders and MPs.”

He said the trucker protests
didn’t affect the government’s
communications with his group.

“Given the scope of the sanc-
tions and the work we’re seeing
done and the way the govern-
ment’s communicating it, Deputy
Prime Minister Freeland is at the
lead, at the forefront, rallying her
cabinet colleagues.”

He said his group is pressing
Canada to push for the enforce-
ment of a no-fly zone over Uk-
raine. “The fate of Ukraine in the
next week stands on what hap-
pens in the skies.” So far, that idea
has been rejected by the U.S., Eu-
rope and Canada.

With reports from Erin Anderssen

probe into alleged Russian violations in UKkraine

council voted in favour of the
resolution brought by Ukraine,
and two - Russia and Eritrea -
voted against, while 13 abstained.

The Geneva-based body can-
not make legally binding deci-
sions, but its decisions send im-
portant political messages and
can authorize probes, such as the
one to be carried out by the
three-person commission creat-
ed by Friday’s vote.

Ukraine’s ambassador to the
United Nations in Geneva, Yev-
heniia Filipenko, told the council
minutes before the vote that
there was “irrefutable evidence
of gross and systematic human
rights violations as well as war
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity by Russia.”

“It is our common duty to en-
sure accountability by mandat-
ing the documentation and ver-

ification of Russia’s crimes and
identification of those responsib-
le,” she said.

Russia has denied targeting ci-
vilians in Ukraine.

Its delegate, Evgeny Ustinov,
told the council that the resolu-
tion’s backers “will use any
means to blame Russia for the
events in Ukraine.”

It was not immediately clear
how the commission, which is

set up for an initial period of one
year, will work alongside an ex-
isting UN rights team in the
country.

A team from the International
Criminal Court in The Hague left
for “the Ukraine region” on
Thursday to look into war crimes
by all parties in the conflict, its
top prosecutor told Reuters.

REUTERS
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NATO turns down Ukrainian request for no-fly zone

Decision comes as
Stoltenberg warns more
civilian casualties are
inevitable as Russia
moves in with heavy
weapons to hit cities

ERIC REGULY
EUROPEAN BUREAU CHIEF
BRUSSELS

NATO and its foreign ministers
rejected Kyiv’s idea of setting up
a no-fly zone over Ukraine in
spite of warnings from the alli-
ance’s secretary-general, Jens
Stoltenberg, that the war is about
to become more vicious and
bloodier.

At a news conference Friday
afternoon at NATO headquarters
in Brussels, Mr. Stoltenberg said
that more civilian casualties were
inevitable as Russia moved in
heavy weapons to bombard ci-
ties.

He said: “This is the worst mil-
itary aggression in Europe for
decades, with cities under siege,
schools, hospitals and residential
buildings shelled, reckless ac-
tions around a nuclear power
plant last night and many civil-
ians killed or wounded. The days
to come are likely to be worse,
with more deaths, more suffering
and more destruction.”

He said Russia’s violent take-
over of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, the largest of its kind in Eu-
rope, shows that “war is danger-
ous and to have military oper-
ations, conflict fighting, going
around the nuclear power plant
adds to the danger.”

Earlier, Ukraine’s Foreign Min-
istry said that the Zaporizhzhia
and the Chernobyl nuclear plants

U.S. legislators,

ADRIAN MORROW
U.S. CORRESPONDENT
WASHINGTON

US. President Joe Biden faces
growing calls for tougher action
on Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, with
Kyiv requesting more military

A screenshot taken on Friday from Zaporizhzhia nuclear authority footage shows the Ukrainian nuclear plant during shelling by Russian forces.
NATO's secretary-general said the attack, which killed and injured several people, was reckless. ESN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

were now under Russian control,
and that the shelling of the Zapo-
rizhzhia site had killed and in-
jured several people. It ignited a
fire that has now been extin-
guished.

Ukrainian authorities said
that, so far, radiation levels re-
main normal at the plant. Bri-
tain’s Foreign Secretary, Liz Truss,
on the sidelines of the foreign
ministers meeting, said that the
attack on the plant was “a threat
to European security and stabil-
ity and we need those responsib-
le to be held to account.”

Ukrainian President Volody-

help and legislators in the U.S.
pushing for an oil embargo on
Moscow.

But the White House is reluc-
tant to escalate amid fears of trig-
gering a direct war between NA-
TO and nuclear-armed Russia,
and causing economic pain in
the U.S. at a time of high infla-
tion.
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myr Zelensky will be dispirited
by NATO’s apparently inflexible
decision that it will not endorse a
no-fly zone. Various foreign min-
isters at the meeting said they
fear that a no-fly zone would con-
stitute a NATO declaration of war
on Russia, potentially broaden-
ing the conflict to Eastern Eu-
ropean countries.

“NATO shouldn’t be dragged
into this conflict,” said Czech For-
eign Minister Jan Lipavsky. “No-
fly zone means NATO being in
conflict since it will be NATO
forces enforcing this no-fly zone.”

Ahead of the press conference,

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky this week appealed
to NATO to either impose a no-fly
zone over Ukraine or provide Ky-
iv with fighter jets. He reiterated
this Friday after Russia attacked
and captured Ukraine’s largest
nuclear power plant, starting a
fire in the area that took hours to
extinguish.

“Nuclear terrorism requires
decisive action in response. At
the UN Security Council meeting,
we called for closing the sky over
Ukraine and launching an oper-
ation to maintain peace and se-
curity,” he tweeted. “The world
must not watch, but help!”

In a video message, Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba
warned his Western counterparts
of the moral consequences of not
stepping up military assistance to
his country.

“I'm afraid you will have to
share responsibility for the lives
and suffering of civilian Ukrai-
nians who died because of ruth-
less Russian pilots who throw
bombs on them,” he said.

Efforts to shut down Russian
oil and gas imports, meanwhile,
are gaining momentum in the
U.S. Congress. Democratic Sen-
ator Joe Manchin and Republican
Senator Lisa Murkowski this
week introduced a bipartisan bill
that would ban imports from the
UsS.

“If there was a poll being taken
and they said, ‘Joe, would you
pay 10 cents more per gallon to
support the people of Ukraine
and stop the support of Russia?’ I
would gladly pay 10 cents more
per gallon,” Mr. Manchin told re-
porters.

House of Representatives
Speaker Nancy Pelosi backed the
measure. “I'm all for that,” she
said. “Ban it.”

The U.S., European Union, Bri-
tain and Canada have hit Russia
with unprecedented sanctions
against its banks and treasury,
cut off exports of high-tech goods
and frozen foreign assets belong-
ing to its politicians and oli-
garchs. They have also supplied
anti-aircraft and anti-tank weap-
ons to the Ukrainian military.

The West, however, has held
off on imposing either a full trade
embargo, or a more limited one
targeting only oil and gas, which
provide nearly half of the Krem-
lin’s revenues. Not all Russian
banks, meanwhile, are fully cut
off from SWIFT, the system for
processing international finan-
cial transactions.

The North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization has repeatedly de-
clined to give Ukraine aircraft or
institute a no-fly zone. Mr. Putin
put his nuclear forces on alert in
response to previous rounds of
sanctions.

White House press secretary
Jen Psaki this week dismissed an
oil embargo, which would “raise

U.S. Secretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin said that, although NATO
was a defensive alliance, it was
prepared to take offensive action
if necessary. “We seek no con-
flict,” he said. “But if conflict
comes to us, we are ready for it,
and we will defend every inch of
NATO territory.”

Mr. Stoltenberg did not direct-
ly answer a reporter’s question as
to whether NATO or its member
countries would be willing to de-
liver aircraft, such as ground at-
tack planes, to Ukraine’s military.
He said that NATO has helped to
train Ukrainian troops since Rus-
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sia invaded Crimea in 2014, and
that several NATO countries, in-
cluding Canada and Britain, are
sending anti-tank weapons and
missiles to the Ukrainian mili-
tary.

Mr. Stoltenberg said that NATO
will  consider  “longer-term
changes” to its presence on NA-
TO’s eastern flank, suggesting
that the alliance could expand
that presence beyond the quick-
response units already in place.

He gave no details and said
that topic would be discussed at a
March 16 NATO defence minis-
ters meeting.

Kyiv raise pressure on Biden to take tougher action on Russia

.‘“

People walk past the remains of a missile at a bus terminal in Kyiv on
Friday. Ukraine's Foreign Minister has warned his Western counterparts
of the moral consequences of not stepping up military assistance to his
country. VALENTYN OGIRENKO/REUTERS

prices at the gas pump for the
American people.” And she again
ruled out a no-fly zone.

“It would require, essentially,
the U.S. military shooting down
Russian planes and ... prompting
a potential direct war with Rus-
sia, the exact step that we want to
avoid,” she said.

Inna Sovsun, a member of the
Ukrainian parliament, said the
country felt “betrayed” that the
U.S. and Britain had not followed
through on their 1994 promise to
guarantee Ukraine’s security in
exchange for Kyiv giving up its
nuclear arsenal.

Putin has killed more
than 2,000 civilians in
Ukraine. He is shelling
our cities and destroying
buildings. And we are
hearing about economic
sacrifices?

INNA SOVSUN
MEMBER OF THE
UKRAINIAN PARLIAMENT

If Mr. Putin is able to conquer
Ukraine, he will next threaten
NATO’s eastern flank, so it would
be better for the alliance to fight
him now, she said.

“He doesn’t like Hungary in
NATO, he doesn’t like Poland in
NATO, he doesn’t like the Baltic
states in NATO. Does anyone tru-
ly believe he will stop in his delu-
sions?” she said in an interview
Friday from Kyiv. “If the West just
allows him to conquer Ukraine,
he will go further and the West
will have to confront him.”

Given the horrors Mr. Putin is
inflicting on Ukraine, she said, it
was time for the West to at least
accept the comparatively man-
ageable fiscal pain of imposing a
complete economic embargo on

Russia.

“Putin has killed more than
2,000 civilians in Ukraine. He is
shelling our cities and destroying
buildings. And we are hearing
about economic sacrifices?” she
said.

Alexander Downes, an intet-
national-affairs professor at Ge-
orge Washington University, said
a no-fly zone or fighter-jet ship-
ments to Ukraine may not neces-
sarily trigger an immediate nu-
clear war, but could result in a se-
ries of progressively worse scena-
rios, which might lead in that
direction.

Russia, for instance, might re-
act to the provision of planes to
Ukraine by bombing a NATO base
in Europe, which could lead NA-
TO to hit back at Russia. “This es-
calatory process is dangerous
and can get out of hand,” he said.

More likely, Mr. Biden could be
pressed into far-less-risky eco-
nomic moves despite the poten-
tial political consequences. His
Democrats are trailing polls
ahead of midterm elections later
this year, with inflation at a 30-
year high. Substituting for Rus-
sian oil and gas could also mean
issuing more drilling and frack-
ing permits in the U.S., which the
Democrats are reluctant to do for
climate reasons.

Maria Snegovaya, a political
scientist who has studied the ef-
fect of Russia’s economy on its
foreign-policy decisions, said
such an embargo could put
strong pressure on Moscow to
end the war.

“The sanctions could force Pu-
tin to run out of resources, split
the elites so they find it detri-
mental and toxic to side with
him, and hit society to make
them realize he is taking them to
a catastrophe,” said Ms. Snego-
vaya, a fellow at the Center for a
New American Security, a Wash-
ington-based think tank.
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Paralympics open in Beijing without Russia

KEN MORITSUGU BEIJING

The Winter Paralympics opened
Friday in Beijing with the Russian
athletes sent home, the Ukrainian
team escaping a war zone to get to
China and an impassioned call for
peace.

Andrew Parsons, the president
of the International Paralympic
Committee, declared his horror at
the fighting in Ukraine and called
on world authorities to promote
peace.

“Tonight, I want, I must begin
with a message of peace,” Mr. Par-
sons said in brief remarks to the
athletes and spectators at the
Bird’s Nest. “As theleader of an or-
ganization with inclusion at its
core, where diversity is celebrated
and differences embraced, I am
horrified at what is taking place in
the world right now.”

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
shortly after the Winter Olympics
wrapped up in Beijing, is roiling
the world. And the world of sports
is no exception.

Paralympic organizers initially
announced that Russians and Be-
larusians would be allowed to
compete in Beijing, but reversed
course one day before the open-
ing and expelled athletes from
both countries. They cited ten-
sions in the Athletes Village.

The Russian Paralympic Com-
mittee called the decision “abso-
lutely politicized.”

The live broadcast of the open-
ing on Chinese state TV did not
translate Parsons’ condemnation
of war and and then lowered the
volume of his remarks in English
for a while. The Chinese govern-
ment has refrained from criticiz-
ing the invasion and opposed the
U.S., European and other sanc-
tions imposed on Russia.

Ukrainian team member Mak-
sym Yarovyi carried the country’s
now widely known blue-and-yel-
low flag at the head of a 20-person
delegation at the opening. All the
athletes and spectators wore face
masks to protect against the coro-
navirus, including Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and other digni-
taries.

“It’s a miracle that we have
made it to the Paralympics,” Uk-
rainian delegation head Valerii
Sushkevych said earlier.

He said it took four days for
team members in Ukraine to re-
ach Beijing, and that he slept on
the floor of a bus because of a
back condition during the last
two days of the journey through
Europe.

“We overcame a lot of barriers
on the way,” Mr. Sushkevych said.

Ukrainian team member Maksym Yarovyi carries the country’s blue-and-yellow flag at the head of a 20-person delegation during the athletes parade
at the opening ceremony of the Winter Paralympics in Beijing on Friday. ALY SONG/REUTERS

“Many members of our team had
to escape while there was bom-
bardment and shells exploding.”
Li Duan, a blind former long
jumper for China who won gold in
Athens in 2004 and in Beijing in
2008, felt around for the holder
and then struggled a bit to insert
the flame. The crowd cheered him
on until he mounted it properly
in the centre of a large white
snowflake that then ascended to
the top of the open-air stadium.
About 564 athletes, of which
138 are women, are competing in
the Paralympics. China has the
largest team, with 96 competi-
tors, followed by the United States
with 65. The Paralympics includes
six sports: alpine skiing, cross-
country skiing, biathlon, hockey,
snowboarding and curling.
“Much work still needs to be
done to achieve gender parity but
having increased female partici-
pation significantly at the Winter
Games in the last 20 years shows
we are heading in the right direc-
tion,” Mr. Parsons said.
The 10-day Paralympics closes
on March 13.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Flag bearers Ina Forrest and Greg Westlake lead the Canadian team out during the opening ceremony of the
Winter Paralympics at the Beijing National Stadium on Friday. CARMEN MANDATO/GETTY IMAGES
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Montreal public health opposed curfew:

E-mails show province
wanted officials to make
case that measures were
proven to be effective,
despite a lack of data

MONTREAL

Montreal public-health officials
were against the COVID-19 cur-
few that the province imposed
last December because little data
existed on the effectiveness of
curfews and out of concern for
the most vulnerable, govern-
ment documents reveal.

Internal documents released
by the Health Department indi-
cate Montreal officials expressed
concern over limited scientific
data to support a curfew as a
means of reducing COVID-19
transmission. City officials also
cited pandemic fatigue, impact
on vulnerable groups such as
domestic-violence victims, and
the worry that a curfew would
encourage people to adopt risk-
ier behaviours.

“With the information at its
disposal concerning the lack of
robust data on efficacy and the
demonstration of collateral im-
pact, the [Montreal public-health
director] recommends the im-
plementation of alternative mea-
sures to imposing a curfew,” the
document said.

The ethics review was pre-
pared by the city’s health officials
during the fast-spreading wave of
the Omicron variant, when the
Health Department was consid-
ering what restrictions to impose

OMICRON WAVE, VACCINATION RATES MEAN CANADA IS WELL PROTECTED FOR NOW, TAM SAYS

Quebec imposed a 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew in December in response to the fast-spreading Omicron variant,
authorizing police to detain people on the streets at night. PETER MCCABE/THE CANADIAN PRESS

to reduce transmission.
Radio-Canada initially re-
ceived the ethics review by Mon-
treal officials through an access-
to-information request - but the
entirety of its contents was re-
dacted. Following outcry from
the opposition and journalists,
the Health Department released
the full review late Thursday.
Quebec Liberal Party Leader
Dominique Anglade tweeted Fri-
day that the documents show
Premier Francois Legault “is not
reliable. Even worse, he does not

tell the truth to Quebecers. The
latest curfew was not a public
health recommendation and in
his usual lack of transparency, re-
fused to answer our questions.”

Health Minister Christian Du-
bé shot back shortly after, tweet-
ing that Ms. Anglade’s comments
were “wrong, wrong and more
wrong. The recommendation to
have a curfew came from Public
Health, as Omicron was hitting
everywhere in December.”

Mr. Legault imposed the cur-
few on Dec. 31, 2021, forbidding

Quebeckers from leaving their
homes between 10 p.m. and 5
am. He lifted the order two
weeks later on Jan. 17.

He had imposed a curfew ear-
lier in 2021 for almost five
months, between January and
May. Quebec was the only prov-
ince to prohibit its citizens from
leaving their homes at night as a
way to control COVID-19 trans-
mission.

The documents also show that
the province’s former public-
health director, Horacio Arruda,

documents

was looking for evidence to justi-
fy the December curfew only
hours before it was announced.

“Horacio would like you and
your teams to provide him with
an argument related to the cur-
few in anticipation of questions
from journalists at a 5 p.m. news
conference,” read a Dec. 30, 2021,
e-mail from Dr. Arruda’s office to
the province’s public-health
institute.

The e-mail asked for studies
and examples of what was being
done elsewhere, “all presented in
a tight argument.”

Eric Litvak, the vice-president
for scientific affairs, responded to
the e-mail, saying the institute
“did not have an existing
analysis” that deals specifically
with the curfew and would not
be able to produce one on short
notice.

Meanwhile, on Friday, Quebec
reported 16 more deaths from
COVID-19 and a si-patient drop
in the number of people in hos-
pital with the disease. There were
1,313 people in hospital with CO-
VID-19, after 88 people were ad-
mitted in the past 24 hours and
139 people were discharged. The
number of people in intensive
care rose by four, to 8o.

Quebec announced earlier this
week that it would lift most pub-
lic-health orders - including in-
door capacity limits and the vac-
cine passport requirement - on
March 12, which is two days earli-
er than previously announced.

Mask mandates in all public
places except public transporta-
tion will be lifted by mid-April at
the latest, the government said.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Canada’s Chief Public Health
Officer says that as long as Om-
icron remains the dominant
variant of COVID-19 in Canada,
the risk of another massive wave
of infections is low.

Dr. Theresa Tam says the

number of cases of Omicron in
recent months, coupled with
Canada’s high vaccination rates,
created good community-level
protection against COVID-19 for
now.

She warns that if another

variant emerges that is signif-
icantly different from Omicron,
and able to evade current vac-
cines, that could change.

But even in that scenario, she
says better treatments and more
availability of rapid tests make it

unlikely that more disruptive
measures such as school clos-
ings and gathering limits will be
needed.

Dr. Tam says face masks
should be kept on hand as the
first line of defence against

COVID-19 even if they are not
mandatory.

Alberta and Saskatchewan
lifted mask mandates this week,
with Manitoba following mid-
month.

THE CANADIAN PRESS
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With seven journalists stationed in
Ukraine and across Europe, The Globe has
the news and analysis Canadians need.

As the Russian attack on Ukraine continues,
The Globe and Mail has journalists stationed
on the ground and across Europe offering live
coverage and seasoned analysis. Their frontline
dispatches combine verified information,
hard-earned insights and the irreplaceable
expertise of their broad network of sources,
coming together to inform and enlighten
readers in the face of mounting strife.

In an age of disinformation and misinformation,
The Globe’s journalists are committed to
delivering the most accurate account of the

war in Ukraine to Canada and the world.
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Suicide bomber Kkills at least 56 in Pakistan mosque

O T YL Vi

Attack targets members
of country’s Shia
minority during

Friday prayers in

the city of Peshawar

KATHY GANNON
RIAZ KHAN PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN

A suicide bomber struck inside a
Shia Muslim mosque in Pakis-
tan’s northwestern city of Pesha-
war during Friday prayers, killing
at least 56 worshippers and
wounding 194 people, hospital
officials said.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack. Both the Islamic State
group and the Pakistani Taliban
- a militant group separate from
the Taliban in Afghanistan -
have carried out similar attacks
in the past in the area, near the
border with Afghanistan.

According to the spokesman
at Peshawar’s Lady Reading Hos-
pital, Asim Khan, many of the
wounded were in critical condi-
tion. Scores of victims were pep-
pered with shrapnel, several had
limbs amputated and others
were injured by flying debris.

Peshawar Police Chief Mu-
hammed Ejaz Khan said the vio-
lence started when an armed at-
tacker opened fire on police out-
side the mosque in Peshawar’s
old city. One policeman was
killed in the gunfight, and anoth-
er police officer was wounded.
The attacker then ran inside the
mosque and detonated his sui-
cide vest.

The suicide bomber had
strapped a powerful explosive
device to his body, packed with
five kilograms of explosives, said
Moazzam Jah Ansari, the top po-
lice official for Khyber Puk-
htunkhwa province where Pesh-
awar is the capital.

The device was hidden be-
neath a large black shawl that
covered much of the attacker’s
body, according to CCTV footage.
The footage showed the bomber
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Investigators survey damage at the Kucha Risaldar Shia Mosque's prayer hall in Peshawar, Pakistan,
after a suicide bomber attacked Friday with a crude, ball-bearing-laden device. FAYAZ AZI1Z/REUTERS

moving quickly up a narrow
street toward the mosque en-
trance. He fired at the police pro-
tecting the mosque before enter-
ing.

Within seconds, a powerful
explosion occurred and the cam-
era lens was obscured with dust
and debris. Mr. Ansari said the
crudely made device was packed
with ball bearings, a deadly
method of constructing a bomb
to inflict the most carnage spray-
ing a larger area with deadly pro-
jectiles. The ball bearings caused
the high death toll, Mr. Ansari
said.

Local police official Waheed
Khan said the explosion oc-
curred as worshippers had gath-
ered in the Kucha Risaldar
Mosque for Friday prayers. There
are fears the death toll could still
rise further, he added.

Ambulances rushed through

congested narrow streets carry-
ing the wounded to Lady Read-
ing Hospital, where doctors
worked feverishly.

Peshawar Police Chief
Muhammed Ejaz Khan
said the violence started
when an armed attacker
opened fire on police
outside the mosque in
Peshawar’s old city.

Shayan Haider, a witness, had
been preparing to enter the
mosque when a powerful explo-
sion threw him to the ground. “I
opened my eyes and there was
dust and bodies everywhere,” he
said.

At the Lady Reading Hospital
Emergency department, there

was chaos as doctors struggled to
move the many wounded into
operating theatres. Hundreds of
relatives gathered outside the
emergency department, many of
them wailing and beating their
chests, pleading for information
about their loved ones.

Outside the mosque, Shiites
pressed through the cordoned-
off streets. Kucha Risaldar
Mosque is one of the oldest in
the area, predating the creation
of Pakistan in 1947 as a separate
homeland for the Muslims of the
Indian subcontinent.

The prayer leader, Allama Ir-
shad Hussein Khalil, a promi-
nent up-and-coming young Shia
leader, was among the dead.
Throughout the city, ambulance
sirens could be heard.

Prime Minister Imran Khan
condemned the bombing. His
national security adviser, Moeed

Yusuf, said the bombing was a
“heinous terrorist attack” and
promised that those behind the
carnage would “be brought to
justice.

“We will not allow our gains
against terrorism & our internal
security to be compromised at
any cost,” Mr. Yusuf tweeted.

Retired army officer Sher Ali
who had been inside the mosque
at the time of the explosion was
injured by flying shrapnel. He
made an impassioned plea to the
Pakistani government for better
protection of the country’s mi-
nority Shiites.

“What is our sin? What have
we done? Aren’t we citizens of
this country?” he said from in-
side the emergency department,
his white clothes splattered with
blood.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry con-
demned the attack, saying the
perpetrators were intent on
“sowing discord among Mus-
lims.” In a statement on the min-
istry’s website, spokesman Saeed
Khatizadeh expressed his hope
that Pakistan’s government puts
an end to such attacks with “firm
actions,” without elaborating.

In majority Sunni Pakistan,
minority Shiites have come un-
der repeated attacks. Also, in re-
cent months, the country has ex-
perienced a significant increase
of violence and dozens of mili-
tary personnel have been killed
in scores of attacks on army out-
posts along the border with Af-
ghanistan.

Many attacks have been
claimed by the Pakistani Taliban,
who analysts say have been em-
boldened by the Afghan Taliban
seizing power last August in Af-
ghanistan.

Pakistan has urged Afghanis-
tan’s new rulers to handover Pa-
kistani Taliban militants who
have been staging their attacks
from Afghanistan. The Afghan
Taliban have said their territory
will not be used to stage attacks
against anyone, but until now
have not handed over any want-
ed Pakistani militants.
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Embrace your Love to Travel in 2023 and beyond

Join the Scenic expert team for a complimentary in-person
information session and discover the truly all-inclusive luxury cruise
experience while gaining the confidence to travel safely again.

Wed Mar 09 | VICTORIA Hotel Grand Pacific
Thu Mar 10 | NANAIMO Coast Bastion Inn
Tue Mar 15 | CALGARY Carriage House Hotel &
Conference Centre
Tue Mar 15 | PETERBOROUGH @ Holiday Inn Peterborough Waterfront
Wed Mar 16 | EDMONTON Courtyard By Marriott Edmonton West
Wed Mar 16 | OSHAWA Courtyard by Marriott Oshawa
Thu Mar 17 | AURORA Holiday Inn Express & Suites Aurora
Fri Mar 18 | BARRIE Traditions Banquet Hall at the
Sheba Shrine
Mon | Mar21 | LONDON DoubleTree by Hilton London Ontario
Tue Mar 22 | VANCOUVER UBC Golf Course
Tue Mar 22 | KITCHENER Crown Plaza Kitchener
Wed Mar 23 | LANGLEY Coast Langley City Hotel &
Convention Centre
Thu Mar 24 | OTTAWA The Ottawa Conference and
Event Centre
Tue Mar 29 | ETOBICOKE Old Mill Toronto
Wed | Mar30 | BURLINGTON Atrium Banquet and Conference Centre

Pay Parking may be in effect.

Reignite your love to discover more experiences, cultures, and natural wonders of the world. Whether you’ve been dreaming of
enriching moments in Europe, immersive discoveries on a Scenic Eclipse expedition voyage, or the exotic waterways of
South East Asia, it’s time to plan and secure your Scenic river or ocean cruise in 2023 and beyond.

Scenic Eclipse - Worldwide Discovery Yacht Cruising

2:00pm — 2:45pm

Join us to learn all about 6-star, ultra-luxury ocean voyages on board

Scenic Eclipse, The World’s First Discovery Yachts™.

Europe and South East Asia River Cruising

3:00pm — 4:00pm

Come and discover the 5-star truly all-inclusive luxury river
cruises along the waterways of Europe and South East Asia.

Welcoming You Safely: Please note that the event will be following all provincial
government regulations as required by the event venue which may include proof of
vaccination. Health and safety regulations vary by province.

Your Benefits for Attending:

o Gain insights from the Scenic expert team, for first-hand
destination knowledge, travel tips, and inspiration;

Our Information Sessions are FREE but space is limited. Reserve your place now.

TO RSVP CALL 1 844 861 5264

*Terms & Conditions apply. Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours is a division of ST Touring Canada Ltd.
Office is located at Suite 1025, 401 West Georgia Street, Vancouver BC, V6B 5A1, Canada. BC consumer protection #40178.

o Learn about the benefits of small-ship cruising and handcrafted
land journeys, along with how Scenic will safeguard your wellbeing;

o Discover more about the newest journeys and exciting experiences
for 2023 or 2024 for you and your friends to enjoy;

o Receive an exclusive special bonus offer and learn more
information about current promotions.

SCENIC.CA

EXCLUSIVE
OFFERS

JUST FOR
ATTENDEES*

(new bookings only)
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Clarence Gagnon’s The Train, Winter (1913-14) shows a dark locomotive steaming through a white snowy land.
PAUL ELTER/NATIONAL GALLERY OF CANADA

New exhibit highlights
the Group of Seven’s
Canadian predecessors

Before the country’s
famed painting
collective, these artists
travelled to Europe and
had a bumpy encounter
with Impressionism

KATE
TAYLOR

Bl REVIEW

hen the exhibition Cana-
W da and Impressionism

showed in Munich in
2019, it concluded with aroom de-
voted to the Group of Seven. Here,
enthusiastic German audiences
discovered, was the full flowering
of an encounter with French Im-
pressionism by Canadian ex-pat
and repatriated artists from the
1880s to the 1920s.

Asthe same show finally opens
at the National Gallery of Canada
— delayed a year by the pandemic
and another month by the Ottawa
protests - it doesn’t need that fi-
nal room. It ends, perhaps a bit
limply, with works by Tom Thom-
son, Lawren Harris, J.E.H. MacDo-
nald and Arthur Lismer from the
mid-teens, before the Group was
formed in 1920, and with two un-
forgiving portraits from 1927 and
1930, Prudence Heward’s Anna
and Edwin Holgate’s Ludivine.

Canadians hardlyneed tobere-
minded of the Group. English
Canadians, at least, know the sto-
ry well: In1920, inspired by Thom-
son’s example and saddened by
his premature death, a group of
seven stalwart outdoorsmen set
out to paint the harsh Canadian
landscape in a new, modern way.

One hundred and two years lat-
er, revisionism is in the air. The
McMichael Canadian Art Collec-
tion in Kleinburg, Ont., marked
the centenary with an overview of
the Group, but also with Uninvit-
ed, a show devoted to the male
painters’ neglected female con-
temporaries.

In a way, the Canada and Im-
pressionism show, which brings
together about 100 paintings
from public and private Canadian
collections, is a healthy part of
that same rethinking of a national
myth. It reminds viewers that the
Group did not spring full-grown
from the brow of Zeus - or from
Algonquin Park, if you prefer.

There were Canadian prece-
dents for their plein air painting,
other artists who had travelled to
Europe and seen what the Impres-
sionists were achieving with their
focus on everyday urban life and
attention to effects of light in the
countryside and the garden.
Many of these artists are already
well-known to Canadians, if never
as revered as Thomson or Harris:
This show includes European and
Canadian scenes by Clarence Gag-
non and Maurice Cullen, and
many reminders of the easy plea-
sures to be had in the work of the
ex-pat James Wilson Morrice, rep-
resented here by luminous views
of Paris, Venice and North Africa.

Onthe other hand, it’s a stretch
to argue that Canada made much
contribution to Impressionism,
either in France or globally, as this
show might imply. Organized by
Katerina Atanassova, the Nation-

Florence Carlyle’s The Studio (1903) is a prime example of the Japanese
influence on Post-Impressionist art, depicting a woman in a kimono.
JOHN TAMBLYN/COLLECTION OF THE WOODSTOCK ART GALLERY

al Gallery’s senior Canadian cura-
tor, the exhibition takes a very
broad view of the movement. It
includes early landscapes by Wil-
liam Brymner and William Blair
Bruce that it concedes owe more
to the darker, more delicate ap-
proach of the Barbizon school,
than to anything produced by
Claude Monet or Camille Pissarro.

Also, it makes little distinction
between the academic painters
and the refuseniks since the chief
ambition of many Canadian art-
ists was to hang in Paris’s annual
Salon so to advance their careers
at home. And it continues into a
period when abstraction had
emerged in Europe while in Cana-
da the landscape painters sol-
diered on. (To be fair, these dis-
tinctions are acknowledged in the
catalogue, where there is room for
a more subtle approach to the
subject. In his prologue, Adam
Gopnik warns against the notion
art was a single-file march toward
modernism.)

Still, it seems improbable that
anything by Toronto artist George
Reid might be labelled Impres-
sionist: Hewas an academic genre
painter who specialized in narra-
tive scenes, represented here by a
studied oil of a boy reading a
book. Similarly, Marc-Aurele de
Foy Suzor-Coté’s carefully observ-
ed profiles of Quebec woodsmen
or dainty landscapes feel beside
the point. And it’s foolhardy to
compare the subject of Henri
Beau’s bland pointillist painting
of a family picnic to Edouard Ma-
net’s earth-shaking Le déjeuner sur
herbe, but the wall text does just
that.

On the other hand, one could
mention the Post-Impressionist
Paul Cézanne and the Fauves in
the same breath as Emily Carr’s
Autumn in France, a striated rendi-
tion of Breton hills dating to 1911.
Carr is a powerful example of the
show’s thesis: She went to France
in 1910 for an experience that
would revolutionize her ap-
proach to her Canadian subjects.
Unfortunately, that is one of only
two Carrs in the show. Coinciden-
tally, her European work was al-
ready spoken for by the Audain
Art Museum’s 2019-2020 show
about her relationship with
French modernism.

If there are confirmations here
- of Morrice’s light pleasures; of
Cullen and Gagnon’s solid endu-
rance - there are also, thankfully,

some revelations in a show that
includes nine women among its
three dozen artists. Florence Car-
lyle’s The Studio, a bold portrait of
awoman lounging in a kimono, is
a prime example of the Japanese
influence on Post-Impressionist
artand a provocative statement of
the subject’s intellectual and sex-
ual power. Mary Bell Eastlake’s In
the Orchard, a portrait of a young
girl in dappled light, does a nota-
ble job of turning impressionistic
effects into graphic patterning.

Ithangsin arather original sec-
tion devoted to portraits of chil-
dren where Atanassova remarks
how softening social attitudes
were refashioning childhood as a
cherished state. That includes
Paul Peel’s The Bubble Boy, a famil-
iar image of a chubby-cheeked
cherubblowing soap bubbles that
can be seen with fresh eyes in this
new context. The cutesy genre
sensibility is still there, but the
sunlight shining through the bro-
ken brim of the child’s straw hat -
that’s Impressionism.

In the end, revisionism be
damned, a triumphant national-
ist narrative does emerge: Cana-
da’s major contribution to Im-
pressionism turns out to be, un-
surprisingly, the winter scene.
Cullen returned to Canada to pro-
duce such acute observations of
winter atmosphere as The Ice Har-
vest; Gagnon, who moved be-
tween Paris and Quebec, popular-
ized the quaint Canadian snow
scene with works such as Old
Houses, Baie-Saint-Paul and, early
in his career, Lawren Harris would
observe the blue tints of snow in
shade with Snow II, that lovely
1915 canvas from the National Gal-
lery’s own collection.

But perhaps the most revealing
is Gagnon’s The Train, Winter, of
1013-14. It shows a locomotive,
that subject so elevated by Monet,
notsitting majesticallyin the Gare
St. Lazare but rather steaming
through a snowy land. It’s the his-
tory of Canada, of course, the
country forged by a railway, but as
a composition it offers an arrest-
ingly awkward contrast of black
and white and nature and tech-
nology. Heedless of incongruities,
it plows onward, rather like Cana-
da’s uneven encounter with
French Impressionism.

Canada and Impressionism
continues at the National Gallery of
Canada in Ottawa fo July 3.

The Dropout is
yet another sizzler
about a scam artist

JOHN
DOYLE

[l oriNiON

TELEVISION

or reasons it will take time to digest and understand,

we’ve been seeing a lot of drama about scams. In-

venting Anna took 10 hours and three minutes to tell

the absorbing, bizarre story of Anna Delvey, a.k.a. An-
na Sorokin (Julia Garner), known as “the fake heiress” who
conned her way upward in New York social circles. Super
Pumped: The Battle for Uber (Showtime/Crave) paints a dark
picture of Silicon Valley caprice, much of it amounting to
ruthless swindling.

The Dropout (streams Disney+) is the latest, a fictional
treatment of the story of Elizabeth Holmes, who, as a stu-
dent, created a machine that could quickly do blood tests,
at any time or place, from a single drop of blood. Her com-
pany, Theranos, was valued at billions of dollars, but the
technology never worked, no matter how many times she
claimed it did. The story is well known and Alex Gibney’s
great documentary, The Inventor: Out for Blood in Silicon
Valley (streams Crave), has already chronicled the saga.

Here, in what is a very fine drama, Amanda Seyfried is
superb as the baffling Elizabeth, a figure who’s smart, dri-
ven and hard-working but delusional. The supporting cast
is also impressive, with some stellar performances. It sure is
something to chew on, this series (eight episodes, three
available now) about big ideas, big egos and one very big
daydream.

We first meet Elizabeth at the height of her precrash
fame. A reporter says, “You are America’s youngest self-
made billionaire, that’s pretty cool.” Elizabeth smiles almost
shyly. Then it’s back to the teenage Elizabeth, a gawky, gee-
ky kid running awkwardly at school. At home, however,
she’s building a persona: the capitalist tearaway, the one
who says, “I don’t want to be president, I want to be a
billionaire.” She’s creating her
look, too; the cool, big-eyed
dreamer in red lipstick who
would eventually make that im-
age the face of her company.

But there are many layers to
this figure and Seyfried cunning-
ly draws them to the surface.
Along with the ambition, there’s
a childish naiveté to Elizabeth,
something that only a few peo-
ple can spot. There’s one superb
scene in which Elizabeth pitches
her first version of the blood-test
technology to Phyllis Gardner, a
professor of medicine at Stanford University (a real figure
played with dynamism by Laurie Metcalf). Gardner advises
her to learn more, study more, before pitching unrealistic
proposals. Holmes, all pep and self-belief, quotes Star Wars
to explain her ambition. “Don’t ever quote Yoda to anybody
here ever again,” Gardner says with withering disdain.

Yet the blocks of Elizabeth’s delusional career keep build-
ing. She can’t hold a normal conversation and practises
chit-chat in front of the mirror. She becomes involved with
the much older Sunny Balwani (Naveen Andrews), and
eventually he becomes the COO of Theranos. Many people
who should know better are charmed by her, swept away by
her tenacity. A few, including Gardner, saw through the
facade to find a child with only dreams, not true talent. That
was the scam: selling juvenile aspiration as adult expertise.

In January, Holmes was convicted on four counts of de-
frauding investors, and will be sentenced in September.

Here, in what is

a very fine drama,
Amanda Seyfried

is superb as the
baffling Elizabeth
Holmes, a figure
who's smart, driven
and hard-working
but delusional.

ALSO AIRING/STREAMING THIS WEEKEND

Lucy and Desi (streams Amazon Prime Video) is Amy Poeh-
ler’'s documentary about Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz. It is
the definition of hagiography, being a loving tribute, mainly
to Ball, but there is great energy in the copious amount of
private footage of the couple. What emerges is that Ball
worked tirelessly, fought hard to have Arnaz included in her
success, and it wore them out. Arnaz’s faults are skipped
over in favour of installing him as an intuitive genius in the
TV business, essentially creating sitcom templates used to
this day.

Winning Time: The Rise of the Lakers Dynasty (Sunday,
HBO/Crave, 9 p.m.) is a TV series, not a documentary. As
such it takes a wildly idiosyncratic tack to the story of how
the LA Lakers, led by Earvin (Magic) Johnson, became leg-
endary champs. Based on the early episodes (there are
eight), essentially it locates a sports story as a Hollywood
tale, all about flash, ego and fun. Magic Johnson (Quincy
Isaiah) is the leading man, with the big smile, and a show-
boater. You don’t need to be a basketball aficionado, but it
helps.

Finally, note that Outlander (Sunday, W channel, 9 p.m.)
returns at last for Season 6. History, romance, adventure
and some fighting, on probably the most popular show in
the world. Also be aware that Season 1 of Sanditon (Sunday,
PBS, 8 p.m.) is repeated in a marathon to lead into next
week’s second season arrival.

Amanda Seyfried stars as Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes
in The Dropout, which follows Holmes as she attempts to
revolutionize the health care industry with a new blood-testing
tech - technology that, we now know, never worked.
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A man moves flowers to the centre of a makeshift memorial for the victims of the Boston Marathon
bombings, on Boylston Street in Boston, in April, 2013. JESSICA RINALDI/REUTERS

Boston Marathon bomber’s
death sentence reimposed

With federal executions halted by
the U.S. Justice Department,
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is unlikely

to be put to death any time soon

MARK SHERMAN WASHINGTON

The U.S. Supreme Court has reinstated the
death sentence for Boston Marathon bomber
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

The justices, by a 6-3 vote Friday, agreed with
the Biden administration’s arguments that a
federal appeals court was wrong to throw out
the sentence of death a jury imposed on Mr.
Tsarnaev for his role in the bombing that killed
three people near the finish line of the mara-
thon in 2013.

“Dzhokhar Tsarnaev committed heinous
crimes. The Sixth Amendment nonetheless
guaranteed him a fair trial before an impartial
jury. He received one,” Justice Clarence Thomas
wrote for the majority, made up of the court’s
six conservative justices.

The court reversed the 1st U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals in Boston, which ruled in 2020 that
the trial judge improperly excluded evidence
that could have shown Mr. Tsarnaev was deeply
influenced by his older brother, Tamerlan, and
was somehow less responsible for the carnage.
The appeals court also faulted the judge for not
sufficiently questioning jurors about their ex-
posure to extensive news coverage of the
bombing.

In dissent for the court’s three liberal justic-
es, Justice Stephen Breyer wrote, “In my view,
the Court of Appeals acted lawfully in holding
that the District Court should have allowed
Dzhokhar to introduce this evidence.”

Justice Breyer has called on the court to re-
consider capital punishment. “I have written
elsewhere about the problems inherent in a
system that allows for the imposition of the
death penalty. ... This case provides just one
more example of some of those problems,” he
wrote in a section of his dissent his liberal col-
leagues, Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Soto-
mayor, did not join.

The prospect that Mr. Tsarnaev, now 28, will
be executed any time soon is remote. The Jus-
tice Department halted federal executions last
summer after the Trump administration car-
ried out 13 executions in its final six months.

Mr. Tsarnaev’s guilt in the deaths of Lingzi
Lu, a 23-year-old Boston University graduate
student from China; Krystle Campbell, a 29-
year-old restaurant manager from Medford,
Mass.; and 8-year-old Martin Richard, of Bos-

ton, was not at issue, only whether he should be
put to death or imprisoned for life.

Mr. Tsarnaev was convicted of all 30 charges
against him, including conspiracy and use of a
weapon of mass destruction and the killing of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology police
officer Sean Collier during the Tsarnaev broth-
ers’ getaway attempt. The appeals court upheld
all but a few of his convictions.

Two people who were seriously injured in
the bombing and its aftermath praised Friday’s
outcome on Twitter.

“Congratulations to all who worked tireless-
ly for justice,” wrote Adrianne Haslet, a profes-
sional ballroom dancer who lost a leg in the at-
tacks. Dic Donohue, a Massachusetts transit po-
lice officer who was critically wounded in a fire-
fight with the two marathon bombers,
tweeted: “Bottom line: He can’t kill anyone
else”

The main focus at high-court arguments in
October was on evidence that implicated Ta-
merlan Tsarnaev in a triple killing in the Boston
suburb of Waltham on the 10th anniversary of
the Sept. 11,2001, terrorist attacks. The evidence
bolstered the defence team theory that Dzhok-
har Tsarnaev was indoctrinated and radicalized
by his older brother.

The trial judge had rejected that argument,
ruling that the evidence linking Tamerlan to
the Waltham killings was unreliable and irrele-
vant to Dzhokhar’s participation in the mara-
thon attack. The judge also said the defence
team’s argument would only confuse jurors.

One problem with the evidence about the
Waltham killings was that both Tamerlan Tsar-
naev and Ibragim Todashev, who implicated
him, were dead by the time of the trial.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, had been in a gun-
fight with police and was run over by his broth-
er as he fled, hours before police captured a
bloodied and wounded Dzhokhar Tsarnaev in
the Boston suburb of Watertown.

Mr. Todashev was interviewed by investiga-
tors after the marathon attack. He told author-
ities Tamerlan recruited him to rob the three
men, and they bound the men with duct tape
before Tamerlan slashed their throats to avoid
leaving any witnesses.

In a bizarre twist, while Mr. Todashev was be-
ing questioned in Florida, he was shot dead af-
ter authorities say he attacked the agents. The
agent who killed Mr. Todashev was cleared of
any criminal wrongdoing.

Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Sa-
muel Alito, Amy Coney Barrett, Neil Gorsuch
and Brett Kavanaugh also voted to reimpose
Mr. Tsarnaev’s death sentence.
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Nova Scotia’s Black community, officials
say more race-based COVID-19 data needed

DANIELLE EDWARDS HALIFAX

Long-standing inequities in education, housing
and employment in Nova Scotia’s Black com-
munities have been amplified by COVID-19, ac-
cording to community leaders who are trying to
collect better race-based data on the pandemic.

Those same issues have left African Nova
Scotians vulnerable to misinformation about
the disease, said David Haase, with the Health
Association of African Canadians, or HAAC.

“When COVID came along, we recognized
that there was misinformation, mainly on so-
cial media, that the community was seeing and
absorbing,” Mr. Haase said during arecent inter-
view. “Thingslike, ‘Black people are not as easily
infected, which is the opposite to the reality, we
realized.”

The past two years have been particularly dif-
ficult for the province’s Black community,
many of whom are descendants of American
Loyalists who fled to Nova Scotia during the
1780s in response to the American Revolution.

John Ariyo, director of equality and engage-
ment with the province, said in aninterview last
week, “COVID has actually uncovered some of
the inequalities in our communities when it
comes to Black residents.”

Data from the Affordable Housing Associ-
ation of Nova Scotia indicate that from Febru-
ary, 2020, to February, 2022, the number of peo-
ple of African descent experiencing homeless-
ness in the Halifax region rose to 93 people from
59.

Ingrid Waldron, a professor in the humani-
ties department at McMaster University, has
been working with Dalhousie University to ex-

plore the pandemic’s effects on African Nova
Scotians and to build a culturally specific re-
sponse plan for future major health crises.

“Many of these Black communities in Nova
Scotiaare historic communities that are rural or
semi-rural and they don’t, in some cases, have a
lot of amenities,” she said.

As a part of her study, she helped conduct an
online survey in January, 2021, to explore rates
of COVID-19 infection in the majority Black
communities of North Preston and East Pres-
ton, as well as the kinds of health care services
the residents needed at the time.

“The fact that they live in rural or isolated
communities has everything to do with coloni-
alism and how they came to Nova Scotia,” she
said in a recent interview. “When they came
here as descendants of American Black Loyal-
ists it’s not like they had a lot of choice where
they went. They were directed at specific places,
and many of those placeslacked resources from
the get-go. That, to me, compounds the poverty
and inequality that they have faced.”

The earlier days of the pandemic in some
Black communities were marked by stigmatiza-
tion, Prof. Waldron said, especially following
comments from Chief Medical Officer Robert
Strang. Following those comments, Prof. Wal-
dron said members of those communities be-
gan to reach out and encourage people to get
tested, a phenomenon she sought to explore in
her study.
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This story was produced with the financial
assistance of the Facebook and Canadian Press
News Fellowship.

Canada must do more to
control plastic waste exports,
Environment Minister says

MIA RABSON OTTAWA

In the year since new rules to slow
global exports of plastic waste
took effect, Canada’s shipments
rose by more than 13 per cent, and
most of it is going to the United
States with no knowledge of
where it ultimately ends up.

Environment Minister Steven
Guilbeault said that kind of lacka-
daisical approach to exporting
plastic waste has to stop. “I'm very
worried about that and I think we
clearly haveto dobetter,” Mr. Guil-
beault said in an interview.

“If we’re shipping plastics that
are aimed at recycling, we better
make sure that that’s what hap-
pens. And frankly, right now, it’s
not clear to me that is always the
case and in fact there’s been a
number of instances where it’s
not.”

Mr. Guilbeault said he is talking
to his officials about what can be
done to fix the problem “because
right now we’re not doing a very
good job.”

Canada’s shaky history on plas-
tic waste exports got internation-
al attention in 2019, when ship-
ments of garbage falsely labelled
as plastics for recycling led to a
diplomatic standoff with the Phi-
lippines. It put a spotlight on the
global trade in garbage, which
mostly saw wealthy countries
putting their trash on container
ships bound for the developing
world where it often ends up in
landfills or burned, causing a raft
of environmental and human
health repercussions.

In the wake of that embarrass-
ment, Canada said it would work
with the Canada Border Services
Agency to halt exports of contam-
inated plastic and agreed to
amendments to the UN Basel
Convention on hazardous waste
that added mixed plastic waste to
the substances covered by the
convention’s rules.

On paper that meant that after
Jan.1,2021, Canada should only be
able to export waste to other con-
vention members, and such ex-
ports would need prior informed
consent from the importing
country, and confirmation of how
the waste was disposed.

But a few months before the
amendments came into force
Canada quietly signed an agree-
ment with the United States al-
lowing for free flow of plastic
waste between the two, even
though the U.S. is not a party to

the Basel Convention. The agree-
mentis allowed under Basel rules,
but because the U.S. is not bound
by the convention, it can do what
it likes with the waste, including
shipping it anywhere.

Trade data collected by the
Basel Action Network shows
more than 340 million kilograms
of plastic waste was exported by
the U.S. to just four countries in
2021 - Malaysia, Indonesia, India
and Vietnam.

Kathleen Ruff,head of Right On
Canada, which lobbies against the
exports of all hazardous waste,
called the Canada-U.S. agreement
“a colossal loophole that violates
the Basel Convention by allowing
us to export huge amounts of
plastic and other wastes to the
U.S. with no controls to prevent
our wastes from being then ship-
ped to developing countries.”

The plasticamendments to the
Basel Convention were intended
to start cutting back on total ex-
ports of plastic waste. Butin the 12
months after the amendments
kicked in, affecting most waste
shipments to Basel signatories,
Canada’s shipments of plastic
waste rose by 13 per cent to 170
million kilograms.

Its shipments to the U.S. to-
talled 158 million kilograms, an
increase of 16 per cent from 2020
and 92 per cent of total exports.
The 2021 total is the highest since
2017, when almost 200 kilograms
were exported, less than 60 per
cent of it to the U.S.

Vancouver Island NDP MP
Gord Johns, who successfully
passed a motion to create a na-
tional strategy against plastic pol-
lution, said Canada’s record on
plastic pollution “is horrendous.”
He said if Mr. Guilbeault is serious
about plastic waste, he would get
Canada to sign the full Basel Con-
vention amendment banning the
export of hazardous waste, in-
cluding most plastics, with or
without the consent of an import-
ing country.

One hundred of the 188 Basel
Convention parties have ratified
that amendment but Canada is
not among them. “Until and un-
less Canada joins the 100 coun-
triesthatacceptthatamendment,
they’re not bound by it,” he said.
“And the amendment makes it il-
legal to export hazardous waste
from Canada to developing coun-
tries. So ... why does Canada re-
fuse to join the rest of the world?”
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FORD F-450 CHASSIS XL SD REG CAB

DRW TERRADYNE $424,900
2018 MCLAREN 720S LUXURY $318,800
2013 ROLLS-ROYCE GHOST $243,888
2022 AUDI RS E-TRON GT 4-DR $199,900
2018 ASTON MARTIN DB11 COUPE $198,888
2021 BMW ALPINA XB7 $188,800
2021 TESLA MODEL S PLAID $187,800
2021 MERCEDES BENZ GLE 63S AMG .........ccconiminiinssnininnns $173,888
2019 MERCEDES BENZ AMG S63 $169,888
2020 RANGE ROVER SC P525 LWB HSE...........c.ccconsinincninens $143,888
2021 DODGE DURANGO SRT HELLCAT (LEASE ONLY) ....$139,888
2021 CHEVROLET CORVETTE CONVERTIBLE............ccoieiminens $135,888
2020 BMW M-5 COMPETITION AWD $129,900
2021 MERCEDES BENZ GLE 53 $119,888
1977 FERRARI 308 GTB $98,888
2018 KARMA REVERO $77,888
2017 LANDROVER RANGE ROVER HSE DIESEL.............cccnueee $77,800
2019 AUDIRS3 $74,900
2018 GMC YUKON DENALI XL $74,888
2017 LANDROVER RANGE ROVER SPORT HSE DYNAMIC........ $69,888
2021 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE $64,900
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A gentleman of distinction - A fun
loving, worldly, sociable, outgoing
and highly acclaimed professional
seeks an erudite, warm, energetic and
cultured mid-late 70's G.T.A. lady with
a passion for international travel, the
outdoors and cultural pursuits. Photo
pls.: refinedandculturedscholar@
gmail.com.

One outstanding woman- An
exceptionally attractive, fun loving,
bright and accomplished business
owner and model with varied
interests seeks a committed
relationship  with a handsome,
successful, sincere, worldly, charming
and confident early-mid-50's
gentleman. Photo please:
topofthelinestunner@gmail.com.
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Diamonds, Rolex, Cartier, Faberge,
Tiffany, Georg Jensen, etc.
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Vaccine hesitancy runs deep among America’s devout

Life Tabernacle Church’s
pastor, Tony Spell, and
others continue to reject
most pandemic-related
science, cry conspiracy

ADRIAN MORROW
U.S. CORRESPONDENT
BATON ROUGE, LA.

nacle Church vaguely resem-

bles a Bed Bath & Beyond
outlet, an off-white big-box em-
porium of salvation on a subur-
ban arterial road.

But its pastor, Tony Spell, sees
his mission as far greater than
simply selling the gospel to the
good people of Baton Rouge. He
is currently fighting a legal war
with the Louisiana government
over its right to impose COVID-19
safety precautions on churches
such as his.

“It’s just the most important
case for religious freedom in the
history of the United States,” he
says in his wood-panelled office
before an evening service one
winter Tuesday, a gold-leaf map
of the world on the wall behind
his desk.

The pastor was charged with
violating Governor John Bel Ed-
wards’s stay-at-home order in
the spring of 2020 by repeatedly
holding in-person church servic-
es. Then, he was arrested for
backing up a bus in the direction
of a man protesting Life Taber-
nacle’s disregard for pandemic
safety. Shooting an alligator in a
lake behind the church last June
netted him further citations for
illegal hunting.

Not only is Mr. Spell, 43, fight-
ing these prosecutions, he’s also
suing the state. It’s one of several
such cases from U.S. churches
that aim to restrict government’s
ability to bring in measures
meant to control the pandemic.

If churches aren’t given special
protections from COVID-19 pro-
tocols, he contends, Mr. Edwards
will unleash a clampdown of bib-
lical proportions.

“He is a tyrant, he’s a bully and
he’s had his way for 23 months
now,” the pastor says. “Next
time, he’ll close everybody to get
us. You see, Herod Kkilled every
baby boy of two years and young-
er to try to Kkill Jesus.”

Mr. Spell rejects most pan-
demic-related science. He argues
that COVID-19 vaccines are the
result of a “conspiratory” plan
between government and drug
companies. Life Tabernacle’s en-
tire congregation is unvaccinat-
ed, he says, and none wear
masks.

From the outside, Life Taber-

Tony Spell, pastor of Life Tabernacle Church, calls his legal battle with the Louisiana government over its right to impose COVID-19 safety
precautions on churches ‘the most important case for religious freedom in the history of the United States.” GERALD HERBERT/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Instead, he champions the use
of scientifically unproven and
potentially dangerous COVID-19
remedies such as deworming
medication ivermectin and anti-
malarial drug hydroxychloro-
quine.

“Trump two years ago was
talking about drinking bleach,
that’s hydroxychloroquine. Why
did that never take? Because
they’re seven cents a pill, while
the bureaucrats who are in gov-
ernment own the Pfizers and the
Johnson & Johnsons,” he says.

The overwhelming medical
consensus, of course, is that the
vaccines are safe and effective,
while ivermectin and hydroxy-
chloroquine are not. Data from
the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention show unvac-
cinated Americans are 97 times
more likely to die of COVID-19
than those who have been vacci-
nated and received a booster. Al-
so, most commonly used bleach
is actually a dilute of sodium hy-
pochlorite.

One of Mr. Spell’s own lawyers
knows first-hand how dangerous
the virus can be.

Jeff Wittenbrink, a barrister
representing Life Tabernacle, was
hospitalized with COVID-19 in
April of 2020. His illness was so
severe that he became too weak
to speak or eat, was put on ox-

ygen and developed pneumonia.
But it didn’t change his views.
“People have fought and died
to protect those rights,” Mr. Wit-
tenbrink says. “If you died of CO-
VID because you were fighting
for freedom, well then, so be it.”

Trump two years ago
was talking about
drinking bleach, that's
hydroxychloroquine.
Why did that never
take?

TONY SPELL
PASTOR, LIFE TABERNACLE CHURCH

COVID-19  restrictions on
churches, he contends, are the
actions of a “totalitarian” govern-
ment comparable to that of Chi-
na. He also expounds on a con-
spiracy theory, promoted by for-
mer president Donald Trump,
that hospitals are artificially in-
flating COVID-19 death tolls for
financial reasons.

Another of Mr. Spell’s lawyers
is Roy Moore. A former chief jus-
tice of the Alabama Supreme
Court, he was removed from of-
fice twice, the first time for in-
stalling a granite monument to
the Ten Commandments in the

courthouse and the second for
ordering the state’s courts to not
recognize the legalization of
same-sex marriage.

Mr. Moore argues that the reli-
gious freedoms guaranteed by
the U.S. Constitution make
churches a more essential service
than food and clothing stores.
“Our constitution says the
church as an institution is sep-
arate from the state,” he says.
“They don’t say grocery stores
are an institution that’s separate
from the state.”

The former judge contends
that COVID-19, which has killed
more than 900,000 Americans, is
a lesser problem than public-
health restrictions. “The greatest
danger that we faced in our so-
ciety here in America was not
from the pandemic, it was from
the tyranny exercised by the gov-
ernment, excusing their actions
because of the pandemic,” he
says.

These cases, and the thinking
behind them, help explain why
the fight against COVID-19 has
largely stalled out in this country.

The Supreme Court in January
struck down President Joe Bi-
den’s effort to compel employees
of large companies to be vacci-
nated. In a YouGov poll last sum-
mer, 60 per cent of Republican
voters said the threat of CO-

VID-19 had been exaggerated for
political reasons.

As for Mr. Spell, he’s carrying
on with his ministry. After wrap-
ping up an interview in his office,
he proceeds to the church’s ca-
vernous central hall for a service,
passing framed press clippings
about his various arrests. As the
congregation files in, the pastor
paces, speaking in tongues and
stamping his feet.

Worship at Life Tabernacle, as
at most megachurches in the U.S.
South, takes the form of a con-
cert. A three-piece band and sev-
en backup singers join Mr. Spell
onstage. A slim, besuited man
with slicked-back hair, he has the
mien of a 1950s crooner as he
makes his way through rendi-
tions of We’ve Come to Praise Him,
Way Maker and We Will Walk
Through the Streets of the City.
Hundreds of faithful are on their
feet dancing.

Daniel Bourque, the 68-year-
old retired owner of a painting
company, says any limit on doing
this is an unfathomable breach
of something sacred. For him, he
says, church is “more important”
than being able to eat.

“You can buy food, but after
you eat it you become hungry
again,” he says. “Here, you come
in and you get something direct-
ly from God.”
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SUBARU

' I ! - t This year, 5 Subaru vehicles have been awarded the
We Come o IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK. Those winners may span multiple

UNCOMMON"  categories, butthey all share our super-strong reinforced

frame and EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology. All of which
Sa ety amounts to an extra level of safety to protect those you love.
2022 OUTBACK 2022 ASCENT 2022 LEGACY
[IHS TOP SAFETY PICK+ [IHS TOP SAFETY PICK+ IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK+
2022 CROSSTREK 2022 IMPREZA (5-DR)
[IHS TOP SAFETY PICK IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK
MODELS WITH EYESIGHT® MODELS WITH EYESIGHT®
AND SPECIFIC HEADLIGHTS AND SPECIFIC HEADLIGHTS

EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe
and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions.
See Owner's Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. TRatings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be
equipped exactly as shown. Crosstrek, Impreza, Outback, Legacy, Ascent and Subaru are registered trademarks.
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Best in Canada.
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Out of more than 1,000 hospitals
worldwide, medical professionals
have ranked Toronto General Hospital
among the best.

We’ve come this far
because of the generosity of
our donors. With your support,

we’ll build a healthier world.

Toronto General
. U H N Toronto Western
Give tOday. Toronto Rehab
UHNfoundatiOn ca FOUNDATION Michener Institute

416-603-5300 KNOWLEDGE LIVES HERE.
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Customers stock up on household goods at an IKEA store in Moscow on Thursday before the Swedish-based retailer suspends its operations in Russia. STAFF/REUTERS

OUT OF RUSSIA

Companies are turning against the country at a moment when new priorities like ESG are shaping the collective consciousness
of the Western business world and galvanizing its response. Nicholas Van Praet, Jason Kirby and Chris Hannay report = ss

miner Putin will soon pine for the world
order he’s determined to disrupt = sz

rapwansk Canada has a role to play in the
move away from Russian energy = es

How Europe can stop
filling its tank with
Russian fossil fuels

EMMA GRANEY
ENERGY REPORTER
BERLIN

Amid the human toll and rubble left behind by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, Europe’s energy relation-
ship with Moscow also lies in tatters.

A continent that for decades has been reliant on
fossil fuels from Russia is undergoing a seismic shift
in its thinking, with long-standing oil-and-gas im-
port policies that withstood even the Cold War be-
ing called into question. Now, Europe is grappling
with how to secure an energy future beyond Krem-
lin control. If Moscow refuses to let up, the public
pressure on Western governments will grow, setting
the stage for what only last month seemed an un-
likely proposition: European sanctions against Rus-
sian oil and gas.
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Quick exit: Inside
the power struggle
at Agnico Eagle

NIALL McGEE
MINING REPORTER

A power struggle at Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd. over
corporate culture, personnel and strategy led to the
big Canadian gold miner cutting ties with its new
chief executive officer, Tony Makuch, only 16 days
after he took over the job following a merger with
his former employer, Kirkland Lake Gold Ltd.

Mr. Makuch’s hard-driving, bulldozer manage-
ment style repeatedly bumped up against the
hands-off, diplomatic approach of Agnico’s execu-
tive chairman, Sean Boyd, according to seven sourc-
es familiar with the situation.

The clashes culminated in an emergency board
meeting last week, during which the Toronto-based
miner voted Mr. Makuch out and installed Agnico’s
president, Ammar Al-Joundi, as his replacement.

AGNICO, B5

* SPORTS war in ukraine NHL's Russian players will have to pick a side, Cathal Kelly says = g14

nockey Wayne Simmonds of the Maple Leafs set to suit up for 1,000th NHL game = s15

cricker Legendary Australian cricketer Shane Warne dies at 52 in Thailand = 824
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Putin wasted great opportunities in Russia’s G8 days

Peddling more gas to
China and military gear
to India can’t substitute
for what he could have
gained as part of West

BRIAN MILNER

Bl oriNION

atching Russian Presi-
Wdent Vladimir Putin do
his best to trash the ex-

isting world order, it’s hard to be-
lieve he once belonged to an elite
Western political and economic
club that played a key role in
shaping it. Even more puzzling is
the question of why someone
once regarded as a reasonably ra-
tional, pragmatic autocrat is will-
ing to inflict so much pain on an
already troubled domestic econ-
omy while thumbing his nose at
some of his country’s biggest
trading partners and sources of
foreign capital.

So far, Mr. Putin seems unper-
turbed by the unprecedented
Western financial sanctions that
have shredded the ruble, ham-
strung his central bank, ham-
mered Russian securities and
triggered a run on the country’s
banks. Russians, stuck with
worthless credit cards and wor-
ried about the safety of their
pensions, are withdrawing as
much cash as they can get their
hands on to weather the coming
storms.

Russia’s central bank would
usually have dipped into its war
chest of more than US$640-bil-
lion in foreign exchange and
gold reserves to prop up the
plunging ruble. But its currency
assets held in Western financial
institutions - amounting to
more than half the total - have
been frozen by the latest sanc-
tions. So the bank has resorted to
imposing capital controls and
more than doubling interest
rates to 20 per cent. So far, this
has failed to stanch the bleeding,

ENBRIDGE

MICHELE HARRADENCE

Al Monaco, President and
Chief Executive Officer of
Enbridge Inc., is pleased to
announce the appointment of
Michele Harradence to Senior
Vice President & President,
Gas Distribution and Storage,
Enbridge Inc., which includes
Enbridge Gas in Ontario and
Gazifére in Québec. She will be
based in Toronto, Ontario.

Ms. Harradence brings 25
years' experience in the
energy value creation chain
within the oil and gas sector,
including upstream, midstream,
downstream and refail
operations. She has combined
her extensive engineering,
legal and business background
to build a strong track record of
accomplishments af Enbridge
and has been integral in
building the company’s best-in-
class safety, environmental and
operational performance.

Previously, she held executive
roles at Enbridge, most recently
as Senior Vice President and
Chief Operations Officer, Gas
Transmission and Midstream.
Prior to joining Enbridge, she
also served on leadership
teams at Spectra Energy and
Shell Canada.

Ms. Harradence was named
one of National Diversity
Council’s Top 50 Most Powerful
Women in Oil and Gas.
Enbridge is North America’s
leading energy infrastructure
company.

ENBRIDGE

Life Takes Energy*

www.enbridge.com

So far, Russian President Vladimir Putin seems unmoved by the
imposition of stiff sanctions and the new plight of old oligarch friends
who helped him amass and hide a sizable fortune. SPUTNIK/VIA REUTERS

as the economy hurtles toward
disaster.

Mr. Putin appears equally un-
moved by the plight of his old
oligarch pals, who helped him
amass and hide a sizable fortune.
They face losing their posh Lon-
don properties, access to their
Swiss bank accounts and the use
of their fleets of private jets and
superyachts.

Such callous indifference
stems from the Russian leader’s
obsessive determination to dis-
mantle an independent, demo-
cratic Ukraine and bring a docile
version back inside his domain.
He has obviously decided this is
his last chance to avoid losing yet
another former Soviet satellite to
the allure of the European
Union, which is already Uk-
raine’s largest trading partner.

Mr. Putin gambled that this
would be a quick, relatively
bloodless exercise and that soar-
ing prices for oil and natural gas
would help cushion the econo-
my from any possible repercus-
sions. He may also have conclud-
ed that deepening ties with Chi-
na, Brazil, India and a handful of
other governments would enable

BOMBARDIER SAYS IT WILL
SUSPEND SALES, SERVICES
TO RUSSIAN CLIENTS

Canadian luxury jet maker
Bombardier Inc. is breaking off
all dealings with Russian cus-
tomers, including wealthy indi-
viduals who've already bought
its jets and might want them
serviced.

The Montreal-based company
has “suspended all activities
with Russian clients, including
all forms of technical assist-
ance,” it said in a statement
Friday.

The halt includes sales, mar-
keting and any advice Bombar-
dier might give on aircraft
operation and troubleshooting,
company spokesman Mark
Masluch said.

Bombardier could not say
how many of its 5,000 planes
currently flying would be affect-
ed. Sales in Russia and former
Soviet bloc countries accounted
for 5 per cent to 6 per cent of
its US$6.1-billion 2021 global
revenue.

Mr. Masluch said Bombardier
moved to comply fully with
international sanctions imposed
by many countries, including
Canada, the United States and
Britain.

“In terms of making oper-
ational decisions, we’re very
much in line with how we
must uphold the different laws,
regulations and sanctions,” Mr.
Masluch said.

The company said in a state-
ment it was deeply saddened
by the humanitarian disaster in
Ukraine and pledged to donate
$150,000 to the Red Cross,
along with the J. Armand Bom-
bardier Foundation.

“We will do our part, in any
way possible, to help the
governments around the world
pursue an end to this horrific
conflict,” the statement said.

International giants such as
BP PLC are walking away from
billions in Russian assets, and
Canada’s Magna International
Inc. and Kinross Gold Corp.
have stopped production in the
country.

Bombardier does not have
any production or major
suppliers in Russia and Uk-
raine, but it sells to high-net-
worth individuals and busi-
nesses there, and those sales
could be threatened by sanc-
tions and turmoil in equity
markets.

CHRIS HANNAY AND
NICOLAS VAN PRAET

BOMBARDIER (BBD.B)
CLOSE: $1.38, DOWN 8¢

Russia to replace lost Western
capital and technology while
providing ready markets for in-
creased energy exports.

Unfortunately, there was no
one in his shrinking inner circle
of advisers to warn the increas-
ingly isolated leader about the
disasters he might be unleash-
ing. His war cabinet consists of a
handful of aging hardliners who
don’t fear sanctions because they
have no assets or business inter-
ests outside Russia.

Three of them, like Mr. Putin,
are old KGB hands who yearn for
the bad old days and share his
vision of a new world order dom-
inated by a trio of great powers
operating within distinct spheres
of influence. In this dream, a
more closely allied Moscow and
Beijing could team up to further
diminish Washington’s waning
global clout.

“When it comes to Ukraine,
people in Moscow and the West
can be forgiven for assuming
that the Kremlin’s policy is in-
formed by a dispassionate strate-
gy derived from endless hours of
interagency debate and the
weighing of pros and cons,”

Alexander Gabuev, a senior fel-
low at the Carnegie Moscow Cen-
tre, wrote recently in The Econo-
mist. “What actually drives the
Kremlin are the tough ideas and
interests of a small group of
longtime lieutenants ... as well
as those of the Russian leader
himself.”

Since Russia’s 2014 seizure of
Crimea, it has lived with Western
sanctions, which have prompted
the Kremlin to try to safeguard
the Russian economy. It was as
part of this “Fortress Russia”
strategy that the central bank
built up its huge foreign currency
reserves and the government re-
duced the country’s reliance on
Western imports, including tech-
nology.

It was the Crimean annexa-
tion that got Russia booted out
of the Group of Eight industrial
countries. The United States and
other Western powers had been
so eager to welcome a reforming
Russia into their capitalist club
that they made room for then-
president Boris Yeltsin at the ta-
ble in 1997, less than a year be-
fore his bankrupt government
defaulted on its massive debt
and the country’s economy end-
ed up on life support.

Mr. Putin stayed in the group
when he replaced Mr. Yeltsin in
2000, but he never looked com-
fortable hanging out with demo-
cratically elected politicians he
didn’t trust, and who espoused a
version of global open-market
capitalism he didn’t believe in.
They certainly hadn’t done much
to help fix the fiscal and eco-
nomic mess he inherited.

On his way out the G8's door
14 years later, he remarked that
the important work on interna-
tional issues was being done by
the Group of 20 anyway. Yet a
year before the G8 reverted to the
G7, Mr. Putin observed that the
group’s discussions were “distin-
guished by their depth and confi-
dentiality, making it possible to
constructively resolve many po-
litical issues, even the most diffi-
cult ones.”

One contentious issue they

could not resolve was the future
of a now pro-Western Ukraine.
The country had no desire to re-
turn to the Kremlin’s little club
of former Soviet satellites, which
was designed to serve as a buffer
against further encroachment by
the European Union and NATO
while providing captive markets
for Russian exports.

Without Ukraine (whose large
population has been growing
and getting younger while Rus-
sia’s is shrinking and aging), Mr.
Putin’s grandly labelled Eurasian
Economic Union, conceived as a
counterweight to the EU, doesn’t
work.

“The union’s aim was to ce-
ment and institutionalize Rus-
sian influence,” geopolitical
strategist Marko Papic writes in
his 2021 book Geopolitical Alpha.
But if Ukraine is allowed to con-
tinue charting a Western course,
Mr. Putin is left with little more
than his own country, shaky Be-
larus “and a collection of Lillipu-
tian economies from central Asia
and the Caucasus.”

British political philosopher
John Gray once opined that the
Kremlin’s goal “may be to roll
back Western influence in Rus-
sia’s ‘near abroad,’ but their strat-
egy is to take whatever they can.
Perceiving the West to be in de-
cline, they are testing whether it
has any coherent strategy to pro-
tect its interests.”

That was in 2008, after Mr. Pu-
tin launched a military assault
against Georgia following the
election of a pro-Western govern-
ment there. Now, with the co-or-
dinated Western response to his
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, he
may finally be getting the answer
to that question.

Soon, he may also discover
that peddling more gas to China,
military gear to India and un-
competitive goods to a few hap-
less members of his little club is
no substitute for what he could
have gained by keeping the exist-
ing world order - and Russia’s
place in it - intact.

Special to The Globe and Mail

Russian oligarch could have indirect stake
in WestJet through deal to buy Sunwing

ERIC ATKINS TRANSPORTATION REPORTER

A Russian oligarch on Europe’s blacklist could
end up holding an indirect stake in Onex
Corp.’s WestJet Group if the investment compa-
ny’s takeover of Sunwing Airlines is approved
by the Canadian government.

Alexei Mordashov, one of Russia’s wealthiest
men, was sanctioned by the European Union on
Monday over the country’s invasion of Ukraine.
He owns 34 per cent of London-listed tourism
giant TUI AG, which owns 49 per cent of Toron-

to’s Sunwing.

On Wednesday, WestJet announced a deal to

buy Sunwing for an undisclosed amount. In the

takeover, which requires regulatory approval,
TUI and Sunwing owner Stephen Hunter would
become minority shareholders of West]Jet

Group.

" BANK
THEET

Russian steel magnate Alexei Mordashov owns
34 per cent of British tourism giant TUI AG, which
in turn owns 49 per cent of Canada’s

Sunwing. SERGEI KARPUKHIN/REUTERS

Mr. Mordashov, chairman of Russian steel-

maker Severstal, is not on Canada’s list of 33 oli-
garchs who face sanctions that include asset
freezes and a bar on entry to Canada. The Cana-
dian sanctions also prohibit doing business

with those on the list.

Mr. Mordashov resigned from TUT’s supervi-
sory board on Wednesday. Vladimir Lukin, a
Russian politician, resigned on Friday, TUI said.

day afternoon.

Transport Canada spokesperson Sau Sau Liu
said: “Should a formal submission be made by
WestJet and Sunwing, the government will con-

duct the appropriate reviews in a rigorous fash-

“The aim of the EU sanctions is

to prevent Mr. Mordashov from

disposing of his shares in TUI AG,”

TUIsaid in a statement on its web-
site. “This is to prevent Mr. Mor-
dashov from realizing any pro-
ceeds or profits from his invest-
ment in TUL In this context, Mr.
Mordashov is also resigning from
TUI’s supervisory board with im-
mediate effect. He formally de-
clared the resignation of his man-
date to the company today.”

Alexei Mordashov,
one of Russia’s
wealthiest men, was
sanctioned by the
European Union on
Monday over his
country’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Sunwing spokeswoman Mela-

nie Anne Filipp said TUI is a minority sharehol-
derintheleisure travel company and has no say
in operations. “That will remain the case should
this transaction be approved,” Ms. Filipp said.
“Sunwing Travel Group strongly condemns the
horrific attacks on the Ukrainian people. We ful-
ly support efforts by the Canadian government
to hold Russia accountable.”

E-mails to Onex, WestJet and Transport Min-
ister Omar Alghabra were not returned on Fri-

DILBERT

ion, adhering to required timelines.”
Jan Cimon, a business professor at Laval Uni-
versity, said the possibility of Mr. Mordashov

owning an indirect stake in Cana-
da’s second-largest airline at a
time of sanctions and the war in
Ukraine underlines the need to
carefully examine the deal. “That
is a great source of uncertainty,”
Prof. Cimon said. “That’s why
having such an investor, even if
they are passive, is a potential lia-
bility.”

He said the presence of a Rus-
sian oligarch could also increase
scrutiny on TUL “Just the fact he’s
there ... that should warrant fur-

ther examination and warrant an examination
of what [TUT’s] role is going to be.”

“It certainly is a cause for caution to have a
shareholder who may have issues, meaning
that given all the sanctions and the business en-
vironment with Russia ... it’s much harder from
atransparency and governance point of view to
have Russian stockholders,” Prof. Cimon said.

With a report from Nicolas Van Ptaet in Montreal
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House of Commons report recommends
against Rogers’ proposed takeover of Shaw

Committee says if
merger goes forward,
Ottawa must ensure
that all attached
conditions are
enforceable

ALEXANDRA POSADZKI
TELECOM REPORTER

A House of Commons committee
is recommending against Rogers
Communications Inc’s pro-
posed $26-billion takeover of
Shaw Communications Inc. and
urging the federal government to
prioritize affordability as it re-
views the deal.

A report from the industry and
technology committee tabled on
Friday said that if the merger
goes forward, the government
must ensure that all of the condi-
tions attached are enforceable. It
also urged Ottawa to give priority
to the concerns of consumers in
its review of the transaction, for
example, by requiring Rogers to
sell Shaw’s wireless business,
Freedom Mobile.

Although the report’s recom-
mendations are non-binding,
they add to growing political con-
cerns about the takeover, which
could reduce the number of wire-
less players from four to three in
Ontario, Alberta and British Co-
lumbia.

Federal Industry Minister
Francois-Philippe = Champagne
said on Thursday that “the
wholesale transfer of Shaw’s
wireless licences to Rogers is fun-
damentally incompatible with
our government’s policies for
spectrum and mobile service
competition, and I will simply
not permit it” However, Mr.
Champagne’s statement left the
door open to allowing some of
Shaw’s wireless licences to be
transferred to Rogers.

The report is “both a recom-
mendation against the merger

Rogers and Shaw have said combining forces would allow them to compete more effectively against Telus and
BCE's Bell Canada, which share parts of their cellular networks. CHRIS WATTIE/REUTERS

Although

the report’s
recommendations
are non-binding,
they add to growing
political concerns
about the takeover.

and also an acknowledgement of
the reality that if it proceeds, we
want to make sure that there are
strict conditions attached,” said
Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, a Liber-
al Member of Parliament who sits
on the committee, in an inter-
view.

The committee comprises MPs
from the Liberal, Conservative
and New Democratic parties and
the Bloc Québécois.

Mr. Erskine-Smith said that
Shaw publicly stated in Decem-
ber, 2020, that competition from
regional players such as its Free-
dom Mobile carrier is crucial to
making wireless services more af-
fordable.

“And then mere months later,
they’re suggesting the merger
won’t have an impact on compe-
tition and affordability and is
perfectly acceptable. These are

obviously contradictory state-
ments, and the first statement
was made without the self-inter-
est of a deal on the table,” Mr. Er-
skine-Smith said.

A spokesperson for Rogers re-
ferred back to a joint statement
Rogers and Shaw issued on
Thursday, which said the compa-
nies are working constructively
with regulators and expect the
deal to close in the first half of
this year.

“We share the government’s
view that affordable, high-quality
services should be available to
every Canadian, and by coming
together, Rogers and Shaw will
make the generational invest-
ments in networks and technol-
ogy that Canada needs to create
new jobs, increase competition,
and bridge connectivity gaps in
rural and remote areas,” the

statement read.

Three federal bodies are re-
viewing the transaction - the
Competition Bureau, the Cana-
dian Radio-television and Tele-
communications Commission
(CRTC) and the Ministry of Inno-
vation, Science and Economic
Development.

Rogers and Shaw have said
that combining forces would al-
low them to compete more effec-
tively against Telus Corp. and BCE
Inc’s Bell Canada, which share
parts of their cellular networks.
Rogers and Shaw have also said
the merger would help them
build networks in hard-to-reach
areas, pledging $1-billion to con-
nect rural, remote and Indige-
nous communities in Western
Canada to high-speed internet,
among other commitments.

However, the committee said
it was not convinced by the tele-
coms’ arguments regarding the
merits of the merger. It believes a
number of the commitments
that Rogers has linked to the
merger are unenforceable, in-
cluding promises to rural regions,
the report says.

“They are effectively telling us
that, despite all of the available
evidence telling us that strong re-
gional competition is critical ...
that, in fact, consolidation will
benefit consumers,” Mr. Erskine-
Smith said. “We know across sec-
tors that consolidation is con-
trary to the interests of consum-
ers and what we need is strong
competition,” he added.

Quebecor Inc.’s chief executive
officer, Pierre Karl Péladeau, who
has expressed interest in buying
Freedom Mobile if it were put up
for sale, said he is “pleased to see
that the committee’s members
agree that we need real competi-
tion in wireless and that a strong,
independent fourth player would
benefit Canadians.”

ROGERS (RCI.B)
CLOSE: $68.26, UP 58¢
SHAW (SJR.B)

CLOSE: $38.37, UP 37¢
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CANADIAN TIRFE’S

Ultimate
Marketing
Challenge

Do you know a student who’s got

what it takes to face off against the
best and brightest marketing talent

across Canada?

Introducing Canadian Tire’s Ultimate Marketing Challenge -
a case competition that challenges students to tackle real-life
marketing problems faced in the industry today.

Entrants are put to the ultimate test for a chance to win™:

e Cash prizes

¢ Mentorship opportunities to help finalists refine their case
* Networking opportunities with Canadian Tire Corporation

executives

e Fast-track interviews for Canadian Tire Corporation’s
Emerging Marketers Leadership Development Program -
one of Canada’s premier post-graduate opportunities

KEY DATES:

Virtual kick-off event and case workshop: March 11, 2022.

Case submission deadline: April 1, 2022.

To learn more visit CTMARKETINGCHALLENGE.CA

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. The Round 1 Application Period ends on April 1, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. ET (the “Round 1 Application Period”),
after which time the Contest will be closed and no further entries shall be accepted. Contest open to legal residents of Canada (excluding
Quebec); who are 18 years of age or older in their province or territory of residence at the time of entry; and who are an undergraduate
student currently enrolled at an accredited Canadian University or College. Total of 4 Prizes available to be won (Total ARV of the Prizes is
between $11,000 - $16,500 CAD). Odds of being selected as a Winning Team is dependent upon the number and calibre of eligible Entries
received by the Sponsor during the Round 1 Application Period, and 3 in 5 during Round 2 evaluations which will be based on the Scores
awarded by the judges. The odds of being selected as a Winner of the Runner Up Prize is dependent upon the number of remaining eli-
gible entries received by the Sponsor. Correct answer to mathematical skill-testing question required. Conditions apply. Full Contest Rules
at CTmarketingchallenge.ca/pages/contest-rules.




« B MORTGAGES

THE GLOBE AND MAIL |

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022

Fixed or variable? How to decide as interest rates rise

The debate over the
best type of mortgage
agreement is ramping
up as borrowing costs
are starting to increase

JOEL SCHLESINGER

nial question for mortgage

seekers that’s expected to hit
a fever pitch as the Bank of Cana-
da begins what’s expected to be a
steady stream of interest-rate in-
creases in the coming months.

On Wednesday, the central
bank increased its key interest
rate to 0.50 per cent from a re-
cord low of 0.25 per cent. It’s the
first rate hike since 2018. The in-
crease will affect the cost of bor-
rowing for various loans, includ-
ing mortgages.

With a fixed-rate mortgage,
the interest rate and payment
stay the same over the mortgage
term. With a variable-rate mort-
gage, the interest rate will move
alongside the lender’s prime in-
terest rate, which can take a week
or more to adjust to central bank
rate changes. In contrast, fixed
mortgage rates are often set ac-
cording to government bond
yields. Both mortgage products,
however, often carry rates below,
or discounted from, advertised
rates set by lenders.

About three-quarters of mort-
gages were fixed in 2020, accord-
ing to a Mortgage Professionals
of Canada study, suggesting
many Canadians favour the pay-
ment certainty that comes with a
locked-in rate.

Still, variable-rate mortgages
remain in high demand, making
up about 40 per cent of all new
loans in the second quarter of
last year, a Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corp. report notes, dri-
ven by the large discount be-
tween fixed and variable rates.

Borrowers who go variable
need to feel comfortable with
fluctuating rates, says Ian Wood,
a certified financial planner with

F ixed or variable? It’s a peren-

[T

Cardinal Capital Management
Inc. in Winnipeg.

“TI would be having a discus-
sion with my clients about their
decision, helping them under-
stand their ability to manage ris-
ing interest costs based on their
budget,” he says.

Many borrowers don’t under-
stand the financial impact of an
interest-rate increase and may
even overestimate it, says Leah
Zlatkin, a mortgage broker with
Mortgage Outlet Inc. in Toronto.

“As a general rule, you pay
about $12 a month more per
$100,000 of mortgage for each
0.25-per-cent increase,” says Ms.
Zlatkin, also an expert with Low-
estrates.ca, adding this can vary
based on amortization and other
factors.

She notes the spread, or differ-
ence, in rates between a fixed
and variable mortgage (based on
five-year, closed terms that typ-
ically offer the best rates) is wide
enough that the Bank of Canada
would have to increase rates sev-
eral times before most existing
variable mortgages would have
more costly monthly payments
than most fixed-rate mortgages

.L._.‘*p‘.

offered today.

For example, a typical five-
year term mortgage on a home
priced at $750,000 with a 15-per-
cent down payment amortized
over 25 years with a variable in-
terest rate of 1.5-per-cent interest
- discounted 1.2 per cent below
prime - has a monthly payment
of $2,620.

About three-quarters of
mortgages were fixed in
2020, according fo a
Mortgage Professionals
of Canada study,
suggesting many
Canadians favour
the payment certainty
that comes with
a locked-in rate.

In contrast, a typical five-year
fixed mortgage at 2.6 per cent has
a monthly payment of $2,970
(figures provided by Lowestrates-
.ca as of March 3).

Ms. Zlatkin says the central
bank’s benchmark rate would

ISTOCK

have to increase by at least 100
basis points, or 1 per cent, to
make the variable-rate mortgage
more costly than the fixed-rate
mortgage. And that is not ac-
counting for savings of $350 a
month until the Bank of Canada
increases rates enough for varia-
ble-rate mortgages to become
more costly than most fixed-rate
mortgages being offered today.
Variable-rate mortgages are al-
so more flexible, especially if you
break your mortgage before its
term is complete. Ms. Zlatkin es-
timates as many as six in 10 bor-
rowers wind up breaking their
mortgage before the term is up.
“They’re either moving, reno-
vating or breaking their mort-
gage for a variety of reasons,”
says Jeff Sparrow, a Winnipeg
mortgage broker and managing
partner at Castle Mortgage
Group, who sees this happen reg-
ularly among his clients.
Breaking a variable mortgage
can result in a penalty equal to
three months of interest costs,
while breaking a fixed mortgage
could lead to a steeper penalty
because lenders use what’s called
an “interest rate differential”

calculation. The penalty could be
tens of thousands of dollars, de-
pending on the size of the mort-
gage. By comparison, three
months’ interest is likely to cost a
few thousand dollars at worst,
Mr. Sparrow notes.

Even borrowers who feel more
at ease with a fixed-rate mort-
gage should consider variable-
rate products, Ms. Zlatkin says.

“You can get a variable-rate
mortgage, for example, where
payments do not increase with
interest-rate hikes, but the amor-
tization stretches out instead.”

Another strategy for a varia-
ble-rate mortgage is to take the
difference in monthly payments
between the variable and a fixed-
rate mortgage “and put that sum
toward principal,” she says. “So
even if rates go up six times, by
the time that happens, you will
have paid so much more princi-
pal that you are still likely to be
far ahead.”

Of course, the biggest chal-
lenge for borrowers is that no-
body can predict where interest
rates will be a year from now,
much less in five years, Mr. Wood
says.

“Everyone has been talking
about rates going up for the last
20 years,” he notes, and yet rates
have been hovering around his-
toric lows.

“But just because we've seen
rates stay low for so long isn’t a
reason to believe rates will stay
low,” he adds.

Variable-rate mortgage hold-
ers generally can switch to a
fixed-rate product without pen-
alty from the same lender before
the term ends, Mr. Sparrow notes.
But borrowers should under-
stand the interest rate offered on
a fixed mortgage at that period is
likely to be higher than current
offerings today.

“In the end, choosing a varia-
ble or a fixed-rate mortgage real-
ly comes down to an individual’s
preference and situation,” Mr.
Sparrow adds. “So there really is
no definitive right or wrong an-
swer.”

Special to The Globe and Mail

2.94%.

7-year fixed closed term
mortgage rate
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BMO, Brookfield partner to launch group of funds

CLARE O'HARA
WEALTH MANAGEMENT REPORTER

Bank of Montreal has teamed
up with Brookfield Asset Man-
agement Inc.’s investment fund
subsidiary to launch a group of
funds that offer retail Canadian
investors greater access to the
real asset market.

On Friday, BMO Investments
Inc., the bank’s asset manage-
ment division, and Brookfield
Public Securities Group LLC an-
nounced the launch of two mu-
tual funds and two exchange-
traded funds that will focus on
hard assets such as global tech-
focused real estate, renewables
and sustainable infrastructure.
The group of funds will be co-
branded by both companies and
managed by Brookfield.

The two ETFs, BMO Brookfield
Global Real Estate Tech Fund
(TOWR) and BMO Brookfield
Global Renewables Infrastruc-

Bank of Montreal's asset management division and Brookfield Public
Securities Group LLC announced the launch of two mutual funds and
two exchange-traded funds. NATHAN DENETTE/THE CANADIAN PRESS

ture Fund (GRNI), began trading
on the Toronto Stock Exchange
on Friday morning.

By partnering with a large

Canadian bank, which is also the
country’s second-largest ETF
provider, Brookfield will expand
its distribution network to in-

clude BMO’s more than 9oo
retail bank branches.

“Global renewables, sustaina-
ble infrastructure and real estate
tech are specialized exposures
that capture two significant
trends in the market and can
help investors build better port-
folios,” Kevin Gopaul, president
of ETFs at BMO Global Asset
Management, said in a state-
ment.

Managing about US$690-bil-
lion of assets, Brookfield Asset
Management is known for its gi-
ant portfolios in “alternative as-
sets,” such as real estate, infras-
tructure, energy and distressed
debt.

Brookfield also attracts out-
side money from institutional
investors and ultrahigh-net-
worth retail investors.

Brookfield Public Securities
Group launched in 2009 and has
about US$20-billion in assets.
The company invests in real as-
sets through actively managed

strategies for publicly-traded eq-
uity and debt. In Canada, the
company has several sub-adviso-
ry agreements and has inde-
pendently managed two Cana-
dian closed-ended funds, Brook-
field Global Infrastructure Secu-
rities Income Fund and
Brookfield Select Opportunities
Income Fund, since 2013 and
2014, respectively.

Last month, Brookfield Asset
Management chief executive of-
ficer Bruce Flatt told sharehol-
ders at the end of his quarterly
letter that the asset management
business may be “carved” out in-
to a separate company, causing
his company’s stock price to
jump nearly 10 per cent that day.

In the letter, Mr. Flatt said
Brookfield’s asset management
business “is now one of the
largest and fastest-growing scale
alternative investment business-
es globally.”

With a report from David Milstead

Agnico: Board met on same day the company was due to roll out quarterly earnings

FROM B1

The Globe and Mail is not identi-
fying the sources because they
were not authorized to speak
publicly on the matter.

Mr. Boyd declined to com-
ment. Mr. Makuch did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

When the $13-billion “merger
of equals” between Agnico and
Kirkland was announced in Sep-
tember, Mr. Boyd was Agnico’s
CEO and Mr. Makuch was chief
executive at Kirkland.

There were already signs that
combining the companies wasn’t
going to be easy. The two corpo-
rate cultures were very different.
And Mr. Boyd and Mr. Makuch,
the two men who would be the
most powerful executives at the
merged company after the trans-
action, had very different strate-
gic visions, all of the sources said.

Over the past five years, Toron-
to-based Kirkland had trans-
formed itself from a company in
near-bankruptcy into one of the
biggest and fastest growing ma-
jor miners in the world. That was
in large part because of Mr. Ma-
kuch’s aggressive growth strate-
gy, which saw the company buy
and develop the ultrahigh-grade
Fosterville mine in Australia, and
later acquire the massive Detour
Lake mine in Ontario.

With Detour Lake already one
of Canada’s largest gold mines,
Mr. Makuch had plans for a major
expansion. He was known as a
hands-on mine manager who rel-
ished the nitty gritty and was
used to getting his own way. And
he was someone who did not be-
lieve in delegating authority.

Unlike the nimble Kirkland,
Agnico was known as the indus-
try’s ultimate steady-as-she-goes
gold miner, and Mr. Boyd as the
quintessential gentleman delega-
tor. He had led the company for
24 of its more than 60 years, and
he thrived on building consensus
and trusting employees to do
their jobs.

Agnico had succeeded not by
growing spectacularly, but by
carefully managing its portfolio
of nine mines, being superb tech-
nically and valuing airtight engi-
neering over bluster. Over dec-
ades, it had earned a premium
valuation, compared with peers

such as Barrick Gold Corp. and
Kinross Gold Corp., by not mak-
ing reckless decisions on mergers
and acquisitions, and by not
overspending on mine construc-
tion.

Agnico’s corporate culture was
all about thinking long and hard
before making key decisions,
with strict risk-mitigating proto-
cols around consultation and
delegation.

Joe Foster, a portfolio manager
with fund manager VanEck, Ag-
nico’s biggest shareholder, said it
was apparent that the entrepre-
neurial and twitchy Mr. Makuch
was going to struggle inside a bu-
reaucratic operation like Agnico.

“Tony ran junior mining com-
panies and Kirkland became a
major company under his lead-
ership. His skills are in growing
companies, and not so much ma-
naging big corporations,” Mr. Fos-
ter said. “Tony is just not cut in
the corporate mould, like Sean
is.”

But even though there were
signs during the takeover talks
that blending Agnico and Kir-
kland would be a high-wire act,
both companies were extremely
motivated to get the deal done.
After a terrific run in the markets,
Kirkland’s best days appeared to
be behind it, in part because Fos-
terville’s richest gold deposits
were running out. The company
was keen on finding a buyer
while its valuation was still ele-
vated. For Agnico, merging with
Kirkland was appealing because
a larger combined company
would be more attractive to po-
tential investors, who increasing-
ly prize scale.

Both companies knew that in
one sense selling the deal to the
street would be easy. With a mine
portfolio heavily skewed toward
Canada and Australia, and al-
most no exposure to politically
dicey mining jurisdictions, the
combo would arguably have the
best mine portfolio of any major
gold company in the world.

On Sept. 28, the day the deal
was announced, both Mr. Boyd
and Mr. Makuch assured inves-
tors in a conference call that the
merger was poised to create a
new Canadian world-beater in
gold mining. The deal would take
at least three months to close, de-

pending on the timing of regula-
tory approvals. Behind the
scenes, all was not rosy.

For one, the planned organiza-
tional structure for the top of the
combined company seemed de-
signed to cause tension. Mr. Boyd
agreed to relinquish his CEO po-
sition at Agnico and step into a
newly created executive chair-
man role. Mr. Makuch was set to
take over from Mr. Boyd as CEO.

While being executive chair
would take Mr. Boyd away from
the day-to-day running of the
company, it would leave him
with a large say over strategy, and
primary responsibility for com-
pany culture, post-merger. He
would also slightly outrank Mr.
Makuch.

“If youre executive chair,
you're above the CEO,” said veter-
an mining financier Eric Sprott,
who alongside Mr. Makuch was
responsible for the success of Kir-
kland.

“So I think Sean was running
the show from Day 1.”

Mr. Makuch and Mr. Boyd
clashed repeatedly over produc-
tion targets for mines and capital
expenditure plans.

Meanwhile, as the closing date
approached, Agnico had not yet
announced who would be filling
many of the combined compa-
ny’s top management jobs. That
meant senior people at both Ag-
nico and Kirkland had been kept
in limbo for more than four
months. The reason for the delay
was simple: Mr. Boyd and Mr. Ma-
kuch had different views about
who should take some of the key
positions.

Mr. Makuch wanted Kirkland’s
chief financial officer, David
Soares, to take over from Agni-
co’s long-time incumbent, David
Smith. Mr. Smith had a sterling
reputation as a conservative fi-
nancial steward and had been at
the company for more than a
decade. Picking Mr. Soares, who
had considerably less experience,
did not go over well with Mr.
Boyd and Agnico’s board. Nor did
it please several large institution-
al investors, who were becoming
increasingly unnerved.

Mr. Makuch also pushed hard
to install Kirkland’s head of in-
vestor relations, Mark Utting, in a
senior position within Agnico.

But that, too, encountered fierce
opposition. Agnico was routinely
ranked among the highest in the
industry for investor relations by
the influential Brendan Wood In-
ternational consultancy firm. Mr.
Utting, a source said, was not
highly rated by the analyst com-
munity for his responsiveness
and communication skills.

Mr. Soares and Mr. Utting did
not respond to requests for com-
ment.

Mr. Makuch’s mine production
and capital expenditure plans
caused consternation at the com-
pany. In particular, board mem-
bers told him his targets for Kir-
kland’s Detour mine and its Ma-
cassa mine, also located in Onta-
rio, were overly aggressive. Mr.
Boyd’s team pushed back hard
on the numbers, and appealed
for caution and conservatism
over spending, particularly con-
sidering the inflationary environ-
ment.

The transaction closed on Feb.
8 with little fanfare, other than a
typical low-key celebratory din-
ner among Agnico employees
and a few bankers who helped
with the deal. When Mr. Makuch
officially took over as CEO, the
company had still made no firm
decisions on mine strategy and
personnel.

As it became clear that Mr. Ma-
kuch was not willing to bend on
his demands, and that his micro-
managing style was the new real-
ity at Agnico, several senior Agni-
co managers threatened to leave
the company. That, two sources
said, was more than Mr. Boyd
could bear. It prompted him to
appeal to the board for what
would amount to a confidence
vote on Mr. Makuch.

The board met on the same
day the company was due to roll
out its quarterly earnings, and
the sources said Mr. Makuch, at
that point, was confident he’d
end up keeping his job.

For those paying close atten-
tion on the evening of Feb. 23, it
was obvious something was
amiss. Agnico, ever the teacher’s
pet, was known for releasing its
results with military precision at
5 p.m. EST. But on this occasion
there was radio silence.

As the hours ticked by, analy-
sts waiting anxiously to put out

first-blush notes to clients about
the numbers gave up and went to
bed. Close to midnight, Agnico
dropped the bomb. Mr. Makuch
was out as CEO, after less than
three weeks - which was all the
more stunning considering that
his predecessor, Mr. Boyd, had
been in the job for more than two
decades.

The board’s decision came
down to choosing between main-
taining a corporate culture that
had created wealth and stability
for decades, or embracing a new
culture that was phenomenally
successful but had a limited track
record. In the end, Agnico’s old
guard triumphed, and early talk
of a near-even spilt between Kir-
kland and Agnico personnel in
top roles did not materialize.

The newly constituted Agnico
board, it was revealed in the
earnings release, ended up being
skewed eight-five in favour of Ag-
nico. Most of the high-ranking
leadership positions also went to
Agnico. Mr. Smith stayed on as
CFO, and incumbent Brian Chris-
tie retained the most senior posi-
tion in investor relations.

On strategy, Agnico’s tradi-
tional level-headedness also won
out, with new conservative esti-
mates issued for Kirkland’s big-
gest mines, most notably a sharp
reduction in both the production
forecast and reserves at Macassa.

The corporate lesson to be
gleaned from the power struggle
at Agnico, according to Pierre
Lassonde, chairman emeritus
with the precious metals royalty
company Franco-Nevada Corp.,
is that one style of management
is not necessarily better or worse
than another. He is an admirer of
both Mr. Boyd and Mr. Makuch.

“In a merger, the toughest
thing to get right is corporate cul-
ture,” Mr. Lassonde said. “If you
merge two organizations that are
very different, it can be a total
train wreck, to be completely
candid. Or it can be a success.”

In the end, Mr. Lassonde add-
ed, “a single culture has to
emerge,” and more often than
not it’s the culture of the more
venerable company that tri-
umphs.

With a report from Rachelle
Younglai in Toronto

) Legendary R.B. Bennett

at the Calgary Stampede (1928)
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We are proud to share the rich history of
Bennett Jones, a business law firm born and
bred in a small prairie town that went on to
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A staff member
hangs a closing
notice at an
H&M clothing
store in Omsk,
Russia, on
Thursday.
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Trust between Western companies
and their Russian counterparts
has been shattered while the
country wages war in Ukraine —
and it may be gone for good

NICOLAS VAN PRAET
JASON KIRBY
CHRIS HANNAY

n a Thursday morning in
O early February, roughly

three dozen Russia-based
managers for some of the West’s
biggest blue chip multinationals
gathered on the top floor of Mos-
cow’s Baltschug Kempinski hotel
for a multihour networking and
briefing session on Russia’s busi-
ness climate.

It’s a relatively informal event
held every quarter, with lots of
back-and-forth between partici-
pants in a room that has a stun-
ning view of the city’s Red Square
and the Kremlin. Speaking in
front of them to kick off the meet-
ing, with support slides beaming
up from a nearby projector, was a
balding, bearded and approacha-
ble-looking American named
Mark McNamee, director of Eu-
rope for market intelligence con-
sultancy FrontierView.

ARussian scholar and expertin
political, economic and security
risk analysis, Mr. McNamee is only
40 but already boasts a cracking
résumé: He’s instructed U.S.
counterterrorism agents on the
rise of jihad in Africa and lectured
at the London Institute of Bank-
ing on investment decisions in
emerging markets. For the past
seven years, he’s helped interna-
tional companies understand the
ins and outs of their external en-
vironment in Europe and espe-
cially Russia.

As he outlined his assessment
of the different elements affect-
ing the region’s business pros-
pects to executives from Dom-
ino’s Pizza, Mondi Plc and others,
Mr. McNamee pegged the likeli-
hood that the Ukrainian crisis
would escalate to some kind of
military conflict at 30 per cent. A
full-scale Russian invasion with
the aim of overthrowing the gov-
ernment in Kyiv? Five to 10 per
cent.

Some of the executives in the
audience laughed and smirked,
Mr. McNamee recalled in an inter-
view. “Others said, ‘That is impos-
sible. It’s zero per cent.”

If the executives on the ground
didn’t take his warnings seriously,
their bosses in New York, London
and Berlin were desperate for ad-
vice. The analyst’s phone had
been buzzing just days before
with queries from panicked C-
suite leaders who had heard the
latest U.S. intelligence reports
warning of an imminent attack.
But in Moscow, there was near-
unanimity among the Russia
country chiefs of these same cor-
porations that Mr. McNamee’s
worst-case scenario was drastical-
ly overblown. The general view
among the businesspeople in
front of him: “Putin is a rational
actor. He would never do some-
thing like this.”

What'’s happened since is the
unthinkable. Ukraine, a country
of 44 million people, is being
shelled and bombed by the Rus-
sian military in a conflict the likes
of which Europe hasn’t seen since
the Second World War. As Russia
tightens its grip on the country,
governments across the world are
imposing sanctions against the
Putin regime, with new measures

added almost every day. Among
the most significant: Group of
Seven countries have prohibited
transactions with Russia’s central
bank, preventing Russia from de-
ploying its international currency
reserves to manage its economy
and fund its war effort. Western al-
lies are also targeting the Russian
oligarchs.

But this isn’t simply a fight be-
ing waged by political leaders. A
growing wave of international
business has lashed out against
Russia with previously unfath-
omable force, halting operations
there, breaking off joint venture
partnerships and unwinding in-
vestments - and not just to pro-
tect their own interests. The cor-
porate pile-on is as unpreceden-
ted as it has been swift, the likely
consequence of an autocrat who
has gone too far in the eyes of
many if not most of the world’s
business leaders at a time when
corporations have never been
more sensitive to being on the
wrong side of history.

It’s been about 30 years since
the Soviet Union’s collapse,
which global leaders hoped
would usher in a new era of stabil-
ity and an opportunity for West-
ern corporations in the region
they thought they’d never have.
Many rushed into Russia like
moths attracted to a flame, reas-
sured by governments that had
opened the diplomatic path. The
idea was that if Communist Rus-
sia had been brought into the
light, Western-style commerce
and trade were going to brighten
its prospects further.

Now, however, a darkness has
returned and the West’s corpora-
tions are scrambling to find their
way. This is a moment where the
new imperatives of global capital-
ism - the responsibility to stake-
holders and a newly adopted at-
tention to environmental, social
and corporate governance - have
shaped the collective conscious-
ness of the Western business
world and galvanized its re-
sponse. A dwindling number of
companies are choosing to main-
tain ties to Russia, and those that
do will likely face growing de-
mands in the weeks to come to
change their minds.

As it stands, more than one-
third of U.S. companies that make
up the Dow Jones Industrial In-
dex had taken some form of di-
rect action to limit their business
in Russia. More are likely to join
the list as pressure builds. On Fri-
day, Andy Hunter, president of
the American Chamber of Com-
merce in Ukraine, tweeted: “For
God’s sake, I call on US companies
and multinationals to immedi-
ately shut down all operations in
Russia. US companies must stop
profiteering in a pariah state that
murders innocent women & chil-
dren and attacks a nuclear power
plant in 21st century Europe.”

Russia has been trying to coun-
ter the exodus and has put in
place new capital controls to pre-
vent Western firms from selling
Russian-based assets. Nor should
it surprise anyone if the regime
simply seizes their assets in the
country, a prospect some Europe-
an banks are already warning
might happen.

Regardless of how this shakes
out for corporations and for the

economies of Russia and the West
as they grapple with the challeng-
es of a possible new Cold War, the
clock has been reset. Trust built
up over years and decades be-
tween Western companies and
their Russian host has been shat-
tered. For some, it might never
come back again.

In a video address on the day
Russia’s attack began, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
said: “What do we hear today? It’s
not just rocket explosions, fight-
ing, and the roar of aircraft. This is
the sound of a new Iron Curtain
lowering and closing Russia off
from the civilized world.”

If the curtain has fallen fast, it
might be because Russia’s actions
took some Western countries and
many of their corporate cham-
pions by surprise. Companies
that thought they were good cor-
porate citizens in Russia, trying
their best to navigate the rules,
building wealth and helping
make average Russians richer,
were suddenly confronted with a
new reality imposed by a host
government that they didn’t see
coming and didn’t plan for. As Mr.
McNamee puts it: While the top
brass of well-known Western
firms were wondering whether
they should create crisis response
units, their Moscow-based subor-
dinates were saying, “Don’t waste

Customers shop
in an IKEA store
in Omsk on
Thursday.

One observer
predicts Russian
consumers will
see a return of
‘the shortages
that made life
in the Soviet
Union so
miserable.’
REUTERS

your time.”

Those same companies are act-
ing with urgency now. Automak-
er Ford Motor Co. suspended op-
erations in Russia, Disney stop-
ped releasing films in the country
and Apple Inc. halted sales of
iPhones and other products as it
condemned Russia’s invasion of
its neighbour. International ship-
pers such as Maersk and Hapag
Lloyd have stopped taking book-
ings in and out of Russia as the
country becomes increasingly
shut out of world commerce.

Oil giant BP PLC set the tone
early on. Russia’s biggest foreign
investor led the Western-compa-
ny exodus with its announce-
ment that it would abandon its
stake in Russian oil giant Rosneft,
a decision that could cost it as
much as US$2s-billion in write-
downs. Rival Shell PLC followed,
cutting ties with state-controlled
Gazprom.

It's a far cry from how those
same two energy companies re-
sponded to Russia’s annexation
of Crimea in 2014. At the time,
BP’s then-chief executive Bob Du-
dley said the company operatesin
countries “that have ups and
downs,” while Shell chief execu-
tive Ben van Beurden said at the
time that “it’s the nature of our in-
dustry to live through periods of
uncertainty.” Last week Mr. Du-
dley resigned his seat on Rosneft’s
board as part of BP’s exodus,

A

while Mr. van Beurden said Shell
“cannot - and we will not - stand
by.” The abrupt shift highlights
that when it comes to assessing
geopolitical risk in boardrooms,
there were zones of Russian ag-
gression companies were willing
to tolerate, but only up to a point.

Meanwhile, Canadian compa-
nies have also begun dialling back
their Russian presence. Toronto-
based miner Kinross Gold Corp.,
which has operated in Russia for
more than 25 years, suspended
operations at its Kupol mine as
well as all activities at its Udinsk
development project. The com-
pany said it is “deeply concerned
about the tragic situation and the
extent of casualties and destruc-
tion in Ukraine.”

Ski-Doo maker BRP Inc., which
hasbeen active in Russia for near-
ly three decades and has an office
in St. Petersburg, paused its ex-
ports to Russia, citing “the insta-
bility of the current situation and
the trade complexities.” Auto-
parts manufacturer Magna Inter-
national idled its Russian plants
and luxury parka maker Canada
Goose suspended all sales in Rus-
sia and donated $100,000 for hu-
manitarian aid in Ukraine. Bom-
bardier Inc. said Friday it is break-
ing off all dealings with Russian
customers, including wealthy in-
dividuals who’ve already bought
its jets and might want them ser-
viced.
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Global corporate
shunning of Russia

spans sectors

It took three decades for Western capitalism fo
build a bulkhead in Russia after the collapse of
the Soviet Union. It's taken just one week for
that bulkhead fo almost completely collapse. In
the wake of Russia’s deadly assault on Ukraine,
scores of global brands have exited the country,

some temporarily, some for good.

ENERGY AND MINING

TRANSPORTATION

ment project in Russia.

British energy giant BP PLC was among the first
big global companies to cut ties with Russia,
vowing fo sell its 20-per-cent stake in Russian
state-owned oil company Rosneft. Other ener-
gy companies followed in announcing the end
of joint ventures with Russian firms, including
Shell PLC, Norway's Equinor, and ExxonMobil.
Toronto-based miner Kinross Gold Corp. sus-
pended operations at a mine and a develop-

Most major automakers with operations in Rus-
sia have put production on hold, including Mer-
cedes-Benz AG, Renault SA, Toyota Motor Corp.
and Volkswagen AG, while Ford Motor Co. sus-
pended operations at its joint venture commer-
cial van manufacturer. Canadian auto-parts
manufacturer Magna Infernational Inc. said it
was halting production at its six plants in Rus-
sia, which employ 2,500 people. Many other
automakers also vowed to cut off sales of their

vehicles to Russia, including Harley-Davidson
Inc., General Motors Co., Porsche AG and Ben-
tley Moftors Ltd. Meanwhile, in the skies, aircraft
manufacturers Boeing Co. and Airbus SE an-
nounced they'd halted support services for Rus-
sian airlines. Delta Air Lines Inc. suspended its
code-sharing partnership with Aeroflot. As for
Quebec’s Bombardier Inc., which does 6 per
cent of its privafe-jet business in Russia, the
company cut all ties to its Russian clients, in-
cluding all forms of technical assistance.
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last month.
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One hundred business leaders
signed an open letter to the Cana-
dian government urging Ottawa
to step up sanctions on Russia.
They also vowed to unwind com-
mercial relationships with the
country. The signatories included
John Chen, executive chairman of
BlackBerry Ltd., and Walied Soli-
man, chair of Norton Rose Ful-
bright Canada LLP.

“No one seriously expected
such a quick pullback of leading
Western businesses from Russia,”
said George Valoshin, a corporate
intelligence and geopolitical ana-
lyst with risk consultancy Aperio
Intelligence in Paris. “Indian and
Chinese firms will most likely stay
put to the extent permitted by
sanctions, but access to Western
technology and know-how has
now been brutally severed.”

The exit by companies is large-
ly due to “the enormous universal
pressure which has built up
across the Western world” against
Russia, making it difficult for
brands most closely tied to the
country, such as BP, to just sit and
wait, Mr. Valoshin said. They did
not take the decision with a light
heart because they remain profit-
driven, he said.

“No one rushed out of Saudi
Arabia when it started bombing
Yemen” in 2015, Mr. Valoshin said.
“This time is different because of
the tactic Mr. Putin chose. Had he
limited his actions to the recogni-
tion of the Donetsk and Luhansk
[republics] in Eastern Ukraine, no
one would have budged an inch.
It’s the fact that he launched all-
out aggression against a sover-
eign state with the stated inten-
tion to topple its democratically
elected government that led to
the situation we are in.”

There have been other periods
in history when corporations
have voted with their feet in the
face of bad actors on the global
stage, butit’s tended to unfold ata
glacial pace, said William Rein-
sch, a former U.S. Commerce De-
partment official now with the
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies, pointing to the
decades it took for disinvestment
campaigns targeting apartheid
South Africa to gain traction with
corporations. “That took years,
this has taken days,” he said.

While the sheer magnitude
and blatancy of Russia’s attack no
doubt shocked companies into
acting more quickly, Mr. Reinsch
said, CEOs today are also more
aware than ever of the risks of
alienating customers and em-
ployees over big moral issues.
“Companies have learned that ve-
ry quickly you can end up behind
the curve on this sort of thing.”

And public opinion is decided-
ly in favour of companies cutting
their ties with Russia to punish
the country. Nearly three-quar-
ters of Americans surveyed by
polling firm Morning Consult on
the weekend after the invasion
said they want businesses to
break with Russia.

Employees and alumni of big
Western firms have also taken to
social media in droves to shame
those companies that were per-
ceived to be dragging their feet.
One former senior partner at
McKinsey & Company blasted the
consulting firm’s managing part-
ner Bob Sternfels on LinkedIn on
Tuesday for having “blood money
on your hands” for failing to exit
Russia. Dozens of similar messag-
es from ex-McKinsey employees
filled the site. By Thursday McKin-
sey said it has stopped accepting
client work from Russia and will
cease consulting for state-owned
enterprises there.

Few Canadians have as much ex-
perience and knowledge about
Russian business and culture as
Lou Naumovski. He has spent the
better part of his career building
ties between the West and Russia,
first as Canada’s former deputy
director for trade and investment
development in the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe, and later as a
senior executive based in Moscow
for Visa and Kinross. He now sits
on the board of Russian miner GV
Gold.

Mr. Naumovski, 65, said he is
shocked and emotionally
crushed by Mr. Putin’s invasion
order. And like many others, he’s
not optimistic about what it
means for the future.

“A lot of us - meaning the
wider Western community in-
volved in businesses over decades
in Russia - really felt up until re-
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cently that it was a normal place
to do business,” he said, adding
that he believes the Russian gov-
ernment did improve the invest-
ment conditions over the years.

Even after Russia invaded and
annexed the Crimean Peninsula
from Ukraine, Western business-
es remained interested in Russia,
Mr. Naumovski said. And those
that wouldn’t or couldn’t do busi-
ness there because of subsequent
government sanctions, such as
Canadian pork producers, actual-
ly helped Russia to become more
self-sufficient in sectors such as
food and beverages. He said he
believes that might have embold-
ened Mr. Putin to ask whether sig-
nificant foreign investment in
Russia was really needed and
maybe even contributed to his
war-order calculation.

Companies have learned
that very quickly you
can end up behind the
curve on this
sort of thing.

WILLIAM REINSCH
FORMER U.S. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT
OFFICIAL NOW WITH THE CENTER
FOR STRATEGIC AND
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Andwhat about Russia’s future
as host for foreign-based busi-
ness? “It won’t come back unless
Russia pays reparations, unless
The Hague gets involved and war
crimes are adjudicated. I can’t
imagine companies who have
left, what signals would they need
tosay, ‘Oh, well that was a mistake
and we can come back now and
we’re welcome. There would
have tobe a sea change in Russia’s
political positioning before any-
body with big money would both-
er”

For the average Russian, all of
this could mean an unwelcome
blast back to the past. Already
there has been a run on banks as
people try to withdraw savings
before their purchasing power is
destroyed by a plunging ruble. In-
ternational travel has also been
curtailed since Russian planes are
banned from airspace in the Unit-
ed States and other countries.

“Eventually, once the initial shock
passes, there’s going to be a black
market for Apple phones and
computers and other things. It’s a
reconstitution of the shortages
that made life in the Soviet Union
so miserable.”

The job losses from the corpo-
rate exodus alone are already
shaping up to be staggering, with
layoffs by Western companies
numbering in the tens of thou-
sands and likely to climb far high-
er. The 2,300 Russian employees
axed by professional-services gi-
ant Accenture when it discontin-
ued operations there on Thurs-
day will have a difficult time find-
ing similar well-paying jobs, since
many of the consulting firm’s big
rivals are also pulling out of the
country.

Back in Canada, David Ross had
been nervously following the
buildup of Russian troops on Uk-
raine’s borders for weeks. When
the invasion finally began it hit
him “like a sledgehammer,” said
the Ottawa-based entrepreneur,
who grew up on “stories of Uk-
raine, pirogies and cabbage rolls”
since his mother’s parents emi-
grated from that country in the
early 1900s.

After posting about his an-
guish on social media, the owner
of Ross Video, an Ottawa-based
company that designs and manu-
factures equipment for live
events and video production,
joined many other Canadians
who were cutting cheques to the
Red Cross’s Ukraine campaign.
Ross Video’s donation was for
$100,000.

Still, Mr. Ross felt compelled to
do more. As one of the largest pri-
vate companies in the sector, with
sales expected to reach $350-mil-
lion this year, Ross Video boasts
customers in more than 100
countries. While Russia accounts
for amodest 1 per cent of the com-
pany’s business, among its cus-
tomers there is a broadcast chain
with dozens of television stations,
and it has been regularly spewing
state-fed, anti-Ukraine messages
to its viewers.

“It was galling to see our equip-
ment being used as part of a prop-
aganda offensive against the peo-
ple of Ukraine,” he said. So, on
Feb. 28, he and the company’s se-
nior management team decided
to cease all shipments of new
equipment to Russia and suspend
all support for its existing equip-
ment in the country.

Since then Mr. Ross has
watched as scores of other global
businesses have also amputated
their exposure to Russia. He sees
itas anatural extension of a grow-
ing awareness among businesses
that they have responsibilities
that go beyond the bottom line.

“‘Greed is good’ was a state-
ment from the 1980s, and I don’t
believe that’s what business is
about in the 2020s,” he said. “Our
employees don’t look to compa-
nies as a vehicle that is purely
there to make money. They want
towork for a company that is will-
ing to do the right thing.”

Asforwhen he thinks Ross Vid-
eo will start doing business again
with Russia, he isn’t expecting
Russia to suddenly see the error of
its ways. “This could take a very
long time,” he said. “We are abso-
lutely prepared to pretend that
Russia no longer exists for as long
as it takes.”

Over in Waterloo, Ont., Kurtis
McBride, chief executive officer of
Miovision Technologies Inc., said
his company won’t do business
with any Russian clients until the
invasion of Ukraine is over. The
tech company, which has offices
in Canada, the U.S., Germany and
Serbia, has worked with 1,500 cus-
tomers in 63 countries to monitor
and manage traffic through sen-
sors and artificial intelligence.

Mr. McBride said he was in-
spired to make the move after
reading a LinkedIn post from a
former employee who grew up in
Ukraine and was trying to stay in
contact with his mother, who is
still in the country.

“He was a guy I worked closely
with talking about someone

that’s close to him, his mother,
and being afraid that something
terrible had happened,” Mr.
McBride said. “It just made me
think, it’s not an abstract news-
reel for me any more.”

He said he hoped that more
companies would cut ties with
Russia to pressure the Putin re-
gime to drop its attack on Uk-
raine. In particular, he said tech
companies like his could make
their mark by banding together
and disrupting the services that
Russian citizens rely on.

Two provinces east in New
Brunswick, global French-fry gi-
ant McCain Foods halted con-
struction of a new potato-proc-
essing facility in the Tula oblast
region, south of Moscow, shortly
after fighting began last week.
The company also said it was re-
evaluating the future of the pro-
ject, which if completed would be
the company’s first in Russia at a
cost of $210-million (at current
exchange rates).

Meanwhile, institutional mon-
ey managers in Canada and
around the world have found
themselves holding a toxic stew
of Russian equities in their portfo-
lios they are having a difficult
time unloading.

Among the Canadian asset
managers caught in the down-
draft is AIMCo, the provincial
pension and government fund
manager in Alberta. On March 1,
the Crown corporation said it had
made a “values- and value-dri-
ven” decision to divest all of its
Russian holdings, which had
been purchased by third-party
managers and, at $99-million (as
of Feb. 28), accounted for 0.06 per
cent of AIMCo’s $160-billion in to-
tal assets it manages for clients.

“AIMCo and our clients have
standards, and this violated our
collective standards, in addition
to it being an investment deci-
sion,” said Evan Siddall, AIMCo’s
CEO, though the fund manager
has only been able to unload part
of its Russian holdings because of
restrictions on share sales im-
posed by Russia to stop investors
from fleeing.

In the wake of the crisis in Uk-
raine, Mr. Siddall says the agency
haslaunched areview of its whole
portfolio “to make sure it’s consis-
tent with values and value across
theboard.” That means looking at
whether investments are in coun-
tries “where there’s concern
about rule of law, and the investi-
bility of those jurisdictions,” he
said.

Mr. Siddall doesn’t easily fore-
see a time when the world’s atti-
tudes toward Russia go back to
the way they were. The scope of
the “unprecedented” global re-
sponse to Russia’s actions reflects
“how repugnant the invasion of a
sovereign nation is, and has
changed perspectives on Russia
as a place to invest.”

When the shrapnel eventually
stops flying, European and North
American companies are unlikely
to rush back into Russia. “If peace
were to miraculously break out it
would have to be peace with com-
plete withdrawal from Ukraine,”
said Gary Hufbauer, a senior fel-
low at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics.

But even if Russia completely
turned a corner - and by that, Mr.
Hufbauer means if Mr. Putin were
deposed or assassinated and a
new government came in promis-
ing openness and transparency -
even then, “companies are going
to be extremely skeptical about
going back for a very long time.”

The massive show of C-suite
solidarity of the past week has
raised awkward questions about
how companies might respond to
future geopolitical tensions, with
much of the focus on China’s ag-
gressive stance toward Taiwan.

Russia’s economy is tiny com-
pared to China’s, making it rela-
tively painless to do the right
thing. “For a lot of North Ameri-
can companies pulling out of Rus-
sia, the stakes aren’t that high,”
Mr. Reinsch said. “If the Chinese
invaded Taiwan I believe you
would see this scenario repeat it-
self, but the decision would be a
lot harder.”

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL

TECHNOLOGY

FINANCE AND INVESTMENTS

ENTERTAINMENT

Several international beer companies halted
deliveries to Russia, including Czech brewer Bu-
dejovicky Budvar np, for which Russia is its
largest market, and Carlsberg A/S. Canadian
Ski-Doo maker BRP Inc. hit pause on exports to
Russia, as did luxury parka maker Canada
Goose Holdings Inc. Nike Inc. just isn't doing it
(all its stores in Russia have closed) while other
retailers including lkea Group Corp. and H&M
Hennes & Mauritz AB also closed up shop. And
Russians can forget about ordering goods from
out of country to get around the bans. Both
FedEx Corp. and United Parcel Service Inc. have

stopped delivering shipments there.

services in Russia.

A number of major U.S. tech companies have
taken steps to block Russian access fo their ser-
vices, including Facebook parent company
Meta Platforms Inc., Twitter Inc., property rental
company Airbnb Inc. and Alphabet Inc., which
owns Google and YouTube. Apple Inc. put a
stop to sales of its iPhone and other devices in
Russia, as did computer maker Dell Technolo-
gies Inc. On Friday, Microsoft Corp. joined the
action, banning the sale of all new products and

In Canada and around the world, investment
firms have rushed to unload their holdings of
Russian securities, though sales restrictions im-
posed by the government there are making
that difficult. Canadian fund managers Mawer
Investment Management Ltd. and Purpose In-
vestments Inc. said they're divesting all Russian
stocks, as are institutional money managers Al-
berta Investment Management Corp. and PSP
Investments. Meanwhile both Visa and Master-
card have blocked some Russian financial insti-
tutions from their credit-card networks.

Finally, an entertainment curfain has lowered
around Russia, blocking citizens from accessing
international music, movies and television
shows. Streaming service Netflix Inc. is offline
in Russia, while Walt Disney Co., WarnerMedia,
Sony Pictures Enterfainment Inc. and Para-
mount Pictures Corp. have ceased distribution
of their films.

JASON KIRBY
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How can Canada help
Europe move away
from fossil fuels?

ADAM
RADWANSKI

Jl oriNiON

hen the International
W Energy Agency con-
vened a ministerial

meeting of its member countries
this week to plot a response to the
energy crisis caused by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, Canada’s
man at the table was pleasantly
surprised by how “bullish and ag-
gressive” his European counter-
parts were on two related fronts.

The first, Natural Resources
Minister Jonathan Wilkinson said
in an interview after the meeting,
was eliminating dependence on
Russian oil and gas as expedi-
tiously as possible, which the
group unanimously resolved to
do.

The second was accelerating
the energy transition away from
fossil fuels entirely, which he now
thinks will happen in Europe “a
lot quicker than many had been
assuming.” That’s because of a
suddenly growing recognition
that shifting to non-emitting fuel
sources is necessary both to fight
climate change - already more of
a priority in Europe than else-
where - and to reduce reliance on
the bad or unreliable actors re-
sponsible for much of the world’s
oil-and-gas supply.

They’re twin goals Mr. Wilkin-
son believes Canada has a chance
to support - though how exactly
is fuzzy, at the moment, and a
source of dispute in this country
between boosters and skeptics of
the domestic fossil-fuel sector.

What Europe is interested in,
he said, is energy security. That
means, in the long term, generat-
ing their own energy with renew-
able sources such as wind and so-
lar power. And in the short term it
means making stable arrange-
ments “with secure, trusted part-
ners like Canada that can supply
energy that they can’t produce
domestically and that will fit in
the context overall of where
they’re heading from a climate
perspective.”

What he didn’t say, though it
was clear from the conversation,
is that Canada will need to be-
come more strategic about where
it has the greatest chance to help.

Tosome,including Alberta Pre-
mier Jason Kenney and leading
members of the federal Conserva-
tives, the obvious answer is for
Canada to build infrastructure to
get more of its oil and gas reserves
to foreign markets.

The equally obvious obstacle is
that, as evidenced by decades of
painful experience, major pipe-
lines or export facilities take a ve-
ry long time to build here. The
Trans Mountain pipeline, which
has suffered cost overruns and de-
lays, will be completed late next
year at the earliest. The LNG Cana-
da terminal being constructed on
the west coast, to ship liquefied
natural gas to Asia, won’t be ready
before 2025. Plans for other natu-
ral gas export facilities - including
in Atlantic Canada, for European
access — have mostly gone no-
where.

So any major new Canadian
plans to dramatically increase fos-
sil fuel export capacity would
have to be contingent on the as-
sumption that, contrary to the
message at the [EA meeting, there
will be increased demand many
years from now.

Mr. Wilkinson signalled that’s
not a bet his government is look-
ing to make. “Europeintendstobe
far down the path [of transition-
ing to non-emitting energy] by
the time you could think reason-
ably of taking a pipeline across
this country,” he said. And, refer-
encing this week’s UN report on

climate change’s devastating ef-
fects, he expressed little enthusi-
asm for pushing long-term oil-
and-gas reliance, even if Europe
might be inclined toward it far in-
to the future.

Nor is there much Ottawa
could do immediately to get more
oil and gas to Europe, or other
markets that may feel a global en-
ergy crunch, using what little ex-
cess export capacity currently ex-
ists. As Mr. Wilkinson noted, Can-
ada has fewer government levers
to manage supply than most oth-
er fossil-fuel-producing countries
-noemergency reserve of the sort
that the United States and others
have announced they are tapping
into to pump about 60 million oil
barrels into the global market.

Where Mr. Wilkinson seems to
see more potential to work with
the Europeans - and more consis-
tency with Canada’s own climate
commitments - is in developing
and scaling up alternative fuel
sources.

In theory, that makes sense. In
practice, there is much work to be
done. Hydrogen fuel was the pri-
mary example Mr. Wilkinson
raised. It has already been central
to European plans to decarbonize
industry, but the continent is un-
likely to produce enough of it to
meetitsneeds. Ayearago, Canada
signed an agreement with Germa-
ny to work on a transatlantic hy-
drogen partnership.

But hydrogenis an increasingly
competitive market, and Canada
hasbeen slower than elsewhere to
develop strategies backed by pub-
lic dollars. Plus, the effort here to
date has primarily been around
blue hydrogen, which involves
producing the element from fossil
fuels and using carbon-capture
technology to minimize emis-
sions. Countries such as Germany
want green hydrogen, produced
from renewables, which Canada
hasn’t focused much on yet de-
spite big potential.

Increased European interest in
nuclear power - depending upon
how that’s affected by safety con-
cerns around Russia’s takeover of
Ukraine’s largest nuclear facility -
offers another potential avenue,
given Canada’s history as a leader
in that area.

Here, too, recent progress has
been slow. While Mr. Wilkinson
noted that Canada has been de-
veloping a new generation of
small modular reactors, it’s not
yet clear when there might be
enough domestic use of them to
prove the concept to trade part-
ners.

Foreign demand for hydrogen,
nuclear and other non-emitting
energy sources may suddenly
ramp up in a way that could not
have been anticipated before the
onset of war. And, given the Uk-
raine conflict’s extreme volatility,
it will take a while to gauge how
the market has shifted long-term.

For now, there are other ways
Ottawa can show a degree of lead-
ership. Its decision this week to
make Canada the first country to
ban imports of Russian oil was
mostly symbolic, because we cur-
rently buy only a small amount of
refined oil products from there
and no crude at all. But the move
may have helped encourage allies
to do likewise. (On Friday, the
United States was reportedly con-
sidering a similar ban.)

Later this month, Mr. Wilkin-
son will have an opportunity to
trade ideas face to face with his
foreign colleagues, during an IEA
meeting scheduled to take place
in Paris. But if the tone of that
gathering is similar to this week’s,
it will increase the need for Cana-
datomatch and help meet the Eu-
ropeans’ growing sense of urgen-
cy around weaning themselves
off both Russia and planet-warm-
ing fossil fuels.
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Creating a fund to support Indigenous youth

PAUL WALDIE

PITCHING IN

The organizer: Kenn Richard

The pitch: creating the Indigenous Spirit Fund

The reason: to support young Indigenous
people in Toronto

enn Richard has been an award-win-
ning activist for decades and most of
his work has centred around Toronto’s
Native Child and Family Services,

which he founded more than 30 years ago.
While NCS has provided key services to Indig-
enous youth across the city, Mr. Richard wanted
toreach out further. He’s now helped create the
Indigenous Spirit Fund, a program aimed at
providing more support to young people and
developing new connections with individuals,

charitable foundations and private businesses.

“The old colonial charitable model has not
really worked very well for producing change,”
Mr. Richard said.

The ISF launched in 2018 and has focused on
supporting many of the programs offered by
NCS including its summer camp. The fund also
sponsors the Indigenous Spirit Award, which
honours outstanding young people. The sec-
ond annual award ceremony will take place on
March 24. The fund is now reaching out to char-
itable foundations and donorstobroadenits ac-
tivities. Last year, ISF raised around $300,000 in
donations and the hope is to raise even more
money in 2022.

“Iwant to take it to another level because it’s
not just charitable,” he said. “What we aspire to
is reforming the relationship within the charit-
able sector. When I think about reconciliation,
the end product of thatis the recalibration of re-
lationship.”

pwaldie@globeandmail.com

Energy: Russia has steadily strengthened
its grip on EU energy markets for decades

FROM B1

Such sanctions would have a profound impact
on Russia’s balance sheet. The country pro-
duces around 17 per cent of the world’s oil and
13 per cent of its natural gas, which together
comprise more than 60 per cent of Russia’s ex-
port revenue. But the measures could also
cause dramatic energy price spikes in Europe,
which uses Russian fuel for heat and electric-
ity.

Russia has been steadily strengthening its
grip on EU energy markets for decades, and
imposing sanctions on Russian fuel would
mean loosening those ties. Industry experts
point to a possible two-pronged plan for doing
so. First, switch to buying gas from the likes of
Azerbaijan, Qatar, the United States and Alge-
ria. Then, request that Asian fuel markets di-
vert some of their cargo to Europe.

Last year alone, the EU imported about 140
billion cubic metres of gas by pipeline from
Russia, and about 15 billion cubic metres of lig-
uefied natural gas. That accounted for 45 per
cent of the bloc’s gas imports and

targeting overall net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, and this week the German
government said it wants all of its electricity to
come from renewable sources by 203s.

Dr. Tagliapietra said that while renewables
and energy efficiency will play a large part in
solving Europe’s reliance on Russia, the transi-
tion will require time.

It’s probable that the EU will continue im-
porting large volumes of gas in the short-to-
medium term, he said, simply because Europe
“cannot realistically think of going fully green
in a matter of five years.”

It’s not just about money. The EU will also
need to tackle practical problems, such as in-
creasing solar panel manufacturing capacity
and finding qualified installation workers.

Across the continent, there is a sense that
Ukraine deserves support and Russia deserves
punishment, even if it comes with very real
consequences for consumers.

“Yes, there is an element of fear of Russian
retaliation, but the support by the public also
includes an acknowledgment that this will
come at a cost to us all,” Dr. For-

almost 40 per cent of its total con-
sumption.

Each new contract for Russian
gas shipments has made Europe
more reliant on Moscow. Before
the Ukraine invasion, the EU had
been becoming increasingly hes-
itant to jeopardize energy suppli-
es by opposing the Kremlin.

Joerg Forbrig at the German
Marshall Fund, a think tank in
Berlin, pointed to past Russian
provocations that he said were
met with muted responses from
the West, largely because of the
energy implications. Those in-
cluded Russia’s 2008 invasion of
Georgia, its 2014 annexation of
Crimea and the 2019 assassina-
tion of Zelimkhan Khangoshvili,
a Georgian-Chechen man, in a Berlin park -
which a German court ruled last year was or-
chestrated by the Kremlin.

The political calculus changed after the in-
vasion.

“There is absolutely no taboo in reconsider-
ing reshaping relationships with Russia,” he
said, “including the energy relationship.”

Simone Tagliapietra, an expert in interna-
tional energy issues at Bruegel, a European
think tank, pegs Europe’s purchases of natural
gas from Russia at around €8oo-million ($1.1-
billion) each day. And he thinks oil and gas
sanctions are a distinct possibility.

“Just look at what happened over the last
week. We have managed to put in place - in a
week - sanctions that are of unprecedented
strength,” he said, referring to Western restric-
tions on Russian banks and individuals.

While there’s some disagreement about
how much gas Europe has in storage, the over-
arching sentiment among experts here is that
even if the EU shuns Russian fuel, the bloc will
get through the rest of the winter and the sum-
mer just fine.

Barbara Pompili, France’s Minister for Eco-
logical Transition, told reporters Thursday that
the EU’s energy system is robust for the time
being, and that there are “no risks for the secu-
rity of gas and oil.” (France currently holds the
presidency of the council of the EU.)

Europe’s rethink of its energy reliance on
Moscow may be made easier by the fact that
the EU was trying to reduce its use of fossil
fuels even before the current crisis. The bloc is

While there's some
disagreement about
how much gas
Europe has in
storage, the
overarching
sentiment among
experts here is that
even if the EU shuns
Russian fuel, the bloc 1, ‘miscalculated
will get through the
rest of the winter
and the summer
just fine.

brig said.

The war hits close to home for
EU residents - literally and figu-
ratively.

“This is about us. This is about
our values. This is about the
right of people to be self-deter-
mined. This is about sovereignty.
This is about the core values of
the UN Charter, the core values
of the European Union,” Dr. Ta-
gliapietra said.

Dr. Forbrig believes the Krem-
just how
strong, swift and unified the
West’s response would be to an
invasion of Ukraine. Even
among the business community,
where balance sheets reign su-
preme, willingness to work with
Russia has taken a nosedive.

BP was the first oil major to wash its hands
of Russian assets. It announced on Sunday
plans to drop its 20-per-cent stake in oil com-
pany Rosneft, and in the process kicked off
something of a domino effect. Shell PLC said it
would jettison billions of dollars worth of Rus-
sian energy interests, including a joint venture
with Gazprom that it values at US$3-billion.
Exxon Mobil and Norway’s Equinor said they,
too, would exit their Russian oil and gas oper-
ations, worth billions.

And should Western contractors leave the
country, “it will undoubtedly cause delays and
disruptions to ongoing operations,” said Ja-
rand Rystad, the chief executive of data provid-
er Rystad Energy. He added that progress on oil
development projects - such as the gigantic
Vostok oil field development in Russia’s north,
which is expected to produce two million bar-
rels a day - is also likely to slow significantly.

If that happens, experts say it’s likely Eu-
rope will put pressure on countries such as the
United States, Canada and Saudi Arabia to
scale up oil production and help make up the
shortfall.

With no immediate end to the conflict in
sight, international co-operation on the energy
front will be crucial.

“If there is a major shock, as we are seeing
now in the European market - both on gas and
oil - this will spill over quickly around the
world,” Dr. Tagliapietra said.

“We should be very, very clear here: What
happens in Europe doesn’t stay in Europe.”
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Return to normal will be a bumpy process

IAN
McGUGAN

ll oriNION

MARKET FORCES

veryone would like the
E world to go back to normal.

The problem is trying to fig-
ure out what normalcy looks like
after two years of precedent-bust-
ing interventions by govern-
ments and central banks.

The one thing we know for sure
is that normalcy doesn’t involve a
massive land war in Europe or a
still-mutating global pandemic.
However, even if magical solu-
tions were to solve both those
horrors overnight, we would still
be a long way from business as
usual.

Near-zero interest rates and
gushers of government stimulus
have taken key parts of the econo-
my on wild rides. Home prices
and corporate profits have both
shot skyward, shattering expecta-
tions in the process.

Investors should remember
how abnormal all this is when
bracing for what comes next. In
the past, the smart bet hasbeen to
assume that central bankers will
ride to investors’ rescue on any
sign of market weakness by cut-
ting interest rates. But right now,
when central banks are focused
on hiking rates to fight inflation,
the usual rescue measures don’t
apply. Getting back to normal is
going to be a bumpy process.

Consider surging home prices.
While Canadians naturally focus
on the situation in their own
neighbourhoods, the boom in
property values has actually been
a worldwide phenomenon. Since
the start of the pandemic, home
prices have risen in almost every
country, according to the Interna-

Bitcoin is a star amid the messy markets of war — but can

ETHAN LOU

ll orinNION

His latest book is Once a Bitcoin
Miner: Scandal and Turmoil in the
Cryptocurrency Wild West

dvocates have long hailed
Abitcoin as an inflation

hedge and safe-haven asset
not just like gold but better than
gold. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
in February validated that view.
Since the war began, the price of
bitcoin has risen to as much as
US$45,000 per unit, up more than
13 per cent.

That, of course, flies in the face
of what many in mainstream fi-
nance think. They view bitcoin as
a risk asset, like technology
stocks. People are supposed to put
money into them only when they
have extra with which to gamble,
when they are fed and happy and
can stomach risk, when borrow-
ing costs are low. And there’s
truth to that. Postinvasion, on the
first sign of trouble and lean

A global boom in house prices

Real residential property prices, Q1 2019 = 100, quarterly, not seasonally
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tional Monetary Fund.

Look at four very different na-
tions: Canada, the United States,
Australia and South Korea. Be-
tween spring 2019 and the third
quarter of last year, real residen-
tial property prices in each of
these jurisdictions rocketed up-
ward by anywhere from 15.7 per
cent (South Korea) to 23.3 per cent
(Australia), according to the Bank
for International Settlements.
(Remember, these are real prices,
so the figures are after deducting
inflation.)

The widespread nature of this
sudden boom suggests it was not
the result of anything specific to
any single country. More likely, it
reflected global factors such as
tumbling interest rates, the sud-
den shift to remote working ar-
rangements, as well as shortages
of building materials.

So what would returning to
normal look like for home prices?
If interest rates rise as expected,
people trickle back to the office
and supply chains deliver more
building materials, the property
mania of the past two years could
stop rather abruptly. Global home

times, bitcoin’s immediate move
was to join stocks in plunging as
prices for traditional safe-haven
assets such as gold shot up.

Now that bitcoin has emerged
as a shining star amid the messy
markets of war, the big question is
whether it can remain up, and
whether its current price move-
ments put to ground the peren-
nial question of what sort of asset
itis.

Bitcoin is, in a way, not unlike
gold. Practical applications form
only a fraction of the gold trade.
The precious metal’s greater val-
ue is derived from perception,
scarcity and being resilient to ex-
ternal shocks. Cash can be burned
or become worthless when the is-
suer falls, but not gold.

Similarly, because of bitcoin’s
decentralized nature, no one par-
ty has control over it. Advocates
therefore say that, unlike a com-
pany’sstock ora country’s curren-
¢y, bitcoin’s price should be like
gold’s in being largely immune to
geopolitical factors. And that’s
more than theory.

From 2017 to 2019, bitcoin’s cor-

prices could stagnate for a while.
Or they could even slump. Either
scenario would be a dramatic
change from the past two years.

Shareholders could be in for an
equally rocky ride. Just as stimu-
lus payments and rock-bottom in-
terest rates helped create a house-
buying boom in the middle of a
pandemic, they also created a
boom in corporate profits, which
then fed into big stock market
gains.

Earnings advanced by more
than 50 per cent in 2021 for both
the S&P/TSX Composite and the
S&P 500, according to Refinitiv.
Admittedly, part of this profit bo-
nanza was simply a bounce-back
from the early months of the pan-
demic. Still, the jump was remark-
able - and unsustainable.

Analysts are forecasting only
modest earnings growth for this
year, probably in the high single
digits. But don’t be shocked if real-
ity comes up a bit short of even
those restrained expectations. Ci-
tibank’s global earnings revision
index, which measures the net
upgrades and downgrades to cor-
porate earnings forecasts, recent-

relation to the stock market was
just 0.01 out of a maximum of 1,
according to the International
Monetary Fund. Meanwhile, by
August, 2019, data from Bloom-
berg show that bitcoin’s correla-
tion to gold was 0.827, having
doubled over the previous three
months. Gold and other safe-
haven assets had jumped in 2020
as the U.S. killing of a top Iranian
commander sparked fears of a
new war - and bitcoin rallied, too,
up 5 per cent on the news.

As the COVID-19 pandemic be-
gan in 2020, though, both bitcoin
and gold started being correlated
with stocks. While gold went back
to being uncorrelated, as it always
has been, bitcoin diverged. From
2020 to 2021, the correlation be-
tween the first cryptocurrency
and the S&P 500 index was 0.36,
IMF data show. It's not that
strong, but it’s statistically signif-
icant.

It'snot hard to understand why
that happened. To see madness in
the markets in the past year is, af-
ter all, not that controversial a
thought. Lower borrowing costs

There is no such thing as a millennial middle class

BRIDGET CASEY
PERSONAL FINANCE COLUMNIST

Bl oriNION

MBA (Finance), founder of Money
After Graduation, a financial
eLearning company

erosion of the middle class,

look no further than those
born between 1982 and 1991.

Millennials are generally seen
as a generation that’s worse off
than their parents, but that isn’t
entirely true. When trying to
measure the wealth of my gener-
ation, the mistake is treating mil-
lennials as a single cohort.

In reality, there are two dis-
tinct classes: the millennials who
are thriving and everybody else.
A 2019 Statistics Canada study,
which explored whether millen-
nials are better or worse off than
previous generations, revealed
that rich millennials are doing
better than any generation be-
fore them. The top 10 per cent of
millennials have a shockingly
high median net worth of
$588,600, double that of the top
10 per cent of the Gen X-ers.

If you want to see proof of the

But the surprise isn’t that rich
millennials are absurdly wealthy
- it’s that they are so much better
off than the rest of their cohort.

High-net-worth and low-net-
worth millennials are experienc-
ing parallel but completely dif-
ferent financial lives because of
postsecondary education, hous-
ing and income. For the richest
10 per cent of millennials, these
three things magnified and mul-
tiplied their wealth beyond that
of any previous generation. For
the remaining 9o per cent, the
same three factors sabotaged
their lifetime wealth accumula-
tion in a way most of them may
never recover from.

The top 10 per cent of millen-
nials hold 55 per cent of the total
wealth of their generation. They
are high income earners and
homeowners, with low debts and
ample financial assets. They are
thriving, while the bottom 9o per
cent of millennials struggle with
high student debt loads, unaffor-
dable housing and stagnant wag-
es.

This divide is so severe it has
eroded anything in between. In
fact, our worst socioeconomic
fears have come true for this gen-
eration: There is no such thing as

a millennial middle class.

Millennials are the most edu-
cated generation in history, with
70 per cent holding a postsec-
ondary diploma or degree. This
educational attainment has de-
livered the higher incomes it
promised, with millennials earn-
ing one-third more than Gen X-
ers did at age 3o0.

Those whose tuition was paid
for by the Bank of Mom and Dad
are exceptionally blessed, getting
to move into those high-earning
careers unencumbered by hefty
student loan debt. Those who
had to pay for their own postsec-
ondary educations find their stu-
dent loan payments large
enough to affect their qualifica-
tion for a mortgage and leave lit-
tle left over to build tax-free sav-
ings accounts and registered re-
tirement savings plans.

Some of these largest income
gains over the past two decades
have been in technology. Millen-
nials came of age with the inter-
net, and they make up the ma-
jority of founders and early em-
ployees of many tech startups.
Those who joined early internet
companies were rewarded with
high salaries and stock options.

Canada’s own tech darling, Ot-

A pandemic surge in corporate profits
U.S. corporate profits after tax, US$ billions, quarterly, seasonally adjusted

annual rate
$3,000

2,500

2,000

o
o

o

1,500
1,000
5
T T anta Tan1s "an14 "am1e "an1e Tan1= Tan16 "ana Fanan

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
THE GLOBE AND MAIL, SOURCE: FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF ST. LOUIS

ly turned negative for the first
time since September, 2020. That
indicates more companies are
cutting forecasts than raising
them.

Jamie Fahy, a global macro
strategist at Citibank, acknowl-
edgedinanote thisweek that sup-
ports for risky assets such as
stocks are being eroded. As cen-
tral banks raise interest rates, the
outlook for stocks now depends
completely on what companies
can deliver in the way of healthy
earnings growth. “Removing this
support could leave some indices
floating on air,” he wrote, rather
ominously.

To be sure, not all is lost. The
sturdiest reason for optimism is
simply the widespread pessimism
among most investors. So much
bad news is already priced into
the market that it would not take
much to turn sentiment around.
Mr. Fahy notes that when indica-
tors of investor sentiment turn as
uber-bearish as they are now, fu-
ture returns are usually positive.

It could work out that way this
time around. The latest numbers
show Canada’s economy grew at a

and massive government stimu-
lus led to greater appetite for risk.
And so, much of the new money
flowinginto crypto came from the
outside, from those who do not
share the view that it’s a safe-
haven asset.

In the past year, bitcoin’s corre-
lation with stocks even turned
higher than that of stocks and
other assets, including gold. And
repeated talk of rising interest
rates rocked Dbitcoin prices
throughout the past months.
Froth and bloat have shown that
perception matters as much as
fundamentals. When war came,
it’s not surprising that bitcoin
prices did go down.

But then Ukraine officially
started accepting cryptocurrency
donations, which amounted to
more than US$30-million. Talk
abounded that Russia could use
digital assets to dodge sanctions
imposed by the West. That might
be overstating it, but as the ruble
rapidly lost value, demand in Rus-
sia for bitcoin did soar, with peo-
ple paying as much as US$20,000
above market per unit. When

tawa-based Shopify Inc., was
founded in 2006 and boasts
more than 7,000 employees and
a market capitalization of
around $10s-billion. It can be
credited with making a number
of millennials into millionaires,
including employees, stockhold-
ers and even its users, young en-
trepreneurs who capitalized on
e-commerce.

High-earning millennials had
the income to secure themselves
a foothold in Canada’s overheat-
ed housing market, and have
watched that multiply their net
worth in only a handful of years.
If they received down-payment
gifts from parents, they’re even
further ahead.

Expensive housing has been
one of the most powerful wealth
divides of the millennial gener-
ation. It amplified the wealth of
those already in it, and slammed
the door shut on those hoping to
get in - pun intended.

We are already in the middle
of a S$itrillion generational
wealth transfer, as boomer par-
ents hand over financial assets to
their millennial children. Howev-
er, it’s unlikely this will be
enough to lift the average millen-
nial into some semblance of fi-

sizzling 6.7-per-cent annualized
pace in the fourth quarter of last
year. As Stephen Brown at Capital
Economics noted thisweek, Cana-
dahas only tiny trade links to Rus-
sia and Ukraine - the two coun-
tries together account for a mere
0.3 per cent of our imports and an
even more microscopic 0.1 per
cent of our total goods exports. If
anything, Canada stands to bene-
fit from disruptions to oil and
wheat exports from Russia and
Ukraine.

But inflation remains a threat.
Higher oil prices could keep Cana-
da’sinflation rate above 4 per cent
this year. If so, the Bank of Canada
will have little choice but to keep
raising interest rates. That would
not be good news for stocks,
bonds and home prices.

So how should investors con-
duct themselves in the middle of
all this chaos? The most practical
advice is to make sure that any in-
vestment you own is something
you're comfortable holding for
thelonghaul, through any volatil-
ity that may lie ahead. However
one defines normalcy these days,
it is still a long way away.

it remain up?

wars are increasingly fought with
money as much as missiles, bit-
coin’s narrative of being the most
resilient asset becomes more im-
portant.

That 180-degree shift in bit-
coin’s correlation to other assets,
however, does bring to mind this
joke about the statistician on a
hunting party. One shooter mis-
ses a deer by a few inches to the
left and another by a few inches to
the right. The statistician de-
clares, “Yes, we got it!” He isn’t
completely wrong. When an asset
shows correlation one way at
times and another way at others,
it’s not that meaningful.

Therein might lie the best con-
clusion to draw from bitcoin’s
price movement throughout the
war. A few years of correlation to
gold, one year or two to equities,
one war - for a 13-year-old asset,
nothing really amounts to a pat-
tern. Bitcoin might just be digital
gold, but fundamentals are not
what they used to be. Any mea-
ningful correlation with other
safe-haven assets could take a
long time to materialize.

nancial security.

Much of the wealth transfer
has already happened, with
boomer parents gifting millen-
nial children cash for down pay-
ments, weddings and more.
These cash gifts accrued for
those who already had other ad-
vantages, such as paid-for post-
secondary education.

The only solution to closing
the gap in millennial wealth is
cracking down on the tenets that
created the divide. It’s not
enough to tell millennials to give
up their lattes and avocado toast,
to work harder or to save more.

We need student loan forgive-
ness, affordable housing and
wages that keep pace with infla-
tion. Without that, we are risking
more than having an entire gen-
eration disgruntled by the wealth
divide.

We are losing the last attain-
able rungs on the socioeconomic
ladder and will be left with a two-
tier Canada where everyone re-
mains in the class in which they
were born, without hope of ever
changing their circumstances.

This is not the generational
legacy millennials want to leave
for Gen Z, who are likely to find
themselves even worse off.
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Plans for early retirement need a rethink

Couple’s incomes

and company pensions
may not be enough

for them to hang up
their hats in six years

DIANNE MALEY

FINANCIAL FACELIFT

ed and Natalie have well-
Tpaying management jobs,

Ted in the private sector
and Natalie in government. He is
age 52, she is 51. They have two
children, 18 and 21. The younger
one still lives at home.

Ted has earned good income
over the past five years, averag-
ing about $200,000 a year includ-
ing commission. His base salary
is $115,000. Natalie is making
$118,000 a year, plus a bonus that
ranges from $5,000 to $25,000.

Natalie and Ted bought a rent-
al property not long ago with a
small down payment; the prop-
erty is barely breaking even.

Natalie recently joined her de-
fined benefit pension plan and
wonders whether she should use
funds from her previous employ-
er’s registered pension plan to
“buy back” service in her new
plan.

Ted, who had a recent health
scare, is looking to the day they
can both retire, travel extensively
“while we can,” and winter in a
warmer climate. Short term, they
want to replace one of their cars
and do some renovations to their
house. Longer term, their goal is
to retire from work in six years
with a budget of $140,000 a year
after tax.

We asked Matthew Ardrey, a
vice-president and financial
planner at TriDelta Financial in
Toronto, to look at Ted and Nata-
lie’s situation.

WHAT THE EXPERT SAYS

Ted and Natalie have been able
to pay off the mortgage on the
family home, do some renova-
tions and make other big-ticket
purchases thanks to Ted’s sub-
stantial commission income and
Natalie’s bonus, Mr. Ardrey says.
Ted expects this extra income to
fall markedly in future, averaging
about $10,000 a year each.

“Unfortunately, with the re-
duction in this extra income,
they may not be able to afford
even their short-term spending
in full,” the planner says. They
have enough to pay for their
yearly big trip ($10,000), but may
not have enough for home reno-
vations ($25,000) or a car pur-
chase ($35,000). “If they want to
proceed with these, they may ei-
ther need to finance them or re-
duce spending in other areas.”

Ted saves 4 per cent of his sala-
ry each month in his defined
contribution  pension  plan,
which the company matches.
Then he uses the remainder of
his RRSP room to contribute to
his group RRSP at work. He also
makes a $100 contribution each
month to his tax-free savings ac-
count. Natalie contributes
$10,000 a year to her RRSP.

In addition to his DC pension,
Ted also has a defined benefit

STARS AND DOGS JOHN HEINZL

CLIENT SITUATION

The people: Ted, 52, Natalie, 51,
and their children, 18 and 21

The problem: Can they afford to
retire in six years with $140,000
in spending?

The plan: Take steps to improve
investment returns, lower retire-
ment spending expectations or
plan to work much longer than
anticipated.

The payoff: A clear picture of
what needs to be done

Monthly net income: $15,100

Assets: Cash $2,000; his RRSP

pension that will pay him
$26,400 a year when he retires at
age 58, not indexed to inflation.
Natalie has just joined her de-
fined benefit plan and has the
opportunity to buy back service,
the planner says.

If Natalie uses the full
$226,000 in her DC pension plan
to buy back service with her new
employer, her pension will in-
crease from $1,000 a month to
$2,500 a month, fully indexed, at
her age 58. “We recommend she
does this.”

Natalie and Ted recently
bought a rental property worth
$550,000 with a $500,000 mort-
gage on it. The property earns
$2,700 a month gross and zero
after fixed expenses. “This is con-
cerning because at best, it is
cash-flow neutral and if any ad
hoc expenses come up, it will be
cash flow negative,” Mr. Ardrey
says. In preparing his forecast, he
assumes they sell the rental
property when they retire.

After all spending and saving
are added up, the couple show a
surplus that is not accounted for.

$410,000; her RRSP $235,000;
his defined contribution pension
$235,000; her DC pension
$226,000; estimated value of his
DB pension $634,000; estimated
value of her DB pension
$72,000; his TFSA $17,000;
registered education savings
plan $27,000; residence
$820,000; rental property
$550,000. Total: $3.2-million

Monthly outlays: Property tax
$450; water, sewer, garbage
$120; home insurance $170;
heat, hydro $300; maintenance,
garden $260; car insurance
$235; fuel $700; maintenance
$275; parking, transit $300;

They said they use the money for
unexpected expenses such as car
repairs. “Though that makes up
some of the surplus, I feel that
there is budget leakage in their
spending,” the planner says.
They should work on improving
their budget so they will have a
more accurate picture of their re-
tirement needs.

If they retire at Ted’s age 58,
they will get reduced Canada
Pension Plan benefits. The fore-
cast assumes they start collecting
CPP and Old Age Security at age
65. They will get 8o per cent of
the maximum CPP benefit at age
65 as well as maximum Old Age
Security benefits, subject to any
clawback.

Their portfolio is 23-per-cent
cash, 32-per-cent bonds and 45-
per-cent stocks, Mr. Ardrey says.
Of the stocks, 20 per cent are
Canadian, 20 per cent U.S. and 5
per cent international. “With
headwinds on the fixed-income
side because of rising interest
rates, the expected return on this
portfolio is 3.04 per cent,” he
says.

groceries $1,200; tutoring $400;
clothing $250; gifts, charity
$350; vacation, travel $1,000;
other discretionary $600; dining,
drinks, entertainment $1,300;
personal care $200; club mem-
berships $50; golf $25; pets $85;
subscriptions $65; health care
$100; communications $235; his
RRSP and DC pension contribu-
tions $1,440; registered educa-
tion savings plan $100; her DB
pension plan $1,380; her RRSP
$835; his TFSA $100. Total:
$12,525.Surplus goes to occa-
sional and unallocated expenses.

Liabilities: Mortgage on rental
$501,590

Inflation is now a larger con-
cern for portfolios than it once
was and this will likely last for a
while, the planner says. “Thus,
we are using a 3-per-cent infla-
tion rate in this projection,
meaning their investments are
barely keeping pace with infla-
tion.” Worse, the mutual funds
they hold outside of their group
plans have an average manage-
ment expense ratio of 2.14 per
cent. In comparison, the invest-
ments in the group plans would
be at a relatively low cost.

Taking all of these variables
into account, with their spending
goal of $140,000 a year, they fall
short very early in their projec-
tion, running out of savings just
10 years into retirement, in 2038,”
the planner says. ”Given this
drastic shortfall, we deem this
scenario unviable.”

To improve their retirement
plan, Mr. Ardrey recommends
they hold less cash, add to their
stock holdings, and add some in-
come-producing, non-traditional
investments such as private resi-
dential real estate investment

ASHLEY FRASER/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

trusts. “These investments pro-
vide uncorrelated and steady re-
turns that are in excess of what
we are expecting for fixed in-
come today.”

With s55-per-cent cash and
fixed income, their portfolio has
embedded risk that they likely
don’t recognize. “For the past 50
years or so, fixed income has
been a safe haven for investing,”
the planner says. “This is less so
today” An increase in interest
rates leads to a decline in the
price of existing bonds. Inflation
also poses a risk to fixed-income
securities. “If the current rate of
inflation is stickier than predict-
ed, the real rate of return on
bonds will continue to be nega-
tive.”

Earning better returns im-
proves Ted and Natalie’s retire-
ment prospects but more is
needed, he says. Mr. Ardrey puts
his forecast through computer
software known as a Monte Carlo
simulation to gauge the likeli-
hood of success given different
variables. To improve their likeli-
hood of success, Ted and Natalie
will either have to cut their re-
tirement spending by about a
third, to $96,000 a year, or delay
retiring for six additional years,
from 2028 to 2034.

“Unfortunately, there is no
magic bullet to retirement plan-
ning,” Mr. Ardrey says. “If you
cannot achieve your goals, then
it typically involves one or more
of working longer, saving more,
investing better, or spending
less.” This is the situation Ted
and Natalie must now manage
through to meet their goals in
the future. “Thankfully, they still
have the time to do it.”

Special to The Globe and Mail

Want a free financial facelift?
E-mail finfacelift@gmail.com.

Some details may be changed
to protect the privacy of the
persons profiled.
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DOG Alternate uses for the Rus-
sian ruble: 1) birdcage liner; 2)
toilet paper; 3) fireplace kindling.
With Western countries tighten-
ing sanctions on Russia - includ-
ing kicking some Russian banks
out of the SWIFT global pay-
ments system and blocking
transactions with Russia’s central
bank - the ruble crashed to a re-
cord low of less than 1 US cent,
extending its steep decline since
Russia invaded Ukraine. If you
think groceries are getting more
expensive in Canada, be grateful
you don’t live in Moscow or St.
Petersburg.

DOG Why did Sberbank’s stock
collapse? Because people were
Russian to withdraw their mon-
ey. The American depositary re-
ceipts of Russia’s largest bank
sank to penny-stock status after
Sberbank said it is pulling out of
the European market. “The
group’s subsidiary banks have
faced an exceptional outflow of
funds and a number of safety
concerns regarding its employ-
ees and offices,” Sberbank ex-
plained. Nothing compared to
the safety concerns of Ukrainian
civilians, mind you.

DOG SmileDirectClub investors
haven’t had much to smile about
lately. In January, the maker of
teeth-alignment Kkits suspended
operations in eight countries in-
cluding Mexico, Germany, Spain
and Hong Kong and halted inter-
national expansion as it strug-
gles to become profitable. This
week, the company announced
that fourth-quarter revenue
dropped 31.6 per cent to US$126-
million as its loss nearly tripled
to US$os-million. With the stock
down more than 8o per cent in
the past year and inflation mak-
ing it harder for consumers to af-
ford discretionary purchases,
SmileDirectClub investors could
be frowning for a while.

STAR Business quiz! Freshpet is
a company that: a) sells a range
of fragrances designed for pets,
including “Labradoodle Laven-
der Mist” and “Smells Like Shih
Tzu”; b) markets a wide variety
of cat litter and gerbil cage de-
odorizers; c¢) sells refrigerated
pet food made with fresh poultry,
beef, fish and vegetables and
whose stock rallied after the
company projected sales will
grow about 35 per cent to
US$575-million in 2022, thanks to
wider pet adoption and increas-
ing demand for healthier foods.
Answer: c.

DOG You know when an outfit
looks great at the store, but when
you get it home you change your
mind? Well, now Aritzia inves-
tors are having buyer’s remorse.
After more than doubling last
year on the strength of soaring
sales and earnings, shares of the
Vancouver-based women’s cloth-
ing retailer have skidded about
28 per cent from their record
high in mid-January. It’s possible
that Aritzia’s lofty multiple of
more than 40 times earnings
scared some investors away. Or
maybe they had made enough
money and just wanted to
clothes out their positions.

Russian ruble, 0.952 US cents,
down 0.24 US cents or 20.1% over week

SBRCY (US OTC), 52 US cents,
down US$3.91 or 88.3% over week

SDC (Nasdagq), US$2.01,
down 20 US cents or 9% over week

FRPT (Nasdaq), US$98.22,
up US$4.73 or 5.1% over week

ATZ (TSX), $44.35,
down $4.93 or 10% over week
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To hedge against inflation: ride the rails

Anil Tahiliani from
Matco Financial Inc.
sees value rising in
infrastructure and

a dip for consumer
discretionary stocks

BRENDA BOUW

s inflation surges, money
A manager Anil Tahiliani has

been busy shifting some of
his portfolio positions, including
buying more companies that are
able to pass on their higher costs
to customers.

“We think inflation is going to
be headed higher in the short
term,” says Mr. Tahiliani, a senior
portfolio manager at Matco Fi-
nancial Inc. in Calgary. He points
to the economic fallout of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, which
will continue to drive prices of oil
and gas and commodities such
as corn, wheat and potash.

Higher prices will persist, he
says, even as central banks start
raising interest rates to try to
cool inflation.

To take advantage, Mr. Tahilia-
ni has been buying companies in
sectors such as industrials, tele-
coms and banks, while selling
consumer discretionary stocks
with less leeway to raise prices.

“We’ve also reduced our utility
sector exposure, which is defen-
sive but underperforms in a ris-
ing interest rate environment,”
says Mr. Tahiliani, who oversees
about $225-million in assets and
his firm about $630-million.

He also started reducing his
weighting of technology stocks
late last year amid soaring valua-
tions and as it became more clear
that interest rates would be in-
creasing.

His Matco Canadian Equity In-
come Fund, which includes
stocks such as Canadian National
Railway Co., Bank of Montreal
and National Bank, as well as the
Global X US. Infrastructure
Development ETF, returned 23.6
per cent over the past year as of
Jan. 31.

The Globe and Mail recently
spoke with Mr. Tahiliani about

what he’s been buying and sell-
ing and a winning stock tip he
gave his brother years back.

Describe your investing style:

Our style is growth at a reason-
able price, also known as GARP.
We also look at dividend sustain-
ability. We typically focus on
companies that generate excess
free cash flow to increase divi-
dends, buy back stock or make
acquisitions. We don’t invest in
speculative stocks, cryptocurren-
cy or any type of startup.

What's your advice for investors
worried about the impact of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine?

Wars are not new in terms of in-
vesting. And when we look at
history, markets recover. The
question is, how long do they
take to recover? Typically, they
sell off leading into the war then,
once the war starts, they start a
bottoming process. We've been
telling clients that if they have
cash on the sidelines, this is time

to take advantage and start av-
eraging into the market. Buy
good quality companies that are
paying dividends. If they’re fully
invested, we’d say stay with their
asset allocation and continue to
invest for the long term.

What have you been buying
lately?

One company we bought in De-
cember was Canadian Pacific
Railway Ltd. It’s a new buy for us.
We think it’s a great company
given its acquisition of Kansas
City Southern last year. There’s
going to be significant cost sav-
ings as it integrates that U.S.
company. Also, railway and
trucking stocks have pricing
power given that they provide
critical infrastructure moving
goods people use across North
America. And CP Rail has been
one of the longer-term dividend-
paying stocks in Canada. We've
also owned Canadian National
Railway for a few years.
Another stock we bought in
December is fertilizer company

Take care transferring shares to a TFSA,

plus: ‘Did I buy the wrong thing?’

JOHN
HEINZL

Jl oriNiON

INVESTOR CLINIC

| recently did an in-kind share transfer from my
non-registered account to my tax-free savings
account. This transfer was below the book value
of the shares so | assumed it would be a capital
loss, but | did not get a confirmation slip as a
record. How do I account for this loss transaction?

Sorry to be the bearer of bad news, but when
you own shares with an unrealized loss and
transfer them in-kind to a TFSA (or any other
registered account), you cannot claim the loss
for tax purposes. The Canada Revenue Agency
considers this a “superficial loss” because you
still own the shares.

To get around the superficial loss rule, you
could have sold the shares in your non-regis-
tered account first and then contributed the
cash to your TFSA. After waiting the required 30
days, you could have repurchased the shares in
your TFSA and still claimed a capital loss.

Alternatively, after contributing the cash to
your TFSA, you could have immediately pur-
chased a similar - but not identical - security.
For example, if you sold Royal Bank and trans-
ferred the cash to your TFSA, you could have
purchased a different Canadian bank - or an ex-
change-traded fund that holds all of the Cana-
dian banks - without having to wait 30 days.
That way, you could have claimed the loss
while not missing out on any potential gains in
bank stocks.

Anticipating more and more electric cars on the
road, | have invested in Fortis Inc. (FTS), Capital
Power Corp. (CPX) and Brookfield Renewable
Corp. (BEPC). BEPC does not seem to be doing
very well, however, and | am not even sure what
it is compared to Brookfield Infrastructure Corp.
(BIPC) or other Brookfield entities. Did | buy the
wrong thing?

Brookfield Renewable has indeed had a rough
ride in the past year or so. But that’s largely be-
cause its valuation had soared to unreasonable
levels in the renewables rally of late 2000 and
early 2001, making the stock vulnerable to a
pullback.

However, the company itself - which owns a
global portfolio of hydro, wind and solar gener-
ating assets - is doing just fine. In 2021, Brook-
field Renewable Partners LP (BEP.UN) - the
limited partnership from which BEPC was spun
out in 2020 - posted normalized funds from op-
erations of US$1.09-billion or US$1.69 per unit,
up from US$882-million, or US$1.45, a year ear-
lier. What’s more, BEP.UN and BEPC both in-
creased their distributions by 5 per cent, ex-
tending a long string of annual increases. Since

the results were released in early February, both
stocks have been rallying.

One of Brookfield Renewable’s strengths is
that it derived more than half of its 2021 reve-
nue from hydroelectric power, which is a highly
reliable and long-lived source of generation
that requires relatively little maintenance.
Moreover, hydro generation doesn’t require
massive batteries to store electricity. Instead,
hydro facilities use pumped storage, which in-
volves pumping water to a reservoir at a higher
elevation and, when the electricity is needed,
allowing the water to flow downhill and
through the turbines.

With governments and corporations around
the world transitioning to green energy, Brook-
field Renewable has a large pipeline of hydro,
wind, solar and storage projects that should
keep its cash flow and distributions growing for
many years to some. So, no, I don’t think you
bought the wrong thing. I just think you need
to be patient.

Recently my discount broker issued a T5008
Statement of Securities Transactions showing the
disposition of 311 shares of Brookfield Infrastruc-
ture Partners Exchange LP in August, 2021. The
cost or book value was stated as $8,560.56 and
the proceeds of disposition were $22,158.75,
which means | am facing a large capital gain.
However, I'm puzzled because I did not sell any
shares; in August | simply exchanged the shares
- which I had acquired when Brookfield Infras-
tructure Partners LP (BIP.UN) bought Enercare Inc.
- on a one-for-one basis for shares of BIP.UN. So |
fail to understand why there are any tax implica-
tions. | had a long phone call with two different
people at my broker that did not clear this up.
Can you shed any light?

When Brookfield Infrastructure acquired Ener-
care in 2018, Enercare shareholders had the op-
tion to defer capital gains tax by accepting, in
lieu of cash, “Exchangeable LP Units” that are
convertible into units of Brookfield Infrastruc-
ture Partners LP. Evidently, you elected this tax-
free rollover option.

However, the exchangeable units were not
intended to remain tax-free forever. On page 72
of the management information circular for
the transaction (available on sedar.com), Ener-
care stated: “The disposition ... of an Exchange-
able LP Unit, including on a redemption or ex-
change of Exchangeable LP units for BIP units
... will result in the realization of a capital gain
(or capital loss)” by the unitholder.

So, when you swapped your exchangeable
units for BIP.UN units last summer, it triggered
a taxable event. If it’s any consolation, remem-
ber that only 50 per cent of capital gains are in-
cluded in your income for tax purposes.

E-mail your questions to
jheinzl@globeandmail.com. I'm noft able to
respond personally fo e-mails but | choose certain
questions fo answer in my column.

ILLUSTRATION BY JOEL KIMMEL

Nutrien Ltd. It’s a play on global
demand for food as the popula-
tion increases and the middle
class grows, which increases de-
mand for proteins and the pot-
ash and nitrogen needed to pro-
duce them. It’s also a play on in-
flation and companies with pric-
ing power.

We also recently bought tele-
communications company Telus
Corp. We like the company’s
strong free cash flow. It provides
critical infrastructure and is al-
most finished installing its fibre-
optic network to homes across
Canada. We think more custom-
ers will migrate from their exist-
ing internet speeds to high-speed
fibre. We already own BCE and
Rogers.

What have you been selling
lately?

Some of our recent sells have
been in consumer discretionary
stocks such as Canadian Tire
Corp. It’s a great company and it
has had a great run, but given
that we’re in an inflationary

environment, we don’t see con-
sumer discretionary stocks hav-
ing much pricing power.

Others we've sold out of re-
cently include grocery and retail
company North West Co. Inc. and
Empire Co., the latter of which
owns grocery store brands such
as Sobeys and Safeway. Typically,
grocers have some pricing power
when there’s inflation, but when
we look at some of the other
companies that we bought, such
as CP Rail or Nutrien, we think
they have more pricing power.
We also don’t see as much earn-
ings growth in those discretion-
ary names.

What's a stock you wished you
bought or bought sooner?

I wished I bought CN Rail when it
went public in 1995. I bought it
about five years later. It’s been
one of the best-performing
stocks in Canada since it went
public. It’s one of those stocks
that doesn’t get cheap because
people see it as critical infras-
tructure. It goes back to pricing
power. Many investors, including
myself, have been surprised at
how strong its growth has been
over the years.

What investing advice do you give
family members?

I always say buy market correc-
tions. And buy quality compa-
nies, not junk. I also ask them:
Are you investing or speculating?
Make sure you know the differ-
ence.

What's the best stock tip you've
given to a family member?

I told my brother to buy Apple in
2006 when it was trading around
US$3. He did.

Apple is currently trading around
US$160, after five splits, has he
thanked you?

He has taken me out for a num-
ber of dinners over the years.

Special to The Globe and Mail

This interview has been edited and
condensed.

How this former NHL player
found value in owning Microsoft

BRENDA BOUW

MY FIRST STOCK

ing is a former National

Hockey League player and a
Harvard University MBA gradu-
ate. Heis avice-president at Chen-
mark Capital, a financial holding
company in Portland, Maine.

S t. John’s native Colin Green-

FIRST STOCK: MICROSOFT CORP.

When I started making money at
the NHL level, around 2011, I felt
like I could start investing. A lot of
the inspiration for my investing
strategy came from former NHL
player-turned-financial-adviser

Kent Manderville - even before
he became my adviser, which he
is now. He was big into value
stocks and dividend growth be-
cause, as a professional athlete,
you have a few big earning years
and they’re early in your life,
which is backwards to most peo-
ple in more conventional jobs.

When | started making

money at the NHL level,

around 2011, | felt like |
could start investing.

COLIN GREENING
FORMER NHL PLAYER

So, for me, it was about build-
ing a portfolio of stocks that had a
good dividend yield and com-
pounded over several years.

I also bought other blue-chip
stocks at the time. I wasn’t look-
ing for penny stocks.

I still own Microsoft stock,
proudly.

HOW IT FELT AFTER MAKING
THAT FIRST PURCHASE

I had e-mail notifications and I
would check my portfolio every
day. As the years went on and I
had different priorities I didn’t do
that as much. I invested with the
intention of it being a long-term
play, but Ithink Iwas checking my
portfolio a lot in the beginning to
learn more about the ebbs and
flows of the stock market. Still, I
would say it’s not good for your

psyche to check your stocks every
day, especially if you're trying to
play the long game. In hockey we
used to say “let the play unfold” -
and so I eventually took that
mentality with my portfolio: Just
let it unfold as it is and then peri-
odically check in and make ad-
justments as needed.

HOW THAT FIRST STOCK SHAPED
YOUR INVESTING STYLE

Istill believe in my original thesis
of finding value stocks for my
portfolio. I do own growth stocks
such as Facebook [now called
Meta Platforms], Amazon.com
and [Google parent] Alphabet,
but the real crux of my portfolio is
still value and dividend-paying
names. 'm comfortable with
that, with reinvesting my divi-
dends into my portfolio and I am
aligned with the Warren Buffett
mentality of compounded
growth being the eighth wonder
of the world.

While I am not a big risk-taker
in the stock market - I don’t own
crypto, for example - my wife and
I have done some alternative in-
vesting in commercial real estate.
It was an area we learned a lot
about and felt it was more of the
kind of risk we’d be willing to
take. Thankfully, it has turned out
all right.

I worked too hard and made a
lot of sacrifices to put some mon-
ey away for my family, and so I'm
not risking that. My adviser Kent
gets that. He played [pro hockey]
too, and understands where I'm
coming from.

ADVICE FOR OTHERS
BUYING THEIR FIRST STOCK

Understand your risk profile; un-
derstand that whatever you in-
vest in you should be prepared to
potentially lose, especially if in a
risky sector. Also, understand
what you’re investing in, the in-
dustry and the business. In my
opinion, if you invest in some-
thing you understand - that’s
tried and true - and let it grow, I
think you’ll be happy down the
road.

Special to The Globe and Mail

This interview has been
edited and condensed.
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Managing money, emotions in relationships

‘Big difference between equal
and equitable’ when one
partner makes way more
than the other, expert says

ERICA ALINI

udgeting as a couple can be as

complicated as it is unromantic.

But when one partner makes

much more than the other or goes
from top earner to a laggard, managing
money and emotions becomes even trick-
ier, financial planners say.

So what’s the right way to do it? What’s
fair and what isn’t when you’re balancing
your relationship with vastly unequal dis-
posable incomes?

Ask a few couples how they do it, and
you’ll hear very different answers. You’ll
hear lots of advice, too, but it all comes
down to two common themes: transpar-
ency and autonomy.

In Ottawa, Nicole McRae and Sarah
Manns, both of whom are 38, keep all
their bank and investment accounts sep-
arate but try to split expenses proportion-
ally to their income.

Ms. McRae, a federal government policy
analyst whose income is nearly twice her
spouse’s, covers most of the bigger bills,
along with vehicle costs and most of the
groceries. Ms. Manns, who also works in
government, is responsible for some of
the utility bills, the couple’s streaming
subscriptions and the occasional online
grocery order or purchase from the farm-
er’s market, among other things.

And when Ms. Manns had cancer and
went on disability leave, which saw her
income drop by 30 per cent, Ms. McRae
made sure to pick up even more of the
tab.

In Guelph, Ont., Lia McAllister, 35, and
her husband, who is a chartered profes-
sional accountant, pool all of their money
into a single joint account from which
they pay for everything.

Ms. McAllister just landed a full-time
job after years working only part-time in
the evenings to avoid child-care costs for
the couple’s three children. Although her
husband was until recently earning more
than five times her income, she said she
never had to worry about who’d be paying
for what.

“Even though he was making signifi-
cantly more than me, we just viewed it as
our money,” she said.

In Victoria, Mohammed Asaduallah, 33,
has gone from outearning his partner to
seeing his income shrink to a fraction of
hers when he traded a career in tech for
the role of fintech-startup founder at Ben-
ji Technologies.

Mr. Asaduallah’s income has since in-
creased, now that his business is more es-
tablished, but he has yet to catch up to his
partner. Through it all, the couple, who’ve
been together for four years, have contin-
ued to split common expenses 50/50 and
see no reason to change that.

“There is no expectation that ‘now your
money is my money because I'm making
less, ” Mr. Asaduallah said.

Dividing expenses equally is one of the
wide variety of setups that Natasha Knox,
a certified financial planner and founder
of Alaphia Financial Wellness, has seen
couples choose on their own.

She has come across partners keeping
finances separate, blending them com-
pletely or settling for something in be-
tween. The problems - financially and
emotionally - tend to appear when what-
ever arrangement couples land on is
marked by a lack of transparency or agen-
cy.
“My rule of thumb is that separate
money is okay. Secret money - and that
includes debts - is not,” Ms. Knox said.

Some degree of autonomy is, usually,
another must-have in a functioning finan-
cial relationship, she added. One adult
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Ottawa couple Nicole McRae, left, and Sarah Manns keep all their bank and investment accounts separate but try to split expenses
proportionally to their income. ASHLEY FRASER/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

having to ask another adult for money is
“not a great dynamic,” she said.

“Both partners need to have some sort
of agency and autonomy irrespective of
whether they are contributing econom-
ically to the household,” she said.

Secrecy and overbearing behaviours of-
ten stem from fear or lack of trust, she
said. People, for example, may hide their
debts because they worry about being
judged. Partners may insist on controlling
the household financial outflows because
they’re worried about their significant
other’s financial habits.

That’s why it’s important to have a
frank conversation about finances before
moving in together or getting married,
Ms. Knox says.

Still, even couples who
talk about money don’t al-
ways know everything they
should be taking into con-
sideration.

Liz Schieck, a certified fi-
nancial planner at the New
School of Finance, says she’s
sat in on many meetings
that ended with partners re-

One of the biggest
traps people fall into
is they assume that
what is the most fair
thing is fo split

predicament piece together their full fi-
nancial picture, she says they are often
shocked to discover just how unequal
their disposable incomes are.

“They both realize that it makes no
sense, which is really wonderful,” she said.

And yet, some couples who share
household expenses in accordance to the
size of their respective incomes choose to
maintain the 50/50 split for one payment:
the mortgage. That’s the case, for exam-
ple, for Ms. McRae and Ms. Manns.

“I just felt strongly about ensuring that
I was contributing my half because it’s
such a large joint purchase,” Ms. Manns
said.

Ms. McRae said she also wants to keep
mortgage contributions 50/50 to establish
equal ownership of the
house, which the two pur-
chased together at a time
when their incomes were
similar.

“Ididn’t want Sarah to feel
like our home is potentially
more mine than hers,” she
said.

Usually, though, who pays

alizing “there’s a big differ- 50/50. the mortgage has little bear-
ence between equal and eq- LIZ SCHIECK ing on how assets are divid-
uitable.” CERTIFIED FINANCIAL ed for married couples in

“One of the biggest traps PLANNER case of marriage breakdown,

people fall into is they as-
sume that what is the most fair thing is to
split 50/50,” she said.

An equal division of expenses can be-
come an issue if the lower-earning partner
doesn’t have enough disposable income
left to reach their savings or debt-pay-
ment goals. Worse, it can even drive the
lower earner into debt, Ms. Schieck said.

For example, imagine a couple where
one person takes home $3,000 a month
after tax and the other $6,000. If they’re
paying $3,000 a month in rent, splitting it
equally, the lower-earner is shelling out
half of their net income in housing costs
and will be left with only $1,500 to pay for
everything else. Meanwhile, the higher-
earner will have $4,500 left over, or three
times as much.

Often in these scenarios, “a dynamic
starts to emerge where one person feels
that they’re good with money and the
other that they’re bad with money,” Ms.
Schieck said.

When Ms. Schieck helps clients in this

said Sanjana Bhatia, director
of tax and insurance planning at Sun Life.
“It makes no difference if spouses are
responsible for running the household,
earning the family income, or a blend of
both - each spouse’s contributions are
considered equal,” she said. “While it va-
ries from province to province, this senti-
ment is reflected throughout the division
of property legislation in each province.”
However, this isn’t always the case for
common-law couples, Ms. Bhatia cau-
tioned. In provinces that don’t have prop-
erty-division rights for unmarried cou-
ples, such as Ontario, PEI, New Brunswick
and Newfoundland and Labrador, proper-
ty is divided based on ownership. In other
words, whoever bought the property into
the relationship gets to keep it. If partners
bought the home together with joint title,
it will be divided equally, according to Ms.
Bhatia.
In provinces where provincial family
law legislation offers no protection to un-
married couples, “a common-law spouse

who is not on title and who makes signif-
icant contributions on the mortgage
should have a domestic contract to pro-
tect his or her mortgage contributions,”
Ms. Bhatia said via email.

In general, how assets are divided if
your relationship falls apart varies based
on which jurisdiction you live in, whether
you’re married or cohabiting and depend-
ing on whether you’ve drawn up a domes-
tic contract, Ms. Bhatia added.

Whether you want to keep accounts
separate or you're fully merging your
money, it’s a good idea to structure your
finances with an eye to the worst-case sce-
nario, said Ms. Schieck: What would hap-
pen if the relationship fell apart or one of
you died?

“We don’t want one person to have all
the savings and the other to be at risk or
be vulnerable if that relationship doesn’t
pan out forever,” she said.

Keeping at least one bank account and
a credit card to your name, along with en-
suring you have a credit score, will make it
easy to stand on your own two feet finan-
cially in case of a breakup or if your part-
ner passed away, Ms. Knox said.

That’s the approach personal finance
writer Alyssa Davies took. In Calgary, Ms.
Davies, 31, who blogs at Mixed Up Money,
said she and her husband have both
shared and individual accounts.

One the one hand, they contribute to
household expenses based on their in-
comes, with each of them sending their
share through an automatic transfer to a
joint account from which Ms. Davies pays
the bills and allocates the rest to various
shared savings goals.

On the other hand, they each also have
both an individual account from which
they can each spend independently as
well as a small personal emergency fund,
said Ms. Davies., who is the author of the
forthcoming book Financial First Aid:
Your Tool Kit for Life’s Money Emergen-
cies. The individual emergency funds,
which are in addition to a larger, shared
household rainy-day fund, each hold
about a month’s worth of expenses, she
said.

“If something happened, like he unex-
pectedly passed away, and for some rea-
son I couldn’t access something and I
needed money to cover a bill - that’s why
that’s there,” Ms. Davies said.

BMO has beaten expectations but now expectations are rising

DAVID
BERMAN

Jl oriNiON

INSIDE THE MARKET

from Canada’s banking sector

over the past year, Bank of
Montreal would be a contender -
raising the question of whether
BMO is emerging as the top bet in
the group.

From the day when the Big Six
banks began to roll out their fis-
cal first-quarter results on Feb. 24,
to the conclusion of the report-
ing season on March 3, BMO’s
shares gained 2.4 per cent.

While slightly behind Bank of
Nova Scotia’s 3.1 per cent gain
over this period, BMO easily out-
performed the peer average.

What’s more, BMO - Canada’s
fourth-largest bank, based on as-
sets — has outperformed all of its
peers over the past 52 weeks,
with a gain of 38 per cent or a
substantial 10 percentage points
above the average.

What is BMO doing right?

Part of the explanation relates
to the simple fact that the shares

If you had to pick out a winner

have looked cheap relative to the
bank’s estimated profits.

According to a year-old report
from RBC Dominion Securities,
BMO shares traded at 8.7 times
estimated 2022 earnings in Feb-
ruary, 2021. That was the lowest
price-to-earnings ratio among
the Big Six, and it suggested that
the shares were reflecting rela-
tively low expectations.

The shares remained the
cheapest in the group heading
into the latest quarterly reporting
season as well.

Using a similar report from
RBC from mid-February, BMO’s
shares had a price-to-earnings ra-
tio of 9.5, based on estimated
2023 earnings. That was the low-
est of the Big Six and well below
Toronto-Dominion Bank’s pre-
mium P/E of 11.6.

Low valuations might not be
attractive if a bank is reporting
lacklustre profit growth. But
BMO is no slouch: Its net
earnings for the first quarter,
ended Jan. 31, increased by 46 per
cent from the same quarter last
year.

Analysts often prefer to look at
adjusted figures that ignore un-
usual sources of profit. This gives
them a better sense of how a

bank is performing on a day-to-
day basis.

But even here, BMO shone in
the first quarter, owing partly to
strong trading revenue and com-
mercial lending growth in Cana-
da and the United States. After ig-
noring gains from the bank’s
hedging and the sale of its Eu-
ropean asset-management busi-
ness, its adjusted earnings in-
creased by 27 per cent over the
past year, beating all peers.

Clearly, BMO is
demonstrating to
investors that its stock
deserves a higher
valuation. What's less
clear is whether the
bank will continue its
winning streak.

What’s more, the adjusted
earnings result exceeded analy-
sts’ estimates by nearly 19 per
cent - just shy of National Bank
of Canada’s earnings “beat” but
well ahead of the other four big
banks.

BMO isn’t just succeeding with
profit growth, though. The bank

is also winning praise among
analysts for ratcheting up effi-
ciency by its keeping expenses in
check.

“BMO is the top-performing
Big Six bank over the past 12
months, in large part due to an
easy-to-appreciate ‘story’: effi-
ciency momentum,” Gabriel
Dechaine, an analyst at National
Bank of Canada, said in a re-
search note released just before
the start of the earnings season.

The bank’s efficiency ratio -
which compares operating costs
with revenue - declined to 53 per
cent in the first quarter, down
from 56 per cent in 2021 and 60
per cent in 2020. A low ratio is
better, because it means that rev-
enues are growing faster than ex-
penses.

Clearly, BMO is demonstrating
to investors that its stock de-
serves a higher valuation. What’s
less clear is whether the bank will
continue its winning streak.

Much depends on its deal to
expand its U.S. footprint with the
acquisition of San Francisco-
based Bank of the West, which
was announced in December. At
a purchase price of $17.1-billion,
it’s the biggest-ever U.S. acquisi-
tion by a Canadian bank.

But the deal is not expected to
close until later this year. That
leaves months of uncertainty
among investors, particularly
over how many new shares BMO
will issue to help finance the ac-
quisition - leading to potential
shareholder dilution, as profits
are spread out among more
shares.

Since BMO is performing well
and building up its capital re-
serves, analysts are sounding
more upbeat about the deal as
the threat of dilution subsides.

“While BMO is still projecting
that it will need to raise $2.7-bil-
lion in the open market, we in-
creasingly believe that this figure
is unlikely to get larger,” Meny
Grauman, an analyst at Bank of
Nova Scotia, said in a note.

New share issuance could
even be smaller, he added, if reg-
ulatory approval takes longer
than expected and BMO builds
up even more capital.

BMO has performed well amid
low expectations. The challenge
now: It has to keep up the mo-
mentum as expectations rise.

Full disclosure: The author owns
shares of BMO Equal Weight Banks
Index ETF.
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Top stock picks in ‘recession resistant” medical device sector

Demography ensures that an
aging population will need an
increasing amount of health
care, driving aggregate growth

SCOTT
BARLOW

ll oriNION

ith an investing backdrop of
military conflict and rampant
inflation pressures, both of
unknown duration, few sec-
tors provide as reliable revenue growth as
medical equipment and technology. The
health care sector is not completely with-
out risk, mostly competitive and regu-
latory, but developed world (and Chinese)

demography ensures that an aging pop-
ulation will require an increasing amount
of medical care, driving aggregate growth
for the sector.

Bank of America Securities analyst Tra-
vis Steed reinstated the firm’s coverage
this week with a bullish outlook and a
number of recommended stock picks. He
described the medical device sector as
“recession resistant [with] durable secu-
lar growers.”

Mr. Steed outlined major growth trends
in diabetes and atrial fibrillation treat-
ments, and also robotics and trans-
catheter aortic valve replacements (TAVR)
that are providing significant, double-di-
git annual revenue growth for relevant
providers. He also expects merger and ac-
quisition activity to accelerate, supporting
stock prices.

In demographic terms, we are entering
what BofA calls “an unprecedented trans-

formation.” The U.S. Census Bureau
projects that Americans over 65 will climb
from 2013’s 13 per cent of the population
to 21 per cent by 2040. Data are similar for
Canadian and European Union popula-
tions.

Mr. Steed, stating the obvious, wrote
“older people are typically the biggest cus-
tomers of medical devices” and noted that
while companies in the sector focus on
their market niches, the combined reve-
nue pie for all subsectors is set to climb.

The medical devices sector has under-
performed over the past two years as CO-
VID-19 treatment delayed elective surger-
ies and procedures. Since the beginning of
February, however, the S&P 500 Health
Care Equipment & Services Index has ap-
preciated 2.3 per cent, outdistancing the
S&P 500’s negative return by more than
seven percentage points.

BofA’s top large-cap picks in the med-

ical device sector are Abbott Laboratories,
Intuitive Surgical Inc., Medtronic Inc.,
Stryker Corp. (full disclosure: I own this
one personally), Boston Scientific Corp.
and Baxter International Inc.

For small and mid caps, it’s Axionics
Inc., Dexcom Inc., Outset Medical Inc.,
Shockwave Medical Inc., Inspire Medical
Systems Inc. and Insulet Corp.

Health care has been one of my two
favoured investment sectors, along with
cloud computing, for at least five years.
The revenue tailwind from demographics
and the constant innovation are too com-
pelling to ignore, in my opinion.

In addition to Stryker, I own positions
in laboratory chemical provider Avantor
Inc. and I bought Bristol Myers Squibb in
early 2000. I am significantly overweight
in the sector, but not concerned about it
at all. If anything, I have to stop myself
from buying more.
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WHAT THE CHARTS SAY BY MONICA RIZK WHO IS BUYING AND SELLING BY TED DIXON
First Quantum Minerals Ltd. (FM-TSX): Technical Analysis Whitecap Resources Inc. (WCP-TSX): Insider trading
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Bullish on First Quantum Minerals Ltd.
We initially recommended First Quantum
identified a breakout from a bullish Inverse

Minerals Ltd. on Nov. 21, 2020 ($17.55), and
Head-and-Shoulders pattern (solid lines). In

a subsequent report (April 24, 2021 - $26.89), we suggested a correction but higher long-

term targets. First Quantum (Friday’s close

$38.49) rose to a high of $35.07 in May, 2021,

for a 100-per-cent gain since our first report (A). Subsequently, the stock pulled back
temporarily below its 40-week Moving Average (40wMA) to $20.67 (B) and then quickly
returned and rallied above its Average to signal the resumption of the uptrend (C). There
is good support near $32-$33; only a sustained decline below + $30 would be negative.
Point & Figure measurements provide a target of $42. Higher targets are visible.

Monica Rizk is the senior Technical Analyst of Phases & Cycles Inc. (www.phases-cycles.com).

Chart source: www.decisionplus.com

Insiders buy as Whitecap Resources sets new highs

Our Energy Sector Indicator remains over 100 per cent, meaning there are more stocks
with key insider buying than there are with selling. That is remarkable because after the
recent rally in oil and stocks, we would expect to see more insider selling. Whitecap
Resources Inc. (Friday’s close $9.99) is one of the stocks in the sector that continues to
see insider buying even as it makes new 52-week highs. A director bought on Tuesday,
helping to push the total value of insider buying this year to more than $400,000.

Ted Dixon is CEO of INK Research, which provides insider news and knowledge to investors. Visit the FAQ

section at inkresearch.com. Securities referenced may

have appeared in recent reports distributed to INK

subscribers. INK staff may also hold a position in profiled securities.

Additional indexes appear from Tuesday to Friday and can also be found at
tgam.ca/markets. Tell the investment editor what you'd like o see as we expand
online tools at jcowan@globeandmail.com

DATA PROVIDED BY BARCHART, EXCEPT WHERE NOTED

WEEKLY CHANGES ON THIS PAGE ARE BASED ON A ROLLING FIVE DAYS OF ACTIVE TRADING. IN THE EVENT OF A
MARKET HOLIDAY DURING THE PAST WEEK, THIS CALCULATION WOULD INCLUDE THE PREVIOUS FRIDAY SESSION
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Simmonds set to suit up for 1,000th
NHL regular-season game Saturday,

writes Marty Klinkenberg
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Australian legend Warne, whose
‘Ball of the Century’ entered him
into folkore, dies in Thailand
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BEIJING PARALYMPICS

Canada’s Mollie Jepsen, seen in Pyeongchang in March, 2018, flourished late in the 2021 World Cup season, reaching the podium in nine successive
international races including two gold medals, one silver and three bronze. DAVE HOLLAND/CANADIAN PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE

Jepsen poised to bring home more
medals at second Paralympics

British Columbia para skier’s goal is to ‘keep pushing the boundaries of the sport’
in Beijing after four podium finishes at Pyeongchang Games in 2018

MARTY KLINKENBERG

orn with three fingers missing on her

left hand, Mollie Jepsen learned to ski

almost as soon as she could walk. She

was 2 the first time she joined her fam-
ily on the slopes near their home in British Co-
lumbia, and now at 22 - after years of setbacks,
challenges and hard work - appears poised to
win multiple medals at her second Paralym-
pics.

In 2018 at the Pyeongchang Games, she won
four medals, including a gold in the super
combined. Her first event in Beijing is the
downhill. She won a bronze in that event four
years ago.

“I found success in 2018 and that is the end
goal forme all of the time,” Jepsen says. “I have
provenIcan doit,and I am here to keep push-
ing the boundaries of the sport, and to push
myself and my teammates.”

Hers has not been an easy ascent. At 11, she

suffered a broken wrist. At 13 and 15, she tore
anterior-cruciate ligamentsin herleft knee. At
17, she fractured an ankle. At 18, only months
after she burst onto the scene in Pyeongchang,
she was diagnosed with Crohn’s disease and
was in and out of the hospital for six weeks.

It was a year before she could train again,
and by then she had lost weight and muscle
mass. In early 2020, she made a successful
comeback on the para World Cup circuit only
to have it shut down by COVID-19a month and
a half later.

“It was really tough from the moment the
pandemic started,” Jepsen says. “My team-
mates and I had just landed in Norway for the
world championships and were told to leave
after 72 hours. We went home and nothing
happened for months. We didn’t know what
was going on or how to train.”

The garage in her family’shome in Whistler,
B.C., was converted into a gym and she was
able to keep in shape under the supervision of
her strength and conditioning coach. But

there was little chance to ski.

“Going into last season, we didn’t go to Eu-
rope once,” Jepsen says. “The circuit went on
without us. We got the green light, the red
light, the green light and then the red light
again and never left Canadian soil.

“It makes it really tough to be confident
when you haven’t done your thing in a long
time.”

Called “Little Jep” by her teammates be-
cause sheis only 4 foot 8, Jepsen returned with
a flourish in late 2021, reaching the podium in
nine successive international races including
two gold medals, one silver and three bronze
on the World Cup circuit.

“Tam no longer a nobody out there,” Jepsen
says.

Along with skiing, she enjoyed gymnastics
and equestrian sports as she grew up. It wasn’t
until she watched the Paralympic skiers dur-
ing the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver that
she decided to follow that path.

JEPSEN, B24

Ovechkin and his hockey-playing countrymen will have to pick a side

CATHAL
KELLY

Jl oriNION

he hottest new trend in
T sports is the shameless flip-
flop. Everyone’s doing it.

We're not talking eventually
changing your mind and calling it
something else. We're talking say-
ing you’ll do one thing and then
hours later, begging forgiveness
and doing the total opposite.

FIFA started it. Its first thought
on punishing Russia was more
uniform nagging. Change the
country name again. Make its an-
them the SpongeBob SquarePants
theme song. Really give it to Rus-
sia this time.

That lasted less than a day. Af-
ter several countries said they
would no longer play Russia un-
der any circumstances, FIFA
tossed it out of international soc-
cer. No hearing. No appeal to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport.
Just disappeared from the family
photo.

The International Paralympic
Committee tried the same thing
and got the same result. One day

it was all about the Olympic char-
ter and being bound by legality.
The next day, Russia was out on
its ear.

Among the many things we'’re
getting used to right now, one is
rediscovering that a bunch of le-
gal guardrails are removed soon
after the guided missiles start fly-
ing.

With that in mind, the people
who control sports are not run-
ning the Ukraine file. They’re re-
acting to it. The early inclination
has been quick action. Do some-
thing, release a statement, any-
thing.

Then you wait to see how mon-
ey and labour respond to that ac-
tion. If either of them is unhappy,
you immediately reverse your-
self. The end result is a purge of
Russia, Russians and Russian in-
terests. This is no longer an ad-
ministrative process. It’s a series
of reflexes leading to one out-
come.

While the Premier League, For-
mula One and both major tennis
associations are in fits trying to
disentangle themselves from
their Russia connections, the
NHL has one advantage. It’s that
no one outside Canada cares that

much about the NHL.

You're not going to hear en-
raged Brits or Californians calling
on hockey to purge itself of Putin
collaborators.

But give it a little time. Xeno-
phobia is back in style. If events
keep on rolling in the same direc-
tion, everyone’s going to get their
turn.

You can't have it both
ways any more. Thanks
fo Russia, we have
re-entered the
Manichaean political
world we hoped we'd
left behind.

The NHL survived the first
wave by sticking Alexander
Ovechkin out in front quickly. He
negotiated a careful neither/nor
stance - neither condemning Pu-
tin nor embracing war. Most im-
portant, he did all this before
opinions had fully formed.

So every open-hearted observ-
er found something in Ovech-
kin’s comments to latch on to or
project onto him - he’s afraid for

his family back home; he says no
to war; he has Ukrainian friends.

Ovechkin’s Instagram avatar
continues to be a portrait of him-
self with Vladimir Putin. So who’s
the fool here? Ovechkin or every-
one who wants to cut him the
benefit of the doubt? It’s time to
stop making excuses for people
who wouldn’t do us the same fa-
vour.

The league followed up with a
statement. It lamented the war,
said it had stopped doing busi-
ness with Russia (though there
was hardly any business to begin
with) and had a bit tacked on the
end about how hard this is for
Russian players.

It was all the same neither-
nor’ism that has served the NHL
well through many crises: It’s
time for action, but let’s remem-
ber ...; Things must change, but
in the interim ... .

That would work if this was six
weeks ago. It won’t work now.

This isn’t the usual sporting
crisis. It doesn’t go away once
someone scores a hat trick or the
Leafs get blown out by a peewee
team. In this situation, calling at-
tention to yourself only makes it
worse.

Attention means questions.
Questions mean being asked
about the war. Next time, the
same shifty answer will not elicit
the same response. Opinions
have hardened now - Russia is
bad. Worse than bad, dangerous.
And not just to some distant peo-
ples. To us.

As soon as the word “nuclear
started getting tossed around,
this got real for average North
Americans in a way no conflict
has since the Cold War.

You can’t have it both ways any
more. Thanks to Russia, we have
re-entered the Manichaean politi-
cal world we hoped we’d left be-
hind. It’s with-us or against-us
time again.

That means that at some point
soon, Ovechkin and his hockey-
playing countrymen will have to
pickaside. Eventually, all the Rus-
sian NHLers who have not publi-
cly broken ties with the Russian
regime will have to go away.

Not all at once. This won’t be
the overnight purge that com-
mentators such as Dominik Ha-
sek have called for. Contracts and
relationships made inside organi-
zations still count for something.

KELLY, B16
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How another Gretzky assist helped
Canada return to Olympic glory

The management of Team Canada’s 2002 men’s team was up in the air before Bob Nicholson reached out to Wayne Gretzky.

And when the Great One came aboard, the path to the top of the podium was set, Tim Wharnsby writes

fter the semi-final loss in
ANagano, one of the many

suggestions Bobby Clarke
left in his debriefing session with
Hockey Canada president Bob Ni-
cholson was to involve Wayne
Gretzky in 2002.

“Gretzky was and has been ev-
erything you could ask for in a
hockey man,” Clarke said. “In my
opinion, he is the best player to
ever play the game. I know you
might say Bobby Orr was the best,
and I couldn’t argue that. In my
opinion, Gretzky was the best.

“But more than that, off the
ice, he was such an intelligent
hockey person. He knew what
players made up a winning team.
He was still the best player in the
game. It was a necessity to have
him involved in that team with
Nicholson. [Gretzky] was easily
the top hockey dog.”

A new agreement for NHL
players to compete in the 2002
Salt Lake City Olympics wasn’t
struck until the 2000 world
championships in St. Petersburg,
Russia, on May 10. Shortly after,
Nicholson made his first call to
Gretzky to see if he was interested
in any sort of role for the Cana-
dian team.

“You always have a list, but
Wayne was the first call I made,”
Nicholson said.

Gretzky’s swan-song NHL
game was on Sunday, April 18,
1999, 14 months after playing for
Canada in Nagano.

“Everyone thought it was huge
devastation in 1998, but that was
a heckuva hockey team,” Nichol-
son said. “We lost to a heckuva
goalie in a shootout.”

Could Gretzky push Canada
over the hump? Like Clarke, Ni-
cholson had a good feeling and
liked what he heard from the
Great One in the first phone call.

“Hey Wayne, would you liked
to be involved?” Nicholson asked.

“Bob, I'd love to be involved,
even if it’s to be the stick boy,”
Gretzky replied.

A few days later, Nicholson
flew to California to spend 48
hours discussing a lengthy list of
subject matter. What role was the
best fit for Gretzky? The good,
bad and ugly they experienced in
Nagano. What was Gretzky’s phi-
losophy in building a team for the
Olympics? What type of players
did he want? What kind of lead-
ership group did he want to con-
struct? Who were some of the
candidates for head coach? Who
would be candidates to supple-
ment the management team?
How big should the coaching
staff be? How many assistant
managers should be named?

“I was really impressed with
how much detail he had already
thought about,” Nicholson said.

Head coach obviously was an
important matter to work out. It
was a wide-open race. The last
several Stanley Cup-winning
head coaches were Canadian:
Larry Robinson, Ken Hitchcock,
Scott Bowman (twice), Marc
Crawford, Jacques Lemaire, and

Team Canada celebrates after winning men’s hockey gold at the 2002 Winter Games in Salt Lake City. After a disappointing result in the 1998 Games
in Nagano, Hockey Canada president Bob Nicholson reached out to Wayne Gretzky to help build the 2002 team. FRED LUM/THE GLOBE AND MAIL
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FOREWORD BY CHRIS PRONGER

Mike Keenan. Robinson was the
interim bench boss when he
steered the New Jersey Devils to
the 19992000 NHL champion-
ship, only a few months prior to
the Nicholson-Gretzky gathering.

Nicholson and Gretzky decid-
ed to each jot down their top-
three candidates on a piece of pa-
per. One name on Nicholson’s list
- but not on Gretzky’s — was Pat
Quinn.

Quinn and Nicholson knew
each other well. Nicholson often
used Quinn as a resource in vari-
ous Hockey Canada programs.

Gretzky never played for the
Big Irishman, as he was known.
But as a member of the Edmon-
ton Oilers, Los Angeles Kings, St.
Louis Blues and New York Rang-
ers, Gretzky had endured many

games against Quinn-coached
clubs in Philadelphia, Los An-
geles, Vancouver and Toronto.

One of Quinn’s best coaching
jobs was with the 1998-99 Maple
Leafs, also Gretzky’s final season
as a player. Quinn guided a team
with three young blueliners in
Bryan Berard, Tomas Kaberle and
Danny Markov all the way to the
East final.

There also was the summer of
1996, when Gretzky was an unre-
stricted free agent. Quinn and
Gretzky privately met in Seattle
and talked hockey and a contract
for 45 minutes. The two sides
failed to come to an agreement
when talks moved to the agent-
ownership stage, but Gretzky de-
parted with good vibrations
about Quinn. He liked that Quinn
had a simple system that encour-
aged an up-tempo skating and
puck movement game.

The possibility of Quinn
coaching Canada began trending
in Gretzky’s mind after a round of
golf with Nicholson and Gretzky’s
neighbour, former NHLer Russ
Courtnall. Briefly the two were
teammates on the New York
Rangers, and Courtnall was with
the Canucks when Vancouver al-
most signed Gretzky. The Great
One and Courtnall had homes on
the Jack Nicklaus signature Sher-
wood Country Club.

After the round, Nicholson,
Courtnall and Gretzky retired to
the men’s grill in the clubhouse
for lunch. The subject of head
coach was broached. Gretzky

showed Courtnall a list of four
names: Joel Quenneville, Jacques
Martin, Ken Hitchcock, and Pat
Quinn. Gretzky then asked Court-
nall for his opinion.

“That’s easy,” Courtnall re-
plied. “There’s only one - Pat
Quinn.”

Courtnall played for some rep-
utable coaches in Pat Burns in
Montreal, Bob Gainey in Dallas
and Larry Robinson in Los An-
geles. Quinn was the Canucks
general manager when he ac-
quired Courtnall from the Dallas
Stars in a trade in April, 1995 to
reunite him with his older broth-
er, Geoff.

Quinn only coached the
younger Courtnall for six games
at the end of the 1995-96 regular
season and six more in the play-
offs after Rick Ley was fired as the
Canucks bench boss late in the
year.

But Quinn made an impres-
sion on Russ Courtnall, not only
as a coach but as a general man-
ager. He also had the benefit of
his brother Geoff‘s thoughts. The
older Courtnall had played parts
of five seasons in Vancouver with
Quinn behind the bench.

“There were two hockey men
in my career that stood out way
above the others - Serge Savard
and Pat Quinn,” said Courtnall,
who played for the Montreal Can-
adiens when Savard was the GM.
“They treated men like men, not
boys.

“Pat never forgot what it was
like to be a player. He was fair and

honest and one of the guys. I told
Wayne that he was going to have
a bunch of superstars on his
team. Guys who were used to
playing on the first line, who were
going to have to play different
roles, maybe on the fourth line.
Those guys would listen to Pat.
He had a presence. He could get
upset. But he had everyone’s re-
spect.”

Nicholson liked the fact Quinn
was a players’ coach, a trait he felt
necessary in a short-term event
like the Olympics.

After two days together in sun-
ny Southern California, Nichol-
son returned home to Calgary. He
didn’t wait too long to offer Gretz-
ky the position of executive di-
rector of the 2002 Canadian
men’s Olympic hockey team. Ni-
cholson phoned him the next
day and Gretzky climbed aboard.
The Great One, however, was a
Green One when it came to man-
agement. He knew he needed a
trusted confidant.

“When I was asked, I was more
honoured and more than pleased
to do it,” Gretzky said. “The only
caveat I asked for was to pick Ke-
vin Lowe as my assistant because
we were on the same page when
it came to all things hockey and
what you need to put a team to-
gether.”

Excerpted with permission from
Gold: How Gretzky's Men Ended
Canada’s 50-Year Olympic Hockey
Drought, © Tim Wharnsby, Triumph
Books, 2022, 256 pages

Simmonds reflects on long-and-grinding journey to 1,000 NHL games

MARTY KLINKENBERG

t has been a long time, but

Wayne Simmonds remembers

his first game in the NHL. He
was only 19 and six months re-
moved from playing for the OHL’s
Soo Greyhounds when he made
his debut in 2008 with the Los An-
geles Kings.

“My first game was in San
Jose,” Simmonds said on Friday.
“I had a lot of butterflies in my
stomach and was pretty nervous
but it was a great experience.”

The Sharks lineup included fu-
ture Hall of Famers in Joe Thorn-
ton and Patrick Marleau.

“At that point, their team was
stacked,” Simmonds recalled.
“My eyes were definitely open
pretty wide.”

On Saturday Simmonds, who
grew up in Scarborough in the
eastern end of Toronto, will suit
up for the Maple Leafs against the
Vancouver Canucks in regular-
season game No. 1,000 of his NHL
career. His parents and close
friends will be in the audience at
Scotiabank Arena to celebrate
with him. There is no longer any
capacity limit so the rink will like-
ly be full.

“It has been a long journey but
I am definitely happy,” Sim-
monds said after practice at the

Leafs forward Wayne Simmonds, seen with the Minnesota Wild's Kirill
Kaprizov giving chase on Feb. 24, has accrued 521 points and 1,217
penalty minutes in his NHL career. CLAUS ANDERSEN/GETTY IMAGES

Ford Performance Centre in To-
ronto’s west end. “I don’t think I
ever really thought about playing
for 1,000 games. It was just one at
a time and a blessing to be in the
NHL.

“I took everything that came
my way and tried to make the
best of it and 14 years later here
we are at 1,000.”

Toronto is the sixth NHL team

for which he has played. Over the
years he has proved himself to be
a top scorer, has always been a
physical presence and among the
game’s best irritants. He has 521
points and has accrued 1,217 min-
utes in penalties.

“Itis an incredible accomplish-
ment for him to get to 1,000
games,” said Sheldon Keefe, the
Maple Leafs coach. “He has never

had an easy game. There are extra
demands on someone who plays
like he does. He is a passionate
guy, a vocal guy and very compet-
itive.

“He brings a lot of spirit to our
group and we are incredibly
proud of him.”

A right wing, Simmonds is in
his second season in Toronto and
has played in 52 of the Maple
Leafs’ 53 games. He enters Satur-
day with four goals and nine as-
sists and a team-leading 49 min-
utes in penalties. Michael Bunt-
ing has the next-most penalty
minutes with 36 but logs far more
playing time.

“It is just the way I approach
things,” Simmonds said. “I always
like to initiate rather than retal-
iate. I am usually the guy who
tries to get in the first punch and
that has done well for me for all
these years.”

Toronto, 35-14-4, is a close third
in the NHL’s Atlantic Division.
Tampa Bay and Florida are ahead
and have begun to juggle first and
second place on an almost night-
ly basis. Vancouver is 27-23-6 and
sixth in the Pacific Division but
19-8-4 since Bruce Boudreau re-
placed Travis Green as head
coach. The Canucks are 7-3 over
their past 10.

The Maple Leafs are coming off
abad 5-1loss to the Buffalo Sabres

on Wednesday and are 5-4-1 in
their past 10 outings. Saturday
will mark the first of three games
for them in four days. They play
on Monday in Columbus against
the Blue Jackets and are back
home on Tuesday for the Seattle
Kraken’s lone visit to Scotiabank
Arena.

“When you lose games, you are
looking for a response,” said Ja-
son Spezza, the 38-year-old cen-
tre. “You quickly turn the page
and move on. To lose the way we
did to Buffalo is frustrating for all
of us but it is also a reminder that
you can’t have a sloppy game.
Teams will make you pay.”

Simmonds has made oppo-
nents play since his earliest days
in the game. Keefe remembers
coaching against him 17 years ago
in the Central Junior A Hockey
League. One of his players, sever-
al years older than Simmonds,
picked a fight with him.

“It didn’t go very well for our
guy,” Keefe said.

There was a time long ago
when Simmonds considered by-
passing hockey for an education.

“The percentage of players in
minor hockey and the junior
ranks that make the NHL is very
low,” he said. “It was a tough deci-
sion.”

And for him, clearly the right
one.
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Kelly: NHL GMs will
soon face serious
scrutiny when bringing
in Russian players

FROM B14

But there is no world in which Russia is invading
Moldova and the two Russians on your roster
aren’t expected to talk about it. The last thing any
NHL team wants to see is its own logo on CNN or
Fox News alongside burnt corpses and flattened
apartment blocks.

The NHL version of the Russian clear-out will be
an attritional process. The first exits will be self-
selecting. Guys who don’t return after the summer
break. Guys who retire or move home to play
(though the cratering ruble is turning a KHL career
into charity work).

Then there will be the moderately talented guys
whose contracts expire and aren’t picked up. Why
hire a Russian when you can get a Swede who is
nearly as good, costs about the same and comes
with none of the baggage?

At a point in the very near future, GMs will have
to defend those choices.

Then there will be the flame-outs. Guys who
cannot help themselves but lash out. Ovechkin is a
prime candidate.

Clearly, via that Instagram page, he is itching for
some sort of confrontation. Sooner or later, he’ll
get it. Then it will become impossible for the Wash-
ington Capitals to keep him.

If very recent history is our guide, the legalities
of contracts will be a big problem and then, all of a
sudden, they won’t be a problem at all. Not when
the Capitals’ sponsors and Ovechkin’s fellow pros
turn on him.

Once a star of Ovechkin’s calibre is put through
this wringer, it’s open season on everyone else.

There is an ironic Marxist twist to all this - man-
agement has limited power over how this goes;
labour has a great deal.

Nothing about what happens next is certain. But
the more people feel that this “situation” - Ovech-
kin’s word for war - is threatening their own secu-
rity, the less they will be inclined to be reasonable
about it.

Eventually, the only Russians left will be the
ones who’ve very publicly crossed over the line to
our side. Even then, the taking of loyalty oaths
may not be enough to prevent the NHL from once
again becoming a “friends of democracy-only”
league.

Raptors get clarity on Anunoby’s health

The Toronto Raptors were out to
continue their domination over the
visiting Orlando Magic on Friday
night when they played their fourth
game in five nights.

The Magic had lost eight consec-
utive regular-season games to the
Raptors, last winning 113-98 at To-
ronto on Feb. 24, 2019. They had lost
28 of the past 33 overall to the Rap-
tors.

While the Raptors were losing 108-
106 to the visiting Detroit Pistons on
Thursday night, the Magic had the
day off after splitting home games
against the Indiana Pacers on

SPORTS IN BRIEF

Monday and Wednesday.

The Raptors were without OG
Anunoby (finger), Fred VanVleet
(knee) and Thaddeus Young (ill-
ness, not related to COVID-19).

They do have some clarity on
Anunoby.

After considering whether he
could play through a non-displaced
fracture in the ring finger of his right
hand, it has been decided to let the
injury fully heal before he returns to
the court.

That could take about two more
weeks.

Anunoby had played some games

with the injury before it was discov-
ered. Raptors coach Nick Nurse
indicated that it was an easy decision
to keep Anunoby on the sideline.

“I thought it was probably likely
once we got the X-ray and there was
a fracture in it, that it would proba-
bly need to be rested,” Nurse said.
“Just want to get him healthy and
not take any chances with it.”

REUTERS

For the game story of the Raptors taking on
the Magic go to globesports.com

HOVLAND WITH TWO-SHOT
LEAD AT BAY HILL

FOUR BRIER COMPETITORS
TEST POSITIVE FOR COVID-19

ORLANDO Viktor Hovland had the
lowest round of the day with a
six-under 66 and is off to another
great start at the Arnold Palmer
Invitational. He posted a nine-under
135. Rory Mcllroy was two behind
along with past Bay Hill winner
Tyrrell Hatton (68) and Talor Gooch
(68). The top Canadian is Taylor
Pendrith of Richmond Hill, Ont., at
one under. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HENDERSON TIED FOR
THIRD IN SINGAPORE

SINGAPORE Jin Young Ko moved
into a tie for the lead at the HSBC
Women’s World Championship on
Friday. Ko shot a five-under 67 and
was even with Amy Yang (67). They
had eight-under totals of 136 on the
Sentosa Golf Club’s Tanjong course.
Brooke Henderson of Smiths Falls,
Ont,, is tied for third after shooting
68s, two strokes behind.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LETHBRIDGE, ALTA. Four athletes set
to compete at the Tim Hortons Brier
have yet to make the trip to Leth-
bridge, Alta., after testing positive
for COVID-19 on their predeparture
PCR tests, Curling Canada said
Friday in a statement. Each compet-
itor plays on a different team, the
federation said. The round-robin
play was scheduled to begin Friday
night at the Enmax Centre.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

DUBREUIL TESTS POSITIVE FOR
COVID-19 AT WORLD SPEED
SKATING CHAMPIONSHIPS

HAMAR, NORWAY Canada’s Laurent
Dubreuil has tested positive for
COVID-19 at the world speed skating
championships, sinking his chance
at claiming the men’s sprint title.
Speed Skating Canada released a
statement from Dubreuil confirm-
ing the positive test shortly before
Friday’s races were set to begin.

Dubreuil sat first in the men’s over-
all sprint standings after Thursday’s
races.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

ALEXANDER AND HINTERMANN
WIN DOWNHILL RACE

KVITFJELL, NORWAY Canadian skier
Cameron Alexander shared victory
with Swiss rival Niels Hintermann in
amen’s World Cup downbhill Friday
after the pair upset the top conten-
ders for the season title. Alexander,
a late starter with bib No. 39,
matched Hintermann’s time of 1
minute 44.42 seconds.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MURRAY REUNITES WITH COACH
LENDL FOR THIRD STINT

Andy Murray has re-united with
former coach Ivan Lendl as the
three-time Grand Slam champion
continues to try and rediscover his
form after battling back from hip
surgeries. REUTERS
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DR. JAMES RAE ANDERSON

Jay passed away peacefully at home with his family February 21, 2022 at the
age of 101.

Born in Campbellford, Ontario to James Charles Anderson and Lela Claire
Stuart, he attended elementary and secondary schools there and graduated
in Medicine from the University of Toronto in 1943.

He served in World War Il as a regimental medical officer in the Royal Canadian
Army Medical Core attached to the 86th Bridge Company in Canada and in
Northwest Europe. Upon discharge in 1946, it was found that he had been
infected with pulmonary tuberculosis necessitating six months in various
sanitaria followed by six months limited activity. During the latter, his fiancée
Geertruida (Truus) Emsbroek arrived in Canada from the Netherlands, and
they were married in Campbellford in April 1947.

In 1948 he opened an office for general practice in his home town. However,
after four years of solo practice, his tuberculosis became active again and he
was admitted fo Sunnybrook Hospital in Toronto for treatment and recovery.
Seeking a branch of medicine in which he could have regular hours, he
returned to U of T for a year to get his Diploma in Public Health.

His first assignment was with the Simcoe County Health Unit working out
of Orillia for 8 years after which he became Medical Officer of Health at the
Peterborough Health Department for 4 years. In 1966 he shifted direction to
become the editor of the Canadian Medical Association Journal in Toronto
and then in Ottawa until 1975.

In 1996, Truus died. In 1997, Jay married Pearl Snyder and moved to Calgary.
After Pearl’s death in 2017, he moved back to Toronto to be near family. Jay
re-connected with a significant long-time friend which resulted in his move
to London to be with Dr. Katherine Turner. They spent 4 very happy years
together which was especially important during a time of COVID isolation.

Jay lived a remarkable life bookended by two global pandemics. He was
guided by his faith; his belief in the basic goodness of people; his dedication
to living a healthy life in mind, body and spirit; and, most memorably, he
was guided by the importance of finding meaning and humour in his day
to day life. Jay was a gentleman of the “old school” and was an exemplary
product of an educational system that stressed memorization. He could
draw with ease and perfect timing upon quotations from the Bible, from a
wide range of poetry, from Kahlil Gibran, from Robbie Burns and from the
person he had just met in the elevator to bring humour, insight and comfort
to any situation. Jay loved music from the 30s and ‘4os - especially the big
band or Swing era brought to life every Saturday on the TV by Lawrence
Welk. Humorous and meaningful conversation is perhaps what he valued
most. People mattered to Jay and their personal stories were always valued.
In this way, he was a great humanist.

Jay is survived by his sons David (Lesley), James (Martha deceased), lan
(Kate) and daughter, Audrey (Richard) and six grandchildren: Mieke (Zac),
Megan (Paul), Aaron (Meg), Casey, Mariah and Juliette and three great-
grandchildren: Logan, Lucas and Liam. He is also survived by his niece,
Mary K Anderson, great-nephew Asud (Caitlin) and great-great-nieces Norah
and Evelyn, nephew Jack Anderson (Shirley) and cousin Glenn Thompson
(Gloria). He is lovingly remembered by Medalit Quispe, Ann Irwin and his
Dutch nieces and nephews Frits Emsbroek (letje), Lex Emsbroek (Christiane),
Fieneke, Inge (Charles), and Berend Jan Garssen (Wies). In addition to his
parents, Jay was predeceased by his brothers Dr. Ernest Anderson (Ruth)
and Stuart Anderson (Helen); his nieces and nephews Laura Lee, Bill
Anderson, Bob Anderson, Margot Emsbroek, Herman Emsbroek, Piet-Hein
Emsbroek; and his Dutch in-laws Bart and Enny Emsbroek, Gerda and Jan
Garssen, Henk and Gu Emsbroek.

Jay will be remembered by his many friends at Knox Presbyterian Church
in Oftawa, Centre Street Church in Calgary and by his adopted Snyder and
Turner extended families. Jay wanted to be - and will be - remembered as a
loving person who was fun to be with and made others feel special.

In Jay’s memory, please extend an act of kindness to those around you.

Share a memory or send a message of condolence for Jay's family at
www.turnerfamilyfuneralhome.ca

DEATHS

JANET MARGARET

EVELYN BANTING

ARMSTRONG February 11, 2022
(née Williams)
1936 - 2022 Evelyn (Lyn) Banting died

peacefully at her Centennial Place

MARGARET ELIZABETH
ANDERSON

“Beth”

It is with great sadness we share
the death of Margaret Elizabeth
“Beth” Anderson in the early
hours of Sunday, February 13, 2022
in her 100th year. Predeceased by
her loving husband Dave, forever
missed by her daughter Susan,
her son Scott (Marian) and sister
Geraldine Mayes. Predeceased
by her parents Wells and Ethel
McDonald, and brother James
McDonald. Fondly remembered
by her nieces and nephews.

Born and raised in King City;
and after a year teaching school,
Beth attended the University of
Toronto and graduated as an
Occupational Therapist. She met
Dave while working a summer job
at Windermere House in Muskoka
and married as soon as he
returned from WWIL. In 1954 they
moved to 2 acres near King, where
together they designed and built
their family home using Dave's
engineering skills and Beth's eye
for design and colour. Beth was an
accomplished craffswoman and a
life-long member of Kingcrafts
Guild. She enjoyed sewing,
knitting and detailed leatherwork,
but especially her weaving craft,
in which her colour choice skills
were especially apparent. Loving
the outdoors and being an avid
bird watcher, she was our family’s
resident expert.

In her professional career, she
was an occupational therapist on
psychiatric wards at York Finch
Hospital and Newmarket Hospital
(now Southlake Hospital). Her
empathy for her patients was
clearly demonstrated in that some
still kept in touch with her even
after she retired.

She lived near King City and then
Aurora for most of her life but
her real love was her cottage at
Kennisis Lake where she pursued
her passion for swimming, sailing,
bird watching and most of all
entertaining her family and friends.
Beth always insisted that everyone
had to enjoy the lake but also take
their turn doing the dishes! The
cotftage is located 42 steps above
the lake, and Beth still got in the
lake for a swim at the age of 98.

Many thanks to the Staff at Chartwell
Hollandview — Trail  Retirement
Community and particularly her
medical staff on the assisted living
floor this past year.

Cremation has already faken place
and interment at King City Cemetery
will take place at a later date.

If so desired and in lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to a charity
of your choice.
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Painlessly and comfortably, in
her 86th year at Georgetown,
Ontario, on March 2, 2022.

Janet leaves behind her son Don
Armstrong (Sue), her daughter
Susan (Archer), her beloved
grandchildren Lindsay Armstrong,
Jamie Archer, and Alexandra
Archer, her sister Elizabeth Wilson
(Bill), and her nephew Scott
MacAndrew. Janet was the loving
daughter of the late Edwin and
Kitty Williams (Baker).

Janet began her successful career
with Air Canada in 1957 as a part
time ticket agent, and rose to
become one of the company’s
first female executives as its
Reservations Manager and
Corporate Sales Manager, while
simultaneously  completing a
BCom at University of Toronto.

Janet traveled to almost every
corner of the world with her
children in tow, but always
had a love for Barbados, where
"Hurricane Janet” as she was
known for her laugh, also leaves
behind many great friends.

In 1990 Janet followed in her
father’s footsteps and embarked
upon what would become a
30 year second career in Real
Estate, during which time she
also represented Auto Europe as
a sales agent.

Sincere thanks to the residents
of Brynhurst Court, who were
like family to Janet for over 30
years, to her colleague Heather
Fuller, and to the staff at GBGH
and Amica.

A celebration of life will be held at
a later date when conditions are
more favourable.

The family asks for friends to
consider donating in Janet's
memory to the Red Cross
Humanitarian Fund for Ukraine.

Sign up for Globe Newsletters at
tgam.ca/newsletters

home in Millbrook, Ontario, at
the age of ninety-eight years,
following a long struggle with
Alzheimer's disease. She was
predeceased by her husband,
Elmer Thomas Banting and her
brother, John F. Rhind. She is
mourned by the Banting family,
including Keith and Marilyn,
Gerald and Ruth, Gregory and
Dawn, Roger and Michelle, along
with eight grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Evelyn was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland, the proud daughter
and granddaughter of the Rhind
family of sculptors. She met and
married the dashing RCAF pilot
Elmer Banting and joined him
in Canada after the war. They
eventually settled in Bowmanville
and later in Ottawa where Elmer
held a position as Executive Vice
President of the Canadian Food
Processors Association and the
Canadian Frozen Food Institute.

Lyn and Elmer were enthusiastic
supporters  of  Trinity  United
Church in Bowmanville and
Woodroffe United in Ottawa.
She loved singing in the choir
for both congregations. Lyn was
an active volunteer in support
of the Offawa Handicapped
Association. She also appreciated
time spent at the family cottage
on the Ottawa River, and any
opportunity to share in the lives
of her grandchildren.

Family members are grafeful
for the love and professional
care afforded her by the staff of
Seasons Clarington Retfirement
home, Centennial Place in
Millbrook, and the Bowmanville
Hospital. For those wishing to
make a donation, the family would
be grateful for any support of the
Durham chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association or the Bowmanville
Hospital Foundation.

Cremation has taken place and
a Celebration of Lyn's life will
be held in the spring. Online
condolences may be made at:

www.northcutelliott.com.

RONALD BIRON
1940 - 2022

It is with great sadness that we
inform you of the passing of
Ronald Biron. Ronald passed
away on February 13, 2022, at the
age of 81. Son of Gaudias Biron
and Robéa Boucher, he grew up
on the family farm in St. Agapit,
Quebec, with his 1 siblings. His
strong entrepreneurship  skills
led to various successful careers:
insurance broker, business
owner, first individual member
of the Montreal Stock Exchange,
and more recently rubber factory
owner and manager.

Ronald loved his family. Most will
remember him as an intelligent
man who enjoyed a good joke
and a friendly game of cards.

He leaves in mourning his
common law spouse, Louise
Gagné; his daughter, Chantal;
sons, Ghislain and Maxime; his
grandchildren, Mikko, Mia, and
Alexis; as well as siblings, nieces,
nephews, and countless friends.

The  family — will  receive
condolences in Longueuil and in
St. Agapit: on Friday, March 18,
2022 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Maison Darche Funeral Complex
(505 Curé-Poirier Blvd., Longueuil),
and on Safurday, March 19,
2022, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. af
the Complexe des seigneuries
(1080 Bergeron Ave., St. Agapit).
A funeral service will follow at
1:30 p.m., on March 19, 2022, at
the St. Agapit Church (154 rue
Principale, St. Agapit).
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MARGARET DOROTHY BREMNER

Margaret Dorothy Bremner, born June 6, 1923, in her 9gth year, passed away
peacefully at home in Toronto on Friday, February 25, 2022.

Dorothy was predeceased by her parents, James Philip Bremner and Helen
Brown MacNaught Bremner, both from Miramachi (Chatham), NB and her
sister, Dr Marjorie Christine Moore (1925 - 2016). Loving aunt of Christine
Moore, Nancy Moore and Carolyn Moore (Dr Calum Turvey), great-aunt
of Robert Turvey (Kira Brennan), Greig Turvey, Alexander Turvey and
Gillian Turvey, and great-great-aunt of Kane Austin Turvey. Cousin of Doris
Manderville and Margaret Allen.

Dorothy was born and raised in Fredericton, New Brunswick and attended
Normal School, the teachers’ college of the fime, and taught for a year in a
one room schoolhouse with children aged 5 to 16. Her childhood consisted
of family, school, friends, Saint Andrew's Church, CGIT, and enjoying nature.
She maintained lifelong friendships with many of her childhood friends from
Fredericton and always considered the Maritimes her home, visiting family
down east often.

When her father's Department of Agriculture job moved to Toronto, so did
the family. Rather than completing grade 13 in Ontario, in a chance encounter
with a visit to a farm for her father's work, she heard a discussion of the
farmer’s daughter’s decision to pursue nursing. This piqued Dorothy's
interest in a nursing career. Dorothy had a desire to contribute to the WWII
effort. She recalled celebrating her 21st birthday working on a hospital ward
when news of the D-Day invasion of Europe came to Toronto.

Dorothy entered Women's College Hospital nurses training programme
and lived in the nurses’ residence, Burton Hall, across the street from the
hospital. Despite the intensity of the programme, Dorothy thrived. Lifelong
friendships among classmates were formed there.

Upon graduation, a patient of Dorothy's, Mrs Huestis, chair of the Women's
College Hospital board, was surprised that Dorothy was not a scholarship
recipient and was so impressed with Dorothy's care that she created and
funded a scholarship (Use of Technology) with Dorothy as the recipient. It
enabled Dorothy to attend the University of Toronto for a year following
nursing training, faking advanced science classes.

Following U of T, Dorothy returned to Women's College Hospital and taught
nursing for decades, enjoying her students and reveling in their successes.
Many kept in touch for decades and Dorothy was always delighted to see
them at the annual reunion dinner.

When Women's College Hospital required that Dorothy have a university
degree to continue to teach nursing, she made the decision to change
careers and earned a BA degree in sociology from Atkinson College, York
University while working as the nurse at Glendon College.

She loved her time at Glendon serving students, faculty and administration.
She particularly enjoyed meeting foreign students, offering them unparalleled
emotional support with some keeping in touch for years. Dorothy felt so
strongly about helping students that at one point she personally sponsored
a student from China. Working with Dr. Randy Johnson was a pleasure and
Dorothy and Dr. Johnson became true friends.

In the 1970s, Dorothy diagnosed malaria in a foreign student on a weekend in
the Glendon campus health service and knowing she needed to act quickly,
Dorothy embarked on the quickest path for treatment: she asked her sister
to examine him, then Dorothy inquired, with a doctor who volunteered at
the Homestead who had just returned from work in Africa, what the correct
drug and dosage were fo treat malaria. Dorothy's sister wrote out the
prescription, freatment began and the student recovered.

Dorothy was a world traveler. She loved Europe and the Middle East and
traveled to New Zealand to discover family connections there. She made
friends every time she took a guided tour to a new destination. Dorothy
retired at 65 and within the first few years took two world trips. She contfinued
to travel and her last trip in her early 8os was to Newfoundland where she
traveled with friends and was also the travel group’s nurse, organized by her
good friend, Harolyn Panetta.

Dorothy was a member of Bloor Street United Church for 8o years and was
nourished by the scripture, fellowship, inclusiveness and outreach of Bloor
Street. Dorothy served on various committees and was an elder.

Dorothy volunteered for years at The Salvation Army's Homestead, a house
formerly on Bernard Avenue in downtown Toronto, which housed women
in their journey to recovery.

Well into her early gos, Dorothy was an active member of the University
Women's Club, Toronto chapter of the Canadian Federation of University
Women (CFUW), enjoying many aspects of the club’s activities, especially
the book clubs.

Dorothy had a remarkable memory and remembered names and dates
as well as many details from her childhood, parts of sermons (from Dr.
Pidgeon's and Dr. Howse's eras) and passages from her university fextbooks.

Dorothy was devoted to her family, particularly her three nieces. When
her brother-in-law, Dr. Robert Moore, died suddenly a few weeks before
Christmas in 1963, she moved to her sister’s house to help to care for her
young nieces.

Dorothy shared her passions for gardening, travel, learning about different
cultures, cooking, sewing and genealogy with all who showed interest.
Dorothy’s garden was a floral showpiece and included trees brought as
saplings from New Brunswick.

Dorothy particularly loved Caravan, a Toronto cultural open house in
the 1970s.

For many years Dorothy crafted handmade sock dolls to sell at UWC events
and donated all the profits to charity.

All who met Dorothy were struck by her quick wit, kindness, generosity,
optimism and selflessness.

Dorothy’s wish to remain in her own home was fulfilled. Her high quality of
life in her last years was because of the extraordinary loving care provided
by Alva Ancheta, Connie McCutcheon and other members of their family
who embraced Dorothy as part of their family. We will be forever grateful for
their love and support.

Donations may be made to Dorothy's church, Bloor St. United Church, or
to one of the many charities whose work she supported including Diabetes
Canada and Sleeping Children Around the World.

We miss you Auntie Dorothy. We will always be grateful for your love,
support, and kindness.

A private graveside service for Dorothy will be held Saturday, March 5, 2022
at 2:00 p.m. at Highland Memory Gardens Cemetery, 33 Memory Gardens
Lane, Toronto.

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared at
www.kanejerrettnorthyork.ca for the Bremner family.
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ISABEL EVELYN
ANNE BURNES

(née Currie-Mills)
1926 - 2022

Born at home in Yarm, Quebec
to Rev. Ivor and Isabella Currie-
Mills. Died peacefully in Toronto
on March 1, 2022 surrounded by
loving family.

Predeceased by siblings Elaine,
Russell, Edith, Cathy and Jack.
Survived by sister-in-law Jean,
children Jane, John (Mary Ann
Badali), beloved grandchildren
Laura (Ryan) and JD, and many
nieces and nephews.

A proud graduate of Royal
Victoria Hospital, Montreal (RN);
UBC (public health); and Glendon
College (BA). She started working
in a bank at age 15, taught school
at 16, and then her nursing
career took her across Canada,
including the original Hospital for
Sick Children, establishing Trent
University’s first public health
office, participating in Vancouver's
"Operation Doorstep” to combat
TB, and occupational health in
department stores and factories.
Volunteering included Red Cross,
Peterborough Art Gallery, Boy
Scouts and church camps.

Fiercely independent, Isabel lived
in her own home in Peterborough,
driving her own car until age 9o.

Up to date on current affairs until
the end, Isabel remained stylish,
travelled widely, read avidly,
never forgot family birthdays,
rarely was on time for church,
and was always the first to have a
weather report.

She encouraged her children and
grandchildren in their academic
endeavours and instilled in them
the importance of loyalty, justice
and making a good cup of tea.

For such compassionate care we
thank the entire team at Amica
Balmoral Club (led by Monica
Byrne and Marlene Dixon) and
especially dear KC. THANK YOU
to Dr. Deb Selby and the Palliative
Care Team at Sunnybrook Health
Sciences Centre and Drs. Poon
and Bonares.

Details for a memorial “tea” will
be forthcoming. Markers will
be placed at Kilgour/Alexander
plot, Little Lake Cemetery
Peterborough, and at Argue/
Currie-Mills plot, Yarm Quebec.

In memory of our mother, please
support charities of your choice.

“The Lord is my Shepherd;
I shall not want."

PAULINE
ELIZABETH BURTON

Pauline Elizabeth Burton (née
Francey) was born in Glasgow,
Scotland  on  November 1,
1937. As the youngest of nine
children,  Pauline  developed
a "determination to succeed”
attitude which served her well
throughout life.

Trained in classical ballet at a
young age, Pauline, as a young
bride, moved to Marathon,
Ontario where she established a
successful ballet school. Although
she eventually moved on to
other places and developed other
interests, her passion for “the
dance” remained throughout
her life. Gardening came a close
second, and for 10 happy years
she created a beautiful prize-
winning garden from tired old
pastureland. She shared her
gardening knowledge with her
family and friends and had the
annual tfrepidation and thrill of
exhibiting produce at the Picton
County Fair.

Pauline volunteered for 15 years
in the Human History department
at the Royal British Columbia
Museum. She enjoyed this work
immensely and often said "I
would have happily paid them to
let me work there.”

At the age of 8o, new husband
Jim invited her to spend
winters in Thailand, summers in
Ontario and to share a home in
Sidney. Thailand was a new and
fascinating travel experience.

The “determination to succeed”
made for a happy life.

Pauline died peacefully at home
on March 3, 2022, with close
friends and family by her side.

Pauline is survived by her dear
husband, James (Jim) George
Biggs; her last remaining sibling,
Edwin Francey, and his beloved
wife, Brenda. Pauline is also
survived by an outfstanding
family of wonderful children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren by her marriages
to John S. Burton (deceased) and
Jim Biggs.

No flowers please.

In memory, donations may be
made fo Victoria Hospice Society,
1952 Bay St., Victoria, B.C. V8R 1J8.

IN MEMORIAM

DOROTHY EVELYN PEARSON
(née Speers)
1925-2020

Memorial service March 26,
2022, 11 a.m. at St. James
Cathedral, 65 Church St.,
Toronto.

In Memoriam

ANTHONY VRCKOVNIK

January 7, 1931 - March 6, 2010

Forever loved and remembered

FUNERAL SERVICES
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Est’d. 1879

BARNES, Eileen Helen (nee Bowler)

Private Arrangements.

BRAYSHAW, Catherine (Kit) Joyce

Service Thursday 1p.m.

CHURCHILL, Mavis May

Gathering Sunday 13 p.m.
Formalities at 1:30.

CORMACK, Margaret Joan
Mass Tuesday 10 a.m.
Holy Rosary Church

GEORGE, Phillip

Celebration of His Life at a later date.

HEATH, Dr. E. Sheldon

Private Arrangements.

KELLER, Ann Elizabeth

Family service was held.

MARS, Patrick James
Service Saturday April gth 1a.m.

SHEA, Michael

Funeral mass was held.

VALCOURT, Marie Claire

Private Arrangements.

S tumphrey Jimeral Home
AT Niles-Newbisging Chapel

www.humphreymiles.com

MARY LYNN CASSADAY

(née BEDARD)
September 9, 1953
March 2, 2022

Amazing mother. Amazing wife.
Mary has passed away after a
long struggle with dementia. She
leaves behind her husband John
and their three children, Jesse
and his wife Robin (née McCabe)
and their two children Lauren
and Jake; Kate and her husband
Michael Annecchini and their two
children Leah and Emma; Jake and
his wife Amy (née Sisam) and their
two children Max and Robbie.

Mary is also survived by her
brother Gary, cousins in Windsor,
and many dear friends. Mary
was born in Windsor to Burns
and Vida Bedard. She grew up in
Burlington, Ontario and attended
Nelson High School, where she
met her husband John. She
graduated from York University.
Mary adored her Welsh Springer
Spaniels Briggs, Hunter, Miller and
Fergus. They were constantly af
her side. She loved her gardens.
She loved to travel, walk and run,
and was a heck of a good tennis
and ping pong player. Mary hardly
ever missed a Raptor game, either
at the ACC/Scotiabank Arena, or
cuddled up under her Raptors
blanket at home. She served on
the Board of The Shaw Festival
and Kids Help Phone where she
was a very effective leader and
fundraiser. Mary identified the
need for a Women's Health Centre
at St. Michael's Hospital, and with
the support of a team of women
volunteers, she was successful in
raising over $5M to build it.

She was a fabulous cook and a
wonderful host, but above all else,
she excelled in her role as a mom.
She was always present with her
children, offering an unwavering
love and kindness to Jesse, Kate
and Jake, their friends, and spouses.

In her final years, Mary was cared
for by two very special women,
Maria and Frances. They gave her
their love and their excellent care
and were by Mary's side, along
with the family when it mattered
most. The family cannot thank
them enough. In lieu of flowers,
a donation to St Michael's
Hospital Foundation, designating
the gift to The Mary Cassaday
Women's Health Centre would be
appreciated. A private ceremony
will be held at a later date.
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BENJAMIN'’S

PARK MEMORIAL CHAFEL

FRIDAY

BULKIN, Les - 1:00 Pardes Shalom Cemetery.

SUNDAY

SAUNDERS, Bob - 12:00 Chapel.
SERNAKER, Ken -

2:00 Mount Sinai Memorial Park.
FISHER, Jerry - 2:00 Chapel.
MILLMAN, Jeff -

2:30 Pardes Chaim Cemetery.

MONDAY

COHEN, Laurence Michael - 12:00 Chapel.
SOKOLOFF, Anita -
2:00 Mount Sinai Memorial Park.

SHIVA

BULKIN, Les - 21 Green Bush Crescent,
Thornhill, Ontario

2401 Steeles Ave. W.  416-663-9060
All service details are available
on our website
DONATIONS ONLINE
www.benjamins.ca
BENJAMIN'S LANDMARK MONUMENTS
YAD VASHEM AT LANDMARK

3429 Bathurst St. (416) 780-0635

Report on

Business

TO SUBSCRIBE 1-866-999-9237 | TGAM.CA/SUBSCRIBE

N 416-487-4523 /7

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

HEBREW

BASIC

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

FRIDAY

COHEN, Morton -
11:00 Mount Sinai Memorial Park.
SOIFER, Esther - n:0o Family Service.

SUNDAY

FOREHT, Kenneth Paul -
1:00 Pardes Chaim Cemetery.

SHIVA

COHEN, Morton -
1602 Abaco Drive, Unit Jg, Coconut Creek,
Florida, USA.

3429 Bathurst Street 416-780-0596

MAVIS MAY CHURCHILL

Known as ‘Queenie’ by her fellow
residents and ‘Mumzi’ to her
children, Mavis (formerly Donlon/
née Churchill) went gently into
that good night on March 3,
2022 at the age of 94. Despite
the COVID isolations endured
by her retirement home these
past few years, she never lost
her Churchillian spirit. “Darling,”
she would say, “I survived the
Blitz of London. This is just
bloody inconvenient.”

Born in 1927, Mavis was raised
from the age of four in a British
school for homeless and destitute
children, but she overcame her
challenging childhood to live an
extraordinary life. She left school
at 14, adept in the domestic arts
and with an enduring appreciation
for classical music, art and ballet.
Unable to join the proper army
(flat feet) she served in the NAAFI
(Navy, Army, and Air Force
Institute), and had her first kiss
under the ‘Bloody Tower," but
decided she had to escape the
London ‘pea-soupers’ to create
new opportunities for her family
in Canada - for which her children,
John, Denise, Paul and Peter are
the beneficiaries - and she's button
busting proud of every one.

Mavis was a champion of the
underdog and a counsellor to
those who needed an ear (“The
world is your oyster, my dear!”).
She was a dog indulger (most
recently fo two rescued cairn
terriers, Beckie 1 then Beckie 2),
a neighbourhood watcher, part
time brick layer, medicinal brandy
devotee and former tfearoom
operator.  “They come from
miles around for my tiddies,”
she would say ('tiddy oggies’
being a Cornish pastry).

Mavis was mad for Christmas,
could approximate elegance on
a shoestring and loved a bawdy
joke and a cheeky limerick
(especially if she featured in the
rhyme). She maintained that she
wanted fo be ‘an eccentric' in her
old age so that she could shake
her brolly and tell rude people off
with impunity - a falent in which
she overachieved.

One of the advantages of
knowing your end date is being
able to acknowledge those
who've enriched your life, and
so mum would like o remember
her brother, Dennis, for his love
and his service in the war; and
thank her cherished friend, Carol
Manners; and also Mei Cheong,
for everlasting kindness; Moira
Hoogevene for her wise way
with words; Adele Koehnke for
her artistry; Sheila Hale for being
the best neighbour ever, and
her gentlemen friends for their
camaraderie (“No sex please, I'm
British”). To her treasured nieces,
Viv, Jayne and Susan, and her
many dear friends and extended
family (especially who made
her laugh or encouraged her to
stand on her head), you know
how precious you are. Mavis is
deeply grateful for the kindness
of Dr. Jean Marmoreo, Dr. Jamie
Meuser and the caring staff at
Revera Leaside.

Mavis was predeceased by
her husband, Ron Donlon. To
her beloved children, John
(Pam) Donlon, Denise (Murray
McLauchlan) Donlon, Paul Donlon
and Peter Donlon; her children’s
children, Blaine, Tyler, Ryan,
Sarah, Duncan, Connie, Daniel,
Matthew and Tara; and to her
greats, Braxton and Eleanor,
she says “Chin up darlings and
behave. That's an order! (I'll be
watching and cheering you on).”

A gathering for fully vaxxed and
masked family and close friends
will be held on Sunday, March 6,
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. (formalities
at 1:30) at the Humphrey Funeral
Home A.W. Miles - Newbigging
Chapel, 1403 Bayview Avenue
(south of Davisville). Condolences
may be forwarded through
www.humphreymiles.com. In lieu
of flowers, Mavis asks that you
do a kindness for someone who
needs it and/or donate to War
Child Canada if you're able. Hug
your dear ones.

SHumphrey Jimeral Home
AN les-Newbigging Chapel
416-487-4523

MICHAEL
LAURENCE COHEN

It is with deep sadness that we
announce the passing of Laurence
Michael Cohen on March 2, 2022
at the age of 58. Laurence passed
away peacefully at Princess
Margaret Hospital in Toronto
after a brave fight with cancer.
He is survived by his loving and
devoted wife, Tina Cohen and
his four children, Kenneth, Sara,
Elias and Sebastian. Beloved son
of Hilary Kettner and predeceased
by his father, Kenneth Cohen.
Loving brother of Nadine Marks
(Larry), Akiva Cohen (Susan), and
Jillian Kohler (Stefan). Dear uncle
of Yishai Cohen, Elad Cohen,
Kerri Marks, Shannon Marks, Enid
Kohler, Holly Kohler, Christopher
Bedford, Angelique Bedford, Julia
Bedford, Michael Dessaver and
Christina Dessauer.

Born in South Africa, Larry came
to Canada with his family in 1964.
Larry was always passionate
about hockey, whether it was
cheering on his children at the
rink, driving to away games, or
cheering on the Leafs. We have
many memories with him at
hockey games, and will cherish
those moments forever. He was
a well respected criminal lawyer
and loved what he did.

He was the most supportive and
loving husband of Tina and father
to his four children. His sense of
humour, storytelling and charisma
always lit up the room. Anyone
who knew him would describe
him as the most selfless and caring
person who made everyone
feel welcome and loved. Larry's
bravery to always put his family
ahead of himself embodies the
man he was, even during these
tragic last few months. He will
be deeply missed by the many
members of his family and friends
and all the lives he touched and
made better by being in them.
A funeral service will be held on
Monday, March 7, 2022 at 12:00
p.m. at Benjamin's Park Memorial
Chapel in Larry's  memory.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Laurence Michael Cohen
Memorial Fund ¢/o the Benjamin
Foundation,  416780-0324  or
benjaminsparkmemorialchapel.ca

M Sports
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MARGARET
JOAN CORMACK

(née DIMMA)

Joan passed away peacefully in
her g92nd year on March 2, 2022
after a long battle with dementia.
Beloved wife of the late George
Cormack. Loving mother of the late
Michael, Catherine (Don) and the
late Mary. Loving sister of William
Dimma (Louise). Caring aunt to
her many nieces and nephews.

Joan  spent  many  vyears
volunteering at St. Michael's
Hospital chatting with patients
while navigating the gift cart
of sundries, candy and reading
materials. She also dedicated
her time to Blessed Sacrament
Church and contributed her love
of flowers to beautify the church
for liturgies. Joanie continued
her volunteer work by organizing
activities and social events for
disabled adults. Joanie was
passionate about contributing her
talents for the good of others.

Joan spent her last 14 years at The
Houses of Providence where she
participated in many activities to
the fullest. She especially loved
singing, but didn't like bingo
because she didn't win all the
time. She always appreciated
the care and concern of her well-
being by all staff. Many thanks to
those devoted caregivers for their
exceptional care over the years.
The family will receive friends
at the Humphrey Funeral Home
A.W. Miles - Newbigging Chapel,
1403 Bayview Avenue (south of
Davisville) between 4:00 and 7:00
p.m. on Monday, March 7, 2022.
Funeral Mass to take place at
Holy Rosary Church, 354 St. Clair
Avenue West at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 8, 2022. Inferment
in Holy Cross Cemetery.

If desired, the family would
appreciate  donations to the
ProvidenceHealthcare Foundation.
Condolences may be forwarded
through www.humphreymiles.com.

Sumphrey'Jimeral Home
AW Mles-Newbigging Chapel
416-487-4523
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ROBERT IVAN CROUSE
(1928-2022)

Born in Lunenburg, Nova
Scotia, to lvan Crouse and Rita
Lohnes, Colonel Robert Ivan
Crouse passed away
peacefully, surrounded by
family, on March 2, 2022, af
the age of 93. He served as an
officer in the Corps of Royal
Canadian Engineers. A second
career at the University of
Toronto followed. Bob and
Lorraine retired to their
beautiful garden in Kilbride,
Ontario, spending hours
nurturing its colorful flower
garden and a productive
vegetable garden. They also
had a well-trained crew of
squirrels, paid daily in
peanuts.

Bob went off to study
engineering at Nova Scotia
Technical College at the age
of 16 and then joined the
Army. He and Lorraine met in
British Columbia and were
married in  Lunenburg in
September of 1954, after
Bob’s return from the Korean
War and just in time to
honeymoon with the winds
of Hurricane Edna. They
raised their family in
Montreal, Whitehorse,
Chilliwack, Oftawa, Victoria,
Oromocto, Toronto, and
Halifax. He had a solo posting
on a U.N. peacekeeping
mission in Egypt.

Bob will be missed by his
children, Barbara Archibald
(Greg), Diane Crouse (Oliver),
Bruce Crouse (Beth) and
Alison Porter (Andy), each
born in a different city in
Canada. Bob is survived by
grandchildren Kathryn,
Caroline, Hannah and Venus,
great-granddaughters
Addison and Sawyer and
great-grandson  Torin. Bob
was predeceased by his wife
Lorraine (nee Bennett),
granddaughter  Christine
Archibald, brother Harold
Crouse, and sisters Dorothy
Conrad and Pauline Naugler.

If wished, donations in Bob's
memory may be made fo The
War Amps.
www.smithsfh.com
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BRANT STREET CHAPEL

ANDREA DEAKIN

In loving memory

Andrea Deakin passed away
in Edmonton, AB, February
20, 2022 at Edmonton
General Hospital, at the age of
88. Wife of the late Dr. Barry
Deakin; loving mother to Ruth
Nobes (née Deakin), Simon
Deakin; and mother-in-law to
David Nobes. Further details
at www.trinityfuneralhome.ca

DEATHS

CATHERINE MARIE DALEY

April 24, 1955
March 2, 2022

It is with deep sadness that we
announce the death of Cathy
Daley, beloved friend, mentor,
and notable Canadian artist.
Cathy died peacefully at home at
the age of 66.

In a career spanning more than
four decades, she developed a
unique body of work that was
simultaneously whimsical, dark
and empowering. Her work used
a vocabulary of imagery that
referenced pop culture, couture,
women's body and identity
issues. Known best for her
monochrome drawings of semi-
abstract female figures in motion,
clothed in billowing dresses, it
was a theme she continually re-
invented through her career. She
was also an avid experimentalist,
at different periods in her career
exploring abstraction, animation,
sculpture, ceramics, image-text
hybrids, collage, installation
and, recently, digital painting
and watercolors.

Born in Toronto, the middle
of three children, Cathy, with
the support of her father who
recognized her  creativity,
started art lessons while still
in elementary school. After
graduating from high school,
Cathy married briefly and worked
in a variety of jobs before
seriously pursuing a career in art.
In the following years, her choice
was supported through grants
from the Canada Council and the
Ontario Arts Council and several
residencies in Germany.

In 1989, Cathy became an art
professor at OCAD(U), where
she continued to teach until
2020, when she became
professor emeritus. At OCAD,
she was a huge inspiration to
generations of emerging arfists,
and was involved in developing
new courses that incorporated
feminist perspectives.

She exhibited extensively in
galleries and museums across
Canada, the US. and Europe,
and her work is held in many
collections, including the National
Gallery of Canada, the Art Gallery
of Ontario, and numerous
private collections in Canada
and internationally.

Cathy was born with polycystic
kidney disease and was told she
would die at an early age, but
thanks to advances in treatment
and a loving and generous
kidney donation by her sister,
Anne Charters-Klaver in 2010,
Cathy was able to continue to
work long hours, teach, travel
and keep up an intense exercise
regime until she was recently
diagnosed with lung cancer.

A continuous presence in the
Toronto art scene and the
Canadian art community for over
four decades, Cathy was much
admired by her peers and will
be deeply missed by her close
friends and immediate family.

WILLIAM GEORGE DEEKS

February 13, 1933
March 2, 2022

After a long and eventful life, Bill
at 89, leaves behind his best friend
Julie, the love of his life of 63
years, and Cleo, the last of a long
line of Labradors, he and Julie's
ever-present companions. Bill was
ever so proud of his five children:
Bob (Marie-Anne), Liz (David),
Jamie, Adie (Greg), and Douglas
(Melanie). Bill adored watching
his 12 grandchildren grow: Taylor
(Kathryn), Douglas, Ashley, Alex,
Hunter, Jake, Annie, Russell,
Jillian, Heidi, Liv and Bill and was
entranced by new beginnings
with the birth of his first great-
grandchild, Beckett. He taught
them all what unconditional love
looks, feels, and sounds like.

Bornin Toronto, educated at Upper
Canada College and University
of Toronto, he made lifelong
friends wherever he went and as
a perennial engineer, was always
building, fixing motors, and
planning construction projects.
He embraced opportunity wherever
he saw it and was highly successful
at Proctor and Gamble, Canada
Wire, Noranda, Charles Tenant,
rounding out an exceptional
career with roles including EVP,
President, Executive Chair and
Board member.

Bill's heart and will had an
endless capacity to give. This
was evidenced in his ongoing
volunteer and Board work with
organizations including the OECD
(BIAC), the Canadian Centre for
Substance Abuse, Queen Elizabeth
Hospital and with Pacific Booker
Minerals. Bill knew the world was
not perfect, but he also knew
that being part of the change
was in all of our power and our
responsibility. He was especially
proud of his involvement with the
Craigleith and Whistler Mountain
Ski Clubs.

Bill was a man of passions; he was
passionate about his family, his
dogs, rose gardens, food, wine
and all things tweed. His and
Julie's home (whether that be
in Toronto, Whistler or Minnicog
Island) was always welcoming
to all. He believed in elegance
and style and their dinner parties
were an example of just that.
Julie shone as a master chef and
the kids (and friends) learned
how to serve a crowd. Bill was
ever present at the head of the
table, in a snappy 3 piece, tweed
suit, outfitted with a bow tie and
would regale you with (somewhat
long winded) entertaining stories,
insights and experiences.

Bill was particularly pleased to
have out lived all of his male
Deeks fore bearers. His zest
for life and fitness (and Julie's
monitoring of his waistline) set
him up for success.

Although it is unthinkable to say
goodbye to such an incredible
man, the life that he led, and the
legacy that he leaves behind are
remarkable. We should all be so
lucky to have had him in our lives.
We are forever richer. He will be
missed but never forgotten! The
Renal and CCU teams at the Royal
Victoria Hospital were exceptional.
You provided the care deserving of
an incredible man and for that we
are forever grateful.

Visitation: Morley Bedford Funeral
Home March 17th , 47 p.m.
Service: Grace Church on the
Hill 1:00 p.m., March 18, 2022.
Reception: Grace Church Parish
Hall. Ceremony: streamed https://
gracechurchonthehill.ca/wgdeeks.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
Donation fo Collingwood General
and Marine Hospital.

JANET
CATHERINE GADESKI

On February 11, 2022, at 9:15 p.m.,
Janet Catherine Gadeski entered
the angel troupe with flying
colors. Janet was my life partner
for forty-two years and my grief
and sorrow are immeasurable.
She is no doubt far better off
than the past three weeks of
brain deterioration and physical
loss. Janet loved so many things
and gave so much unselfishly
to make our lives richer and
better. We met at Westminster
Choir College in Princeton, New
Jersey where we were married
and then on to Oklahoma for my
Masters and Doctoral work, then
to Dallas, Texas for her MBA and
Masters in Arts Administration.
Janet was offered a position in the
development office of the Toronto
Symphony so my trip to Canada
was fixed! For her having grown
up on the edge of the prairies
near Calgary, this was a welcome
return to her homeland.

Janet loved classical voice,
ballroom dancing, Celtic harping,
liturgy, prayer, Biblical study
and fravel. | was never able
to get her interested in model
railroading! She helped me found
the Burlington Civic Chorale and
sang with us for many years. She
served on the Carpenter Hospice
Board for five years as a member
from Rotary. Few know that
Janet was the primary designer/
creafor of the Foundation of the
United Church of Canada which
flourishes to this day thanks to
her expertise.

She was never one to blow her
horn but just did what needed
doing in addition fo serving so
many with her hard work and
incredibly fine mind and heart.
We have all lost a force of nature
whose primary goal was to serve
her fellow human beings and
enjoy others as much as possible.
| cannot believe we are here
but everyone has stepped up to
support Janet's life and myself
in much the same way that she
so often served others. A selfless
life is so hard to achieve and
Janet came as close as anyone |
can imagine.

Fly high, my love, and know that
your spirit will continue to inspire
and guide the rest of us forward.
Give me the strength to serve you
today and into the future with
that same beam of love, care and
selflessness. You are truly missed
and honored. Gary Fisher

BRANT STREET CHAPEL
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MARCELLO
MORGAN GENOVESE

Marcello  Morgan  Genovese
passed away on January 7, 2022
af the age of 22, at home in Los
Angeles, CA.

Marcello was born on May 21,
1999, in Monaco to Effie and
Rick Genovese, and grew up in
Vancouver, British Columbia. He
graduated from Point Grey High
School in Kerrisdale and moved
to Los Angeles to pursue his
studies at Santa Monica College
in business, music, and acting. A
creative soul, Marcello was driven
by a strong curiosity for life and all
it had to offer. In his junior year of
high school, he attended Blythe
Academy, travelling the world
with his best friends, and making
some of his fondest connections
and memories abroad. He then
went on to complete the trek of
a lifetime to Everest Base Camp
in Khumbu, Nepal, where he
embarked on a journey of self-
discovery and challenged himself
in ways he never had before.
With an affinity for warm weather
and sunshine, he then moved to
California fo attend college and
further explore his passions for
music and acting. In his spare
time, he wrote/produced songs
and auditioned for roles, with the
ultimate goal of launching a music
career. In addition fo his passions
and studies, Marcello was always
seeking a thrill. He was amidst
obtaining his pilot’s and skydiving
license, as being in the air gave
him a sense of freedom he
cherished very deeply. Always
with a twinkle in his eye and a
million-dollar smile, Marcello was
full of charm and had a unique
way of making everybody around
him feel special. He had a warm,
gentle heart that was felt by
everybody lucky enough to know
him. His uncanny resemblance to
his late father brought a smile to
everyone's face in tandem with
his adventurous and carefree
spirit. Marcello is survived by his
mother Effie, sister Maxine, his
aunts, uncles, and cousins, as
well as his dear friends. He will be
profoundly missed. Celebration
of Life to be held on March
1, 2022 between 2 p.m. and 5
p.m. at Stanley Park Pavilion.
Donations can be made to
Moms Stop the Harm by visiting
momsstoptheharm.com.

HILDA JOAN GUNN
(née Dunbar)

Died peacefully Friday, March
4, 2022, at the age of 96, after
several years of mental and
physical decline. Youngest and
last surviving of five Dunbar
siblings of Barrie, Onfario.

Predeceased in 1987 by her
beloved husband, Kenrick Gunn of
McGill and Queen's Universities.

Loving mother of Martha Bala
(Nick), Stephen (Patti Bunston
Gunn), and David.

Proud grandmother to eight
wonderfulyoungadults, and great-
grandmother to five delightful
young children (with another two
on the way), whose arrivals each
gave her so much joy.

Born and grew up in Barrie;
married and raised a young family
in Montreal; spent many happy
years in Kingston; and lived her
last nine years surrounded by
the beautiful gardens of Belmont
House in Toronto.

Hilda was a gracious and kind
woman, while restrained and
private. She loved flowers,
colours, and afternoon tea, at
which her homemade cookies
and cakes were always on offer.
Above all, it was her family that
meant everything to her.

A team of dedicated individuals
cared for Hilda in her final years:
the attentive nursing staff at
Belmont House; her ever wise
doctor, Sara Wainberg; Jennilyn
and other LHIN caregivers; Janice,
Elisa, Jeannifer, and others
from Home Instead; and her
extraordinary personal caregiver
Lourdes Magdua. Hilda's family is
deeply grateful fo all of them.

There will be a private burial in
Kingston for immediate family.
Flowers are gratefully declined,
but Hilda would have been
delighted to think that you
might buy some for your own
enjoyment, in her memory.

One sees the sun go down, very
slowly,

and yet one is still startled when
it's suddenly dark.

« Franz Kafka

ROLLY GRANT

On Friday February 18, 2022, we
lost our beloved husband, father,
grandfather, brother and friend,
Rolly Grant. He died peacefully
at 12:45 a.m. Rolly leaves behind
his wife of 58 years, Valerie;
sons, Andrew (Caroline), Mark
(Marcela); grandchildren Poppie,
Hope, Seth, Phoebe.

We will be having a celebration
of his life at 2:00 p.m. at St.
Paul's United Church, 65 King's
Crescent in Ajax on March 26.
Please contact the family if you
plan to attend or for Zoom details
as numbers af the church will be
limited. Proof of vaccination and
masks will be required.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation in memory of ‘Rolly’ to
https://philpottchildrenstennis.org/

Please keep us in your prayers,
Valerie, Mark and Andrew.

DR. E. SHELDON HEATH
1931 — 2022

Renowned psychoanalyst, world
traveller, with an unquenchable
thirst for knowledge.

Sheldon  passed away on
February 22, 2022. He is survived
by his wife, Iris Crossland Heath;
children, Susannah (Mark), Jane
and David (Pari); and loving
grandsons, Toby and Jeremy.

Condolences may be forwarded
through www.humphreymiles.com.

Sumphrey JFimeral Home
AT Nles-Newbisging Chapel
416-487-4523
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SUSAN MARGARET
HANSON-BUCKLAND

Sue died at home in Pointe Claire,
QC, on March 1, 2022, at the age
of 75, after a series of illnesses.
She is survived by her children
Andrew Buckland of Montreal and
Amy Buckland (Megan) of Guelph;
by her grandchildren Max and
Leo; by her sister Jane Cooney of
Toronto; and by her nephew Kyle
Rutherford (Gosia) of Georgetown;
and niece Megan Rutherford
(Jonathan) of London UK; as well
as by several cousins in New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontario
and many parts of the USA. She
is predeceased by her younger
sister Robin Hanson; her parents
Florence Nugent and Robert
C. Hanson; and by the father
of her children Rex Buckland.

Sue attended St. Augustine’s
High School and was a graduate
of the first Communications
Arts Program at Loyola College
(Concordia). She was a very good
teacher, and over the years found
the time to become a winning
curler, a masterful gardener,
and a wonderful cook (she was
the only one in the family who
could make a decent Yorkshire
pudding). She was described by
a cousin as being “one of the
funniest persons | ever knew".
Amy is happy to announce that
Sue's sense of humour lives on
in her youngest grandchild, Leo,
who serves up a mean side eye
followed by infectious laughter.
Sue was also an avid reader.

Sue and her family are thankful
for the friendship and support of
neighbors and friends Heather
Yorston, Andrée Boucher,
Lorraine DeKuyper and Bernard
Kennedy. If desired, donations to
your local Friends of the Library
program or food bank will be
greatly appreciated. A celebration
of life will take place at a later date
in the Montreal area. For more
insight into how Sue wanted to
be remembered, please read
"Before | Go" by Judith Viorst.
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JOHN HOBBS

John passed away on Thursday,
February 24, 2022, at the
Collingwood General and Marine
Hospital. Predeceased by his
beloved wife, Doreen Hobbs; his
parents, James and Katherine
Hobbs; and brother, Arthur
Hobbs. Survived by daughter,
Suzanne and sons, Barry and
Brian (Karen). Loving grandfather
to Myranda, Taylor, Ashley and
Jonah and uncle to Donna (Dave),
Kathy, Carol, Michael and Jennifer
(Jeff).  An enthusiastic tennis
player and skier, John believed
that being active was important fo
a long and healthy life. He passed
12 days after his last ski outing.

Cremation has taken place.
A celebration of life will be
held at a later date. Donations
to the Stratford Festival or
the Collingwood General and
Marine  Hospital ~ Foundation
would be appreciated by the
family. Online condolences at
www.koprivataylor.com.

GARTH LYLE HUESTIS
1960 — 2022

It is with deep sadness that we
announce the passing of Garth
on March 3, 2022. Beloved son
of Kenneth and Eleanor Huestis,
of Summerside, P.E.I. Cherished
brother of Colleen Dawson
(Garth) and Marilyn Henderson
(Kenneth). Treasured soulmate
of Mark Pellettier. Proud uncle
of Emily, Kimberley, Nathan,
Andrew and Katelyn. Highly
respected underwriter in Life
Sciences Industry, most recently
with Berkley Canada.

Visitation will be held on Sunday,
March 6, 2022, from 1:.00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. at Cardinal Funeral
Home Bathurst Chapel (366
Bathurst  St.,  Toronto, ON).
Funeral and burial to follow at
Summerside/Wilmot Valley, P.E.I.
Condolences can be made at
www.cardinalfuneralhomes.com.

CECIL “BOB”
ROBERT DUNCAN KELLY

1936 — 2022

Peacefully at home, surrounded
by his family after a courageous
battle with cancer. Bob had an
insatiable appetite for learning,
life's adventures and fighting for
others: the Cabecar people of
Costa Rica, women and children
in Afghanistan, Tutsi refugees in
Goma, an indigenous woman
betrayed by the justice system
here in Canada are just a few of
those for whom Bob worked.
Sincere thanks to Drs Kathleen
McGregor, Paul Wheatley-Price,
Jill Rice, Sara Moore, Nicholas
Costain and their colleagues af the
Otftawa Hospital and Champlain
LHIN for their exceptional skill
and care. Predeceased by his wife
Shirley and siblings, Shirley and
Sheldon, he leaves to mourn,
his partner, Liz, his sisters Glenda
(Glen Cook) and Lois (the late
Clem Baschenis), his daughter,
Lisa (Andrew Inderwick), son,
Philip (Rosalby Guerrero Mesia),
grandchildren Caitlin (Russ Jones)
and Meghan Inderwick, and Olivia
and Mateo Kelly, great-grandsons
and beloved nieces and their
children. A private service will
be held at a later date. In lieu of
flowers and in appreciation of the
need for nurses, donations can
be made to the The Semira Saba
Kifle Practical Nursing Bursary at
Algonguin College. Condolences
or donations may be made af
www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com

Sign up for Globe Newsletters at
tgam.ca/newsletters
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MARIGOLD MAN-LAI LAW

It is with great sadness and pain
for us to announce that our
beloved mother, Marigold Mui
Man-Lai Law has passed from this
earth and joined the Lord our God
on February 27, 2022 at 5:12 a.m.

Mum was born on November
8, 1928 in Hong Kong. She was
predeceased by our father, Dr.
Joseph Hin Kwong Law in 1999.
She leaves behind a large family.
Son Francis (Priscilla); daughters
Janie (Henry), Teresa (Timothy),
Angela (Patrick), Josephine (John)
and Dorothy (Andre); as well as
her 12 grandchildren, Cherie (Alan),
Renée (Steven), Michelle, Geoffrey
(Erika),  Alexandra  (Trevor),
Madeleine, Michael, Gabriel,
Christopher, Emma, Conrad and
Carina; and her most cherished
great-grandchildren Miya, Avery
and Theo.

Mum was the eldest of three, with
2 younger brothers. She was one
of the original graduates of the
Maryknoll Sisters Convent School
in the British colony. Although her
studies were interrupted by the
Pacific War, she graduated with
honours. Soon after graduating,
she married Dad in 1951. Our eldest
sister was born soon afterward.
In 1954, Dad went overseas to
pursue his studies in Dentistry
while Mum cared for everyone on
her own for 6 years. By 1960, Dad
returned from studying, and with
Mum's support and guidance, set
up a successful dental practice in
Hong Kong with our grandfather,
who was also a dentist.

Our family immigrated fo Vancouver
in 1974. Mum again firelessly
looked after all of us, making sure
we studied hard to become the
respectable people she could be
proud of. During the 8os, she and
Dad travelled much, enjoying
their golden years. After 48 years
of marriage, Dad passed away in
1999. Thereafter, Mum continued
to enjoy her fravels, now with her
children and grandchildren. Her
favourite destination was Las Vegas
where she excelled at the slots.

The last 5 vyears have been
challenging for Mum as she had
many health issues. She bravely
endured them and managed to
remain living at home, with the
support of her children and family,
where she was most happy and
comfortable.

We are consoled, knowing Mum
is free of her health problems and
is now with God in a happy place.
She can do all her favourite things:
dressing up to the 9's, going out
for fancy dinners and enjoying fine
wine, traveling to anywhere she
likes with Dad by her side loving
her and spoiling her.

Mum, Poh Poh, Mah Mah, Tai Poh,
we miss you very very much. We
will keep our promise to you and be
good. We will always be the person
you and Dad can be proud of.

Enjoy yourself now, free of any
earthly restrictions. We hope one
day we can be together again.

With much love,
Your family.

Funeral arrangements:

Funeral services (Catholic Mass)
will be held on March 10, 2022
at 10 a.m. at Ocean View Funeral
Home & Burial Park, 4000
Imperial St., Burnaby, BC V5J 1A4,
for family and close relatives only,
by request of family.

In lieu of flowers, Mum would
like you to donate to the Heart &
Stroke Foundation of Canada.

DONALD
ALEXANDER MACLENNAN

July 11, 1933
February 25, 2022

Always interested in others, our
“Big Guy" had a great wit and was
easy to talk to. A true gentleman,
he made everyone feel welcome
and loved; new acquaintances
felt like old friends immediately.
Together with Jane (“Binky"),
they created a family that
cherishes time with each other
and with friends.

Beloved husband for 60 years of
Jane (Davis) and loving father to
Katy (Peter MacLellan), Nancy (Don
Pearson), Sally (Bruce Hardy), and
Cam (Elizabeth Broadfoot); and
wonderful grandfather to Blue,
Ross, Will, Annie, and Bridget.

Along with practicing dentistry
in Oakville for 40 years, Big
Guy had many interests: family,
friends, tennis, skiing, books,
history, art, gardening, food,
woodworking, music, antiques,
theatre, and opera. He loved his
daily tennis and squash games
at the Oakville Club, weekends
skiing at Holimont, and travelling
far and near; he remembered
every  country road  and
all local highlights.

Our sincere thanks to Dr. Fong,
and the caring team at OTMH,
especially nurse Ashley (with the
fun socks!). In lieu of flowers,
donations to OTMH, the Oakville
Humane Society, or St. Jude's
Anglican Church of Oakville would
be appreciated by his family.

A celebration of Don'’s life will be
held on Friday, May 20, at 10:30
a.m. at St. Jude's Anglican Church,
followed by a reception at the
Oakville Club. Online condolences
at www.koprivataylor.com.

Remember Don with a twinkle in
his eye and a smile on his face as
he hops into his ‘66 Mustang and
drives off to his next tennis match.
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MARGARET MARIE McLEAN

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Margaret
Marie Mclean, peacefully on
February 24, 2022, in the presence
of her family. Predeceased by
her beloved husband Gordon
in 2014 and dear sister Hilda in
2021, Margaret is survived by her
sister Joan and children Donald
(Gina  Baldoni), Ross (Laurie
Mace), Barbara (Warren Hamill),
and Karen (Michael Cameron); as
well as nine grandchildren, Laura
(Martin), James (Sarah), Sarah
(Paul), Elizabeth, Joanna (Clay),
Andrew, Alison (Zach), Matthew
(Allie), and Ellen (Bob) and 14
great-grandchildren.

Born in 1926, Margaret grew up
in Winnipeg with younger sisters
Hilda and Joan, forming the fun-
loving threesome we called The
Haslam Girls. She met Gordon
McLean when he took a room in
their family home as a boarder,
and knowing a good thing when
he saw it, Gordon quickly broke
up with his current girlfriend
to court the lovely Margaret.
Marg and Gord were married in
1947, both at the age of 21. Their
wedding photograph is a study
in joy, and their long marriage of
friendship, affection, and delight,
a beacon for all who knew them.

With sons Donald and Ross in
tow, the young family moved
to Toronto in 1954, where they
welcomed daughters Barbara and
Karen. Margaret was a devoted
wife and mother, loving her
children without judgment - as
long as they were home before
the streetlights came on - and
she encouraged each of them
in their individual passions and
endeavours. Her children are
grateful for having grown up
surrounded by their parents' deep
love for each other.

As a grandmother, Margaret was
curious, attentive, and generous.
To hear her exclamation at the
sound of your voice on the phone
was o know that you were loved,
no matter how far away you
might be.

Throughout her life, Marg was
the epitome of elegance, grace,
dignity, and gentle insight. She
believed in the importance of
keeping a cheery heart and could
always be counted on for an
unfailingly positive outlook. She
contributed to community life as
a Big Sister, took the library cart
to young patients at Sick Kids, and
was a soloist in the church choir.
An avid reader, bridge player
and Blue Jays fan who enjoyed
speed skating and tennis, Marg's
engagement with the world never
left her - she'd recently become
an accomplished euchre player
with help from her friends at her
condominium. She was interested
in everything and everyone until
the end.

The family is grateful for the loving
care she received during her final
days at Hospice Vaughan and ask
that any donations in Margaret's
memory be directed there.
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DOUGLAS MEHARG

Born February 6, 1931, in Markham,
ON. Died February 19, 2022, of
natural causes, at Union Villa long-
term care home in Markham, ON.

Most people would describe
Douglas Meharg as a tfruly good
man. There are two characteristics
that might adequately summarize
Doug's 91 years: a commitment to
lifelong learning, and a desire to
help others succeed.

School was never easy for Doug.
He always joked that he spent
two years in Grade 9, and two
days in Grade 10 before the
principal informed him he should
head home and give up on
school. Undeterred, he became a
carpenter’s apprentice and went
on to build his first house by age
17. At 23 he attended the first of
many personal and professional
development  courses  and
seminars over his lifetime - it
started with the Dale Carnegie
Course and finished up with
Peak Potentials.

Over the 55 years of his career, he
built or developed approximately
500 houses in the Markham
area, and had great success as
a real estate agent, broker, and
franchise owner.

Markham was growing and Doug
and his team won the accolade
of Top Producing Brokerage
in Century 21 Canada for three
consecutive years during the
1980s. Also in the 8os, he
was proud to pass the Power
Squadron and Sailing exam
that allowed him to confidently
navigate across Lake Ontario to
Rochester, New York.

Establishing his own success only
made Doug want to encourage
others. From a very humble
market gardening family  of
Northern Irish immigrants, he
eventually coached and inspired
real estate agents, his peers, and
children. Doug read great books,
and when he found one that
expressed his feelings, goals, and
thoughts, he would buy many
copies to give away to friends and
colleagues. He aspired to be an
author and wrote his first book,
Become a Richer You, at age 78,
and his second, Do It Now!, at age
81. Both books focus on money
management skills that he noticed
were lacking in the school system.

Doug committed to living a
healthy life and had the habits
to show it. Other than his love
of butter tarts and ice cream,
he stretched, played tennis,
worked out at the gym, and
skied at Skyloft most weekends
right up until he turned 8o. He
loved Skyloft so much that he
bought the property in 1995 and
continued to run and invest in the
facilities until 2006.

Doug's legacy is found in the
Markham community. He was
a fixture at T&T Bakery where
he found much camaraderie -
they even had a mug for him
with his name. He ran for town
council but lost to former reeve
and mayor Alma Walker. In 1977
he was instrumental in helping
the Markham Fair move from
its original location (the current
Markham  Village Community
Centre & Library) to the expansive
rural tract at McCowan and Elgin
Mills Road. Also in 1977, (in a
visionary but possibly premature
initiative!), he opened Canada's
first indoor skateboard park. His
passion and commitment to the
Markham-Stouffville Hospital go
back 70 years. As president of
the Markham Junior Chamber of
Commerce and later as part of
the Foundation's Ambassador
Committee, Doug was one of a
team of dedicated volunteers who
made the hospital what it is today.
As a young lad of sixteen, Doug
never forgot the painful ordeal
he endured fo get his tonsils out.
From the cornfields of Markham,
he hitchhiked downtown to
get the care he needed. It was
through this experience he
realized that af the heart of every
vibrant community is its hospital,
and his family is grateful for the
care he received there over the
last several years.

Survived by his wife Johanna
(Holancin), son William (Sylvia);
daughters Angela and Sarah
(John); grandsons Sean, Robert,
and Timothy; granddaughters
Lauren and Victoria; great-
granddaughter Gracie; nephew
David; and niece Lorrie.

Predeceased by his parents
James and Margaret (McCreery);
former spouse Ann and their son
Michael; brothers James, Victor,
and fraternal twin Gerald; nephew
Brian and niece Wendy.

Donations to the Markham-
Stouffville Hospital would be
appreciated: http://support.mshf.
on.ca/dougmeharg. A celebration
of life is being planned for Spring
2022. Please confact Angela
Meharg (angela@datisfy.com) if
you would like to aftend.
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ALICE MARK
September 25, 1920 - February 25, 2022

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of our dear mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother, Alice Mark, on February 25, 2022.

Alice was the daughter of Lewis Edwin Stewart and Emma Wright of
Montgomery County, Virginia. In 1913, her father immigrated to Canada
with his family.

Alice was born in Winnipeg on September 25, 1920, and lived here all her life.
She was the second youngest in a loving family of eight girls and one boy.
Alice lost her mother at an early age, when Emma died in 1927. Her father
subsequently remarried and her stepmother, Gerfrude Mahon, lovingly
accepted her readymade family.

Alice was an honour student and an accomplished athlete during her school
years. Af the end of the thirties, she met and fell in love with Gordon Edward
Mark. They were married in Knox United Church on August 17, 1940. Alice and
Gordon raised six children, four boys and two girls.

Alice regretted that through stance and circumstance she had been unable
to attend university. Although still raising a family and teaching full time, she
continued her studies and graduated with a Bachelor of Education degree
from the University of Manitoba. Her membership in the University Women's
Club was a great source of pride to her.

Alice was predeceased by her loving husband, Gordon, in 1984. In addition to
her parents, she was also predeceased by her eight siblings and son-in-law,
Charles Hachey.

Alice is lovingly remembered by her children and their families, Robert and Jill
Mark of Oakville, grandson, Robert and Jane of Toronto, great-grandchildren,
James and Graham; Neil and Kerri of Oakville; granddaughter, Christina and
Matt Healy of Dartmouth, great-grandchildren, Natalie, Rachel, and Samantha;
Gerald Mark and Fran Wellock of Langley, grandson, David and Christine,
great-grandson, Caleb; granddaughter, Wendy Mark of Surrey; Ronald Mark
and Lori Miller of Winnipeg, grandchildren, Alenna and Grant; Lorne and
Patricia Mark of Thunder Bay; Valerie Hachey of Winnipeg, granddaughter,
Sarah; Susan and Leonard French of Winnipeg, grandchildren, Adria, Steven
and Charline, Terry and Megan.

Our mother was a truly remarkable person. She was intelligent, beautiful and
kind, loving and generous. She had the gift of making others feel taller in her
presence. Alice always looked on the bright side of life. She saw the good in
all she met and leaves a legacy of honour, service and love.

The Mark family thanks all who played a part in her care. Interment of her
ashes, and a Celebration of Life, will take place at a later date. If friends so
desire, a gift to a charity of their choice would be appreciated.

Condolences for Alice's family may be left at www.alternacremation.ca.

AlternaCremation
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WILLIAM FREDERICK PHIPPS

May 4, 1942 - Toronto, Ontario
March 4, 2022 - Calgary, Alberta

Some journalists called him “prophet in a baseball cap,” others dubbed
him a controversial Christian. The Very Reverend Dr. William Phipps, an
outspoken advocate for Earth and human rights, died peacefully at home
on March 4, 2022.

William Frederick Allan Phipps was born in Toronto May 4, 1942, the son of
Cora Stinson and Reginald Phipps, and brother of Elda. He had a middle-
class Toronto upbringing, and he seized every opportunity to grow and learn
throughout his life.

Bill graduated from Osgoode Law School in 1965, from McCormick
Theological Seminary, Chicago in 1968, and was ordained by The United
Church of Canada in 1969. He used his law degree to help establish the first
poverty law office in Canada, but the call of the church became stronger.
He served as minister at Thorncliffe United and Trinity-St. Paul’s United in
Toronto, establishing a reputation for bold leadership in the areas of LGBTQ
rights, peace, poverty and homelessness.

In 1986, he moved to Edmonton to work in church administration, and there,
opportunities to learn from Indigenous peoples arose. He attended The
Dene Nafional Assembly in 1987, supported the Lubicon Cree, and travelled
the Mackenzie/Dehcho Valley.

In 1993, Bill moved to Calgary to become minister at Scarboro United. His
work continued to bridge the church and the world. Well into his retirement,
he represented the church nationally and internationally in places of conflict,
such as The Philippines, Cenfral America, the Middle East, Congo, Sudan,
and East Timor.

When Bill was elected 36th Moderator of The United Church of Canada in
1997, The Oftawa Citizen published a scathing editorial and subsequent
interview criticizing his views on the ordination of gays, Indigenous
peoples, economic justice and theology. Bill's responses prompted national
conversations and hundreds of interviews about the nature of Jesus, the
role of the church in society and a moral economy. Some called him saint;
others, a heretic.

With Rev. Clint Mooney, he presented Bearing Faithful Witness, a study
document on Jewish-Christian relationships at Holy Blossom Temple,
Toronto. With Rev. Ted Reeve, he founded Faith and the Common Good,
Greening Sacred Spaces and Eco-Commoning.

In 1998, on behalf of The United Church, Bill issued the first Canadian
Apology to First Nations survivors, their families and communities for the
harms done by the church at the 13 residential schools the church helped
run. He returned to congregational ministry in 2000, ran for the NDP
in 2002, authored Cause for Hope and retired in 2007. He never stopped
working, particularly on the climate crisis around which he brought people
together in workshops across Canada.

Bill loved paddling Algonquin Park, camping, especially on Lake Superior,
in the Rockies and Haida Gwaii. He enjoyed a good laugh, too. When Covid
struck, he and Carolyn made YouTube videos such as Camping with Old
People. He was a great Toronto Blue Jays fan, attended their first game in
1977 and in August 2000 he was delighted to throw out the first pitch.

Bill received awards, medals and honourary doctorates, but said his best
honour was becoming the grandfather of Kate and Foster Phipps-Chong,
Toronto, and Michael and Tristan Van Metre, Yellowknife.

He leaves his beloved wife Carolyn Pogue, their children, Sarah Phipps (Don
Chong) of Toronto, Jeremy Phipps (Jodi) of Winnipeg and Andrea Czarnecki
(Blair Van Metre) of Yellowknife, his sister Elda Thomas of Toronto, as well as
family and friends far and wide.

An online funeral will be hosted by Hillhurst United at www.hillhurstunited.
com on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 1:00 p.m, MST. Donations may be made
to The United Church of Canada marked “for climate justice.”

z/‘ Mclnnis & Holloway
403-243-8200

JENNY “JEAN"
MOORCROFT

Passed away peacefully, on
Sunday, February 27, 2022, af
Lakeridge Health Oshawa with
her son by her side. She was 92
years old.

Jenny was predeceased by
her husband of 55 years, Bob
Moorcroft, in 2009.

Left to mourn her passing are
her three children, Virginia
Hewton (the late Bill), Brian
Moorcroft (Lynda) and Mary Jane
Stephenson (Richard) as well as
her grandchildren Sam and Emily,
Jai, Mike and Michelle, Chris and
Cindy, Brendan and Sarah, Angie
and Erin. Tyler, Blake and Emily
will miss their great-grandmother
dearly. Jean will also be dearly
missed by her sister Ann and her
nieces and nephews.

Jean was born in Toronto in 1929
and grew up on Fern Ave. in
the west end of the city where
she attended Fern Ave. Public
School and Western Technical
and Commercial School. She
went on to work at Manufacturers
Life Insurance Company where
she met Bob while playing in
the company bowling league.
They married in 1954, rented an
apartment on O'Connor Drive and
two years later bought a house
in Scarborough. Jean continued
to live in that house until March
of last year. She finally agreed to
move to a retirement residence
where she quickly made many
new friends and joined in many
activities while there.

Jean was one of the founding
members of St. Ninian's Anglican
Church in Scarborough. She
could often be found working
in the church office as secretary,
arranging flowers for the many
events held at the church or
making many Easter eggs in the
church basement. It was rare for
Jean to miss a Sunday service.
Even during Covid she learned to
use Zoom so as not to miss the
weekly service.

Visitation will be at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 5, 2022 af St.
Peter's Anglican Church, 776
Brimley Road in Scarborough
followed by a service at 2 p.m.
Masks are required at all times
while in the church.

Should you desire, and in lieu
of flowers, a donation to the
charity of your choice would
be appreciated by the family.
Online condolences may be left at
www.mcdbrownscarb.ca
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A. DIGBY PEERS

September 28, 1928
February 17, 2022

Digby died in Vancouver during
his 94th year. He was born in
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, to
Alexander and Charlotte Peers
of Montreal, was predeceased
by siblings, Marion Young (Bill)
and David Peers (Mireille) and
is survived by Nancy (Kirk), his
loving spouse of thirty-seven
years. He was the much loved
uncle of Joanne Young of Toronto
and by Bill Young (Ruth Dowling)
of Boston, David and Stephen
Peers and great uncle to Sophie
and William Young of Toronto.

Digby was educated at Pickering
College in Newmarket, Ontario,
then attended McGill University
to study pre-law until discovering
his true passion for music.
He transferred to the Royal
Conservatory of Music where he
earned his AR.T.C. then returned
to Pickering College as Music
Master for four years before
joining the CBC's Radio Services,
in Toronto, as Staff Producer of
Educational Broadcasters and as
Executive Producer of the highly
successful ‘Signature' radio series.
He was also seconded to the BBC
in London, where he produced
twenty-six radio dramas entitled
‘World History'".

A number of Digby's freelance
endeavours included theatre,
light opera, music critic, concert
organizer and producer of five
record albums. His radio work
earned him thirfeen Ohio State
awards, a Canadian Music Council
award and a Spanish State
Broadcasting award. Of note was
his in-depth profile of legendary
pianist Vladimir Horowitz,
production of composer Harry
Somers' opera, ‘Louis Riel'
for America’s 1975 'Birthday in
Washington D.C.," and the final
voyage of the first Queen Mary
from New York City.

Digby relocated to Vancouver
in 1979 and completed his long
career with CBC in 1982. Then in
1985, he produced the first Asia-
Pacific Festival and volunteered at
Vancouver Community Radio. In
1987, he was appointed for three
years to the B.C. Unemployment
Insurance Commission.

At 8o years of age, Digby
returned to his piano, taking
lessons at Vancouver School
of Music and participating in
recitals. Digby loved his home
overlooking Kitsilano Beach and
enjoyed sharing a good martini
with friends.

A small family memorial service is
planned. Those wishing fo make
a donation in his memory may
wish to consider the Canadian
Red Cross, or a charity of their
own choice.
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RAY PILLMAN

Ray  Pillman  passed away
Wednesday February 23, 2022
at Lions Gate Hospital, North
Vancouver, at the age of 96. He
was born September 13, 1925 in
Montreal, Quebec.

He is survived by his children
Janice (Robert Worden), Lynn
(Richard Ruddiman), and
Peter (Amanda Helmcken); his
grandchildren Emily, Julie, Anna,
Lucy and Sarah; and his nephews,
Paul Jurbala (Susan) and Robert
Fox (Carol).

Ray was preceded in death by
his parents Peter and Lempi; his
loving wife of 59 years, Dorothy
(Fox); his sister Theresa Jurbala;
brother-in-law Irwin Fox; Irwin's
wife Doreen and their daughter
Donna Sills (Fox); and so many
good friends and colleagues.

Ray lived an active life from his
early days growing up in the
fishing community of Sointula
on Malcom Island, BC to his years
at UBC in the Civil Engineering
program, class of ‘48, and then on
to his globe-trotting days at H.G.
Acres & Co. where he became
President of Acres International,
while based in Niagara Falls and
Toronto. Dorothy and Ray had
long planned to get back to the
West Coast and were lucky to be
able to share an island property
with a group of friends which
was a significant part of their lives
leading to lifelong friendships.
Dorothy and Ray “retired” to
West Vancouver in 1975 where
they enjoyed hiking, cross
country skiing and sailing. Ray
then discovered sea kayaking and
spent many summers on kayak
trips up and down the BC coast. He
dedicated many of his retirement
years to the Sea Kayak Association
and Outdoor Recreation Council
of British Columbia where he
tirelessly represented Outdoor
Recreation in the land use
planning process for the BC Coast,
where government took input
from Industry, Recreation and
First Nations to find consensus
among the parties on how coexist
in this place of natural beauty.

In his last years he lived near the
West Vancouver Seawall where he
enjoyed walking and watching the
birds, planes, ships and people.

A big thank you fo his amazing
team of caregivers who allowed
Ray to continue living life the
way he wanted for his final
years. No words can express
our gratfitude for their kindness,
patience and devotion.

He will be sadly missed by those
who knew him.

A celebration of life will be held at
a future date this summer when
conditions permit.

No flowers please. If you wish
to make a donation - Canadian
Diabetes Association.

DR. ZOLTAN POZNAN

A wonderful man’s life ended
on February 26, 2022. He
loved his life, all 92 years of it,
until his terrible fall and
multiple fractures when
arriving in Florida on
December 31st. Although he
had overcome many hurdles
in his life, this time the
complications were tfoo
overwhelming even for him.

Zoltan, aka Frog and Papa
was a pediatfrician, chef,
comedian, self proclaimed
handyman, houseboat
captain, world traveler and
family photographer.

He will continue to be loved
and missed by his wife of
42 years, Dr. Agnes Reicher;
his children, Mark (Bonnie),
Cheryl, Peter (Nancy),
Ingrid  (Andre); and his
grandchildren, Callie, Avery,
Jamie (Charis) and Jake.

It was his wish to be cremated
and he will rest in the Mount
Pleasant Mausoleum.

To view and share memories

please visit
www.mountpleasantgroup.com.
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TREVOR JONES PRICE

May 13, 1922
March 3, 2022

After a life well lived, Trevor
passed away in his 100th year on
March 3, 2022. Trevor immigrated
to Canada from England when
George Drew, the then Premier
of Ontario, instigated the post
war immigration to Ontario from
1947 101949, by setting up offices
through out the United Kingdom
and initiating cheap charter
flights to bring an estimated
20,000 British immigrants to the
province in what has been called
the world's first mass migration
by air. Trevor took the bait and
landed in Malton on January
12, 1949. Soon, Trevor found a
job at AVRO Canada and spent
thirty-five years in the aircraft
industry in Malton retiring from
Hawker Siddeley Canada Ltd. in
1985. Since a teenager, Trevor
has kept a diary of happenings
in his life and the world well into
his 9os. Before coming to Canada
he wrote about playing football
(soccer) and cricket, and playing
bridge with a neighbour family
and listed the many books he
read. Trevor joined the British
Navy on his 19th birthday and
served during World War I,
including D-Day, until September
of 1946 as a telegraphist. When at
sea he learned to play cribbage
(and smoke) and solve the
London Times cryptic crossword
puzzles. After immigrating to
Canada he played golf, curled,
cross-country skied, played a lof
of scrabble and cribbage and "set”
cryptic crossword puzzles for his
family and friends to solve. He
also spent a lot of hours walking
and for a fime was caretaker
of a section of the Bruce Trail.
Trevor leaves his wife Ann (nee
Fieldhouse), son Bob and wife
Anne and grandchildren Rebecca,
Trevor and Eric, of Potomac
Maryland; daughter Nancy-Jane
and husband Joe Wray of Port
Credit; step-son James Dalziel
and wife Nancy Fairburn and
grandchildren children Claire and
William of Bangkok Thailand; his
sisters-in-law Bernice Codd and
Gladys Fieldhouse. Trevor was
predeceased by his wife Mary
Paterson of Toronto in 1974,
also his sister Betty, brother
Tom, and sister Nancy all of
England; and his brothers-in-law
Donald Fieldhouse and Bruce
Fieldhouse, and sister-in-law

DEATHS

ROBERT “BOB"”
EDWIN REID

P. Eng
1923 - 2022

Well into his goth year and with
family at his side, the light went
out for our Dad and Grandpa on
Wednesday, February 23, 2022.
Bob was born in Niagara Falls,
Ontario to Ethel (Henderson) and
Robert Reid. He joined the army
when he was 18 and was part
of a research team stationed in
Petawawa, Ontario. After the war
he attended the University of
Toronto where he was a proud
member of Beta Theta Pifraternity,
many of whose members became
lifelong friends. He graduated in
1949 with a degree in Chemical
Engineering and made his career
with Cyanamid Canada in Niagara
Falls. In 1950 he married Ruth
Canning, who dazzled him on
their first date, and continued to
do so for over 60 years.

In the early 9o’s Bob and Ruth
retired and moved their winter
home to Marco Island, Florida
and their summer home to
their cottage on Lake Muskoka.
It was the dream retirement for
both. Bob spent winters on the
tennis court and golf course, and
in later years became a fixture
on the bocce courts where he
was a champion bowler and
highly sought-after teammate.
Summers were spent sailing,
puttering and finding odd jobs
around the cottage, and enjoying
the beauty of Muskoka from
his porch chair, latest book or
crossword puzzle in hand.

Predeceased by his beloved wife
Ruth; son-in-law Donald Fraser
and  daughtfer-inslaw  Mickey
Reid. Bob leaves behind his
children Nancy, Bruce, James
(Suzanne) and Joan (Robert);
along with grandchildren Ailie
Fraser, Andrew Reid, Allison
Reid and Donelle Fraser; niece
Barbara Kelly; and admirers and
friends in Marco Island, Toronto,
and Muskoka.

A kind, easy-going, and steadfast
soul, he was the role model and
rock of our family. His quiet
confidence and his gentle and
steady nature were admired by so
many, and he leaves us richer for
having had him in our lives.
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DEATHS

Annie Fieldhouse. Special thanks
to our PSW Ivy Medalla for her
faithful attention to Trevor over
the past four years. Also thanks
to our niece Lynn Codd who has
always been here for us. Trevor
will be missed by his many nieces
and nephews and friends in
both in Canada and Britain. The
funeral service will be held on
Saturday, June 25th. Donations in
memory of Trevor may be made
to St. John's United Church, 56
Victoria Street E., Alliston Ontario
LoR 1L5. Arrangements entrusted
to Drury’s Funeral Centre, Alliston.
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PAMELA ROWCLIFFE

On Wednesday, March 2, 2022,
in the ICU unit of Grey Bruce
Regional Health Unit in Owen
Sound, Pamela Sherry Rowcliffe
(née Fleming), age 67, passed
away after a brief illness.
Beloved wife and best friend of
Paul Rowcliffe, mother of Emily
Frances, and Christopher Maclean
“Mac”. Predeceased by her
parents Christopher George “Kip”
Fleming, Diana Sherry Fleming
(née Carruthers) and stepmother
Lois  Isobell  Fleming (née
Birkenshaw). Sister of Christopher
Alexander  "Andy”  Fleming,
stepfamily Susan Birkenshaw and
Michael Keith, David Birkenshaw,
and Douglas Birkenshaw. Beloved
sister-in-law of Bill Rowcliffe and
Kevin McManus, Peter and Marta
Rowcliffe, Kathy and Ken Peel,
Jean Alice Rowcliffe, loved by her
many cousins, Munro, McKay,
Tinker, Peterson, Spears, and
Aunt Pammy to so many.

Pam spent her early years on 4th
Avenue in Owen Sound attending
Hillcrest and visiting her poppa
G.D. Fleming every day after
class. She then attended BSS in
Toronto. A trained Montessori
teacher, encouraging young
minds was her passion, that, and
her love of nature and wildlife.
"Feed the Birds" was her theme
song. Pam volunteered for
many organizations, Volunteer
Coordinator, and trainer at GBRHC
for many years, YMCA board, the
Owen Sound Skating Club board
and on the board of the Owen
Sound Children’s Chorus. She
travelled the world and made the
most of every moment.

Emily and Mac were the loves of
her life and she supported all their
adventures cheering from the
bleachers. They also inherited her
love of theatre, art and music.

Her kindness and generosity were
appreciated by so many, and her
dinner parties were amazing,
wonderful, and  memorable
events. She loved decorating for
each season, especially Christmas,
that could have been featured
in any magazine. Family fimes
at Leith will never be the same
but she will be part of our best
memories and every sunset will
hold her smiling face. Her family
would like to thank the ICU staff
at GBRHC in Owen Sound for their
care and support.

There will be a family celebration
of life in the spring. Interment in
Leith Cemeftery.

Arrangements  are  entrusted
to the Brian E. Wood Funeral
Home, 250 14th Street West,
Owen Sound, Ontario, N4K 3X8,
(519) 3767492.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Pam to the Grey
Bruce Hospice or Hope for Wildlife
would gratefully be appreciated.
Feed the birds, chipmunks, and
swans as often as you can.
Condolences can be sent to
the family by visiting Pam's
online  memorial at  www.
woodfuneralhome.ca.

“She was our North, our South,
our East and West,

our working week
and our Sunday rest.

Our noon, our midnight
our talk and song

We thought that love
would last forever,

but we were wrong.”

DR. SONIA ROSAMOND SALISBURY-MURPHY
February 7, 1935 — December 20, 2021

It is with great sadness that we inform you that Dr. Sonia Salisbury Murphy
died peacefully at home in Halifax, Nova Scotia on December 20, 2021. She

was 86 years of age.

Born in London, England (b. February 7, 1935) to Mary Eleanor Rosamond
and Edward John (Jack) Salisbury, Sonia spent her early childhood with her
much-loved maternal grandmother in Aimonte, Ontario. At the age of 7, she
moved to Montreal to be with her mother and her new husband, Dr. Paul
Weil. It was there that Sonia grew up as the eldest of seven children, living
in a busy house full of humour, intellect and politics. She is remembered by

them as a nurturing big sister.

Sonia knew from an early age that she wanted to become a doctor and with
the encouragement of her father Paul, who would take her on house calls,
pursued a career in medicine despite the many obstacles women faced at that
fime. Indeed, though she was placed in the back of the lowest-performing
science class in high school because she was a girl, she graduated at the
top of her class at McGill School of Medicine. Discouraged from becoming a
surgeon for the same reason, she specialized in endocrinology.

While in medical school, she met the love of her life, Dr. David Murphy, and
for the next 60 years, they were inseparable. In line with her mischievous
sense of humour, Sonia enjoyed teasing David every now and then by
wearing her ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA pin, an award for getting high marks in
Medical School (which David did not receive).

In 1973, Dave's career as a heart surgeon took them to Halifax, Nova Scotia
where Sonia went on to be the only pediatric endocrinologist in the
Maritimes. She was a trailblazer for young women in medicine and had a
significant impact on the lives and work of many people. At her retirement,
her colleagues jokingly presented her with a 12-foot-long scroll listing all
her national and international accomplishments in clinical work, research,
teaching and mentoring. She was awarded multiple recognitions including
the DA Gillis Award for Clinical Excellence and The Distinguished Service
Award from the Canadian Society of Endocrinology and Metabolism, for
whom she served as president. As a Medical Director of the Diabetes Care
Program of NS, she helped to ensure high-quality care for people, especially
children, across the province. She was a consummate clinician, on-call 24
hours a day for the diabetes program, tirelessly caring for her many patients.

But for all her professional accomplishments, Sonia would always say that
her children were her greatest accomplishment. She insisted the family
never miss a dinner together, reinforcing the loving bond she had with her
kids. Sonia (grammy) also cherished the time she had watching her four

grandkids grow up.

Some of Sonia and David's most precious memories were spent as a family
in Kingsburg, Nova Scotia. Sonia loved an early morning skinny-dip in the
pond, and spending the afternoon tending fo her flower and vegetable
gardens. Her kids lovingly called her the "bean-lady”, for the impressive
amount of green beans she harvested each year. Dinner time with Sonia
was always unforgettable when her talents as a host and chef were on full
display, replete with candles, wine, and laughter.

Her family will miss her love, generosity, and kindness; her laugh, hugs and
conversation. She is survived by her siblings Alex Sinclair (Peter Sinclair),
Brockville, ON; Victoria Weil (Peter Cooke), Hudson, PQ; Gregory Weil (Dale
MacCandlish Weil), Montreal; Cecilia Lamothe (Richard Lamothe), Ottawa,
ON; Kathleen Weil (Michael Novak), Montreal; Michael Weil (Judy Weil),
Montreal; children, Luke (Laura Mac Donald), New York; Deirdre (Robert
Kapanen), San Francisco; Matthew (Amil Niazi), Toronto. Her beloved
grandchildren Chloe Kapanen, Callum Kapanen, Sommerset Murphy, and
Oma Murphy. She is predeceased by her husband, David Alton Murphy and

her sister, Antonia Salisbury.

There will be a celebration of her life, along with that of her husband Dave,
in Kingsburg, Nova Scotia on August 13.
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ELIZABETH “BETTY"
HELEN SALSBURY

(née Langman)

It is with heavy hearts we
announce that Befty passed
away on Friday, February 25,
2022 at Kingston Health Sciences
Centre - KGH in her 100th year.
Beloved wife of the late George
Salsbury. Lovingly remembered
by her children Cameron (France)
of Battersea, Allan (Teressa)
of BC, Paul of Toronto, and
Peter (Kimberly) of Clinton;
grandchildren Scoftt (Karen), Marc
(Kendra) Callum, and Claire; and
great-grandchildren Audrey, Isaac,
Naomi, and David. Predeceased
by her sister Marion (Arthur)
Meddings and parents Arthur and
Ellen Langman.

A special thank you for the
wonderful care she received at
both the Rosewood Retfirement
Residence and from the nurses
and staff at the Kingston Health
Sciences Centre. Your care for
Mom was greatly appreciated.

A private family service and
interment have taken place.
A Celebration of Life Service is
planned for Saturday, April 30,
2022 at m1:00 a.m. at the Wartman
Funeral Home - Napanee, with a
Reception fo follow.

Friends desiring may confribute
to the Alzheimer Society or
UHKF - KGH in memory of Betty.
Online condolences and donations
may be made under Betty's obit at
www.wartmanfuneralhomes.com.

BOB SAUNDERS
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On Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at
Sunnybrook Hospital. Bob
Saunders, beloved husband of
Judy. Loving father and father-in-
law of Michael and Sibel, and
Stuart. Dear brother and brother-
in-law of Arnold and the late
Libby Naiman, Roberta Huber,
and Arlene and Mitch Goniprow.
Devoted grandfather of Daniel,
and Austin. At Benjamin's Park
Memorial Chapel, 2401 Steeles
Avenue West (3 lights west of
Dufferin) for service on Sunday,
March 6, 2022 at 12:00 p.m.
Interment in the Temple Sinai
section of Pardes Shalom
Cemetery. Memorial donations
may be made fo Sunnybroook
Hospital Foundation, Palliative
Care Unit (416) 480- 4483.

DORIS MAY
“DESMAY"” SMITH

Born January 3, 1942 to lIrene
and Cecil Wilkins, and passed
away peacefully in her sleep at
Sunnybrook Hospital on February
22, 2022 in Toronto.

We owe much fo the care
provided by her sister-in-law Nan
Wilkins over the many years of
Desmay'’s illness.

Desmay is survived by her son
Lars Grafstrom, his wife Kristina,
and their children Filippa and
Fabian, who live in Stocksund,
Sweden. Also by her brother Jon
Wilkins and his wife Barbara who
live in Picton, Ontario.

Desmay’s husband, lan (Smith)
passed away in 2017 after a long
battle with cancer.

A Memorial Service will be held
at  Agricola Lutheran Church
on Saturday, April 9, 2022. The
location is 25 Old York Mills Road,
North York, ON, M2P 1Bs.

In lieu of flowers, a donation
can be made to the Canadian
Cancer Society on behalf of
Desmay Smith.
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RONALD SCHOEN
1934 - 2022

Ron was born in 1934 to his
parents Molly and Rudy
Schoen. He passed away
peacefully March, 1, 2022 in
Unionville, Ontario at the age
of 87. He was the only son of
four children.

He leaves to mourn his loss -
dear wife Sheila for 69 years;
four children: Connie, Craig
(Cyndy), Kevin and Judianne;
three grandchildren: Jason
(lvana), Jordan (Amanda),
Jessica (Matt), five great-
grandchildren: Gabriel,
Christopher, Sophia, Cruz and
Ava. He is also survived by his
sisters: Bev and Ruth and
numerous nieces and
nephews.

Ron enjoyed a very successful
career in finance before
retiring at the age of 65.

He was very passionate and
loving towards his entire
Family, always offering to
help when help was needed.
If anyone was ever in need he
was always the first to offer
his help whether it be
through his friendship,
prayers or financially. A very
true loving father, grandfather
and family man who lived for
his family.

He lived life to the fullest
while he was healthy,
travelling the world and
enjoying winters in warmer
climates after his retirement.
Ron also very much enjoyed
golfing during the spring and
summer months with a group
of friends he became very
close to.

His passing will be a great
loss, not only to his family but
to everyone who knew him.

There will be a viewing on
Wednesday March 9, 2022
from 5 - 8 p.m. at Chapel
Ridge, 8911 Woodbine Ave.,
Markham, ON.

A funeral service will be held
on Thursday, March 10, 2022
at 1:30 p.m. at Central United
Church, 139 Main Street,
Unionville, ON.

EILEEN ROSE STOCK

Eileen Rose Stock (née BELL),
aged 88, passed away
surrounded by family in
Toronto on March 2, 2022.
Survived by her loving
husband, David, after 57 years
of marriage. Proud mother of
Gordon (Genny), Elizabeth
(Alistair Shepherd-Cross), and
Janet (Doug Rhude). Much-
loved Grandmother of River,
Forest, Lily, Nicholas,
Lakeland and William.
Visitation on Tuesday, March
8 from 6-8 p.m. af Morley
Bedford Funeral Services, 159
Eglinton Avenue West,
Toronto. Funeral Service will
be at St. Clement’s Church, 70
St. Clements Avenue, Toronto
at m a.m. Wednesday, March
9. Inferment at Mount
Pleasant Cemetery following
the service. Reception to
follow at Morley Bedford.

Morley

Bedford.ca
Online Guest Book
and Condolences
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ELIZABETH STANLEY
1950 — 2022

With great sadness, we announce
the death of Karen Elizabeth
Stanley in Toronto on March 2,
2022, after a brief but arduous
battle with leiomyosarcoma.

Much loved mother of Julia and
Alicia, Karen was predeceased
by her loving parents, Anne and
Stan Stanley; best friend, Daryl
St. John; and dear cat, Foster.
Cherished sister of Marilyn (Al)
and Elaine. Loved and missed
by nieces and nephews: Emma,
Patrick, Hannah, Tess and Jeremy,
as well as best friends, Carolyn
Lumsden and Mickey Rogers.

Karen proudly worked for the
Ontario Ministry of Health, starting
as a clerk and being promoted
through the Ministry to become
a Director. Karen's great passion
was the Arts and Crafts designer
William Morris, and she served
as a dedicated board member
of The William Morris Society
of Canada. She was artistic, a
trailblazer, driven, fearless, and
skilled in home renovations. Her
last major reno project was Julia's
house five years ago, which she
worked on tirelessly. She enjoyed
attending museums, galleries and
musical theatre, loved to read and
was an accomplished gardener.
She despised waste and loved
thrifting as well as restoring
discarded items. In recent years,
Karen discovered a love of dogs
while helping Alicia with her dog-
walking business. She loved to
travel, especially to England and
Cuba. Karen was funny, clever,
compassionate, outspoken and
believed in social justice.

She will be forever missed by
family and friends. Special thanks
to the nurses of Princess Margaret
Hospital17A, especially Trish, Joan,
Grace and Jason. A celebration of
Karen's life will be held at a later
date. If desired, donations may be
made in Karen's memory fo The
William Morris Society of Canada,
the Princess Margaret Cancer
Foundation-Healing Garden, or a
charity of your choice.

CLAIRE STORDY

(née Higgins)
June 19, 1934
February 26, 2022

Claire passed away on February
26, 2022, with family by her side.

She is survived by her loving
husband of 66 years, Stan; her
siblings Linda (Patrick) Susan, and
Mike (Jane); her children Cleve
(Kim), Andrew, Susan (Andy);
her grandchildren, Cleveland,
Morgan, Owen, Stefanie,
Benjamin and Harry; and her
great-granddaughter Amelia.

Born and brought up in Winnipeg,
Claire was the eldest of her
four siblings.

She graduated from McGill
University in the Faculty of Physio/
Occupational Therapy. While at
McGill, Claire met the man who
would be her most treasured
companion and her true North
Star, Stan. They were wed in 1956
and developed an unbreakable
bond throughout their marriage
of 66 years. They were the apple
of each other’s eyes.

Following  graduation,  Claire
worked at Montreal Children’s
Hospital until the arrival of
Cleve and then Andrew. On the
Completion of Stan's residency,
they moved to Vancouver, where
they welcomed daughter Susan.

Claire was involved in many
activities, including volunteering
at the Vancouver Art Gallery, the
UBC Bofanical Garden (FOGs).
Claire and Stan wintered in
Maui and summered at "The
Alders” on Vancouver Island
where they built their dream
home. This spot became a
focus of activities and cherished
memories for their family.

Claire was a devoted wife, ever
loving mother, grandmother and
great grandmother, an excellent
cook and a superb gardener. Her
friends were many and close.

She lived with dementia for ten
years, the last seven of which
were spent at South Granville
Park Lodge. We cannot begin
to express our gratitude for the
kind, caring, loving aftention she
received from the staff there.

She fought hard to stay in this
world, which is fitting, as she
never wanted to leave a party.
She was a treasure and we will
miss her.

The family would appreciate, in
lieu of flowers, a donation to the
Alzheimer Society.
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TERRI SUBOCH
(née PURPURA)

Evil finally won. After a heroic
32 year battle with the scourge
of  Multiple  Sclerosis,  Terri
succumbed to its ravages, March
1, 2022, two months short of her
s6th birthday. She passed away
peacefully, surrounded by family
while the sounds of her favourite
band Blue Rodeo filled the air.
She was a long-time resident of
Kipling Acres.

Married to Andrew and devoted
mother to the jewels of her life,
Jackson and Sydney; Terri was
predeceased by her mother
Eleanor Ann and father Peter.
Survived by her adoptive mother
Melodee and her sisters Dianne
Wiegand (Bernd), Carol and
Domonique Purpura (Zach). She
was Aunt to many nieces and
nephews and recently twice
became a Great-Aunt.

Terri had a great sense of
adventure and achieved many
firsts. Following in the footsteps
of Grandpa Mann, Terri enlisted
in the Canadian Armed Forces
Reserve, Communications
Battalion, which given her love
of conversation and discussion
was a natural fit. When in the
Reserves, Terri managed fo be the
first soldier of her unit captured
during a war games exercise. She
always maintained that had she
been allowed to keep her makeup
during basic training her capture
could have been avoided with
proper camouflage.

Upon her release from the Forces,
she was the first in her family
to attend university, Canada’s
"Harvard-of-the-North”, also
known as Western (then known
as the University of Western
Ontario). At Western, Terri was a
full participant in university life,
being a full-fledged member of
the Alpha Omicron Pi sorority
where she was to make many life-
long friendships. Her wonderful
experiences at Western University
inspired both Sydney and one
of Terri's nieces, Hayley, to
follow and aftend at Western and
become legacy members of AOII.
It was at a Western Homecoming
that she met her favourite
husband despite having sustained
a very noticeable party wound the
night before.

Post-graduation, Terri worked in
Human Resources, which was a
natural fit given her attributes of
empathy and concern for others,
inter alia. In another first, she
was one of the youngest HR
Managers in MAGNA's history,
working at several plants in the
Decoma arm of that enterprise.
Following MAGNA, Terri worked
at Royal Insurance and ended
her HR career with Rogers
Communications, where she
stayed until her passing.

Diagnosed with MS at age 23, Terri
did not let it control her life. She
continued to work full-time and
travelled extensively. With the
arrival of her cherished son and
daughter, Terri immersed herself
in their lives both at school and
otherwise. She was very proud
of the fact that while working full-
time, and being a devoted mother
to Jackson and Sydney, she was
awarded the PTA “Volunteer
Parent of the Year” award at
Kingsway College School.

Terri's  favourite poem  was
“The Swing” by Robert Louis
Stevenson. Reflecting on her life,
it remains clear why she loved
this poem so much. It was the
little things in life that brought her
so much joy. She loved her kids
and making people happy. She
once told her children, “If you can
make one person laugh each day,
it's been a great day.” She found
a lot of joy in telling funny stories
and holding people accountable
through humour and positivity.
Terri was loved and will be missed
forever by her children, Jackson
and Sydney.

A Celebration of Life will be held
on Monday, March 14, 2022, from
2 p.m. onwards, at Lambton Golf
and Country Club, 100 Scarlett
Road, Toronto. Cremation has
taken place. In Terri's memory,
donations may be made to the
MS Society of Canada, or to
University of Western Ontario
Scholarship Fund. Online
condolences may be made
through www.turnerporter.ca

Turner § Sforter

RALPH EARNEST TIBBLES
July 30, 1932 - February 13, 2022

Ralph passed away on
February 13, 2022 at the age
of 89. He was predeceased by
Marilyn, his wife of 57 years,
in 2013.

Ralph will be sadly missed by
his loving family, including his
children, Lee Anne (Curtis
Olson), Thomas (Adrienne),
and Anthony (Michele); his
grandchildren Pearce, Alana,
Evan and Megan Tibbles,
Celine Wadhera (Aaron
Shapland), Lisa Olson and
Whitney Rippel (Richard
Marquardt) and great-
grandson Grayson. He will be
lovingly remembered by his
partner Marlene Lieskovsky,
sister Norma Joyce, and his
cousin Bill Tibbles.

Ralph was a pioneer of
graphic design in Canada. He
was involved in important
design projects for Maclaren
Advertising, including work
for Canada's Centennial and
the Canada wordmark. He
was Art Director for both
MacLean’s magazine and the
Toronto Star. Ralph then
headed his own graphic
design company for many
years.

Internment is planned for
summer 2022. In lieu of
flowers, please donate to
your favourite charity in
Ralph’s memory.
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BROOKE
PATTISON TOWNSEND

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Brooke
Townsend, age 87, on February
21, 2022. Brooke died peacefully at
home, overlooking the Hamilton
Escarpment, with his family by
his side. Brooke led a healthy and
active lifestyle right up until his
diagnosis of pancreatic cancer in
September 2021.

Brooke was  down-to-earth,
kind, and had an extraordinarily
positive outlook on life. He will
be fondly remembered for his
warm smile, selfless nature,
adventurous spirit, hard-working
ethic, sense of humour, and
always saying 'yes' to being with
his family and friends.

Brooke leaves behind his wife,
Irene Townsend; his four children,
Kirkby, Kimberley (late Brett
Sampson), Trevor, and Deborah;
and their mother, Anne. He
will be greatly missed by his
grandchildren - Kirk, Annie (Ryan
Summerfield), Rory, and Perry
Townsend; Brooke, Charlotte, and
Tess Sampson; Jason and Megan
Townsend; Andrew and Michael
Dudley; step-grandchildren Tyler
Garvey and Lindsey Ballantine;
and predeceased by grandson
Jack Townsend.

Brooke was born on May 1, 1934
in Hamilton, Ontario to Kirkby and
Lena Townsend. He was in the
inaugural Bachelor of Commerce
class at McMaster University,
graduating in  1957.  Affer
graduation, he followed his love
of accounting and management
consulting into a lifelong career
starting with Clarkson Gordon
where he became a CA. His
passion for systems and financing
assignments led him fo Woods
Gordon (now Ernst & Young),
where he was a Partner for 35
years. On refirement in 199,
he joined his good friend, Gary
Christie, at Fastforms and became
its Chairman.

Outside of the office, Brooke
had many interests that filled his
life. He designed and built his
family home and cottage. He
loved the arts, outdoors, hiking,
and boating. There were many
camping adventures to the Rockies
and BC in the family Ford Falcon
station wagon. He was an avid
skier and world traveler, and had
interests ranging from antique cars
to classical music, jazz, theafer,
real estate investment, and
international affairs.

Brooke firmly believed in the
importance of giving back to
his community. He was the
Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Canadian
Institute of International Affairs
and volunteered as Treasurer of
countless organizations including
the  Hamilton  Philharmonic
Orchestra and Canadian College
of Naturopathic Medicine.

Heartfelt appreciation to Dr.
Levine and Dr. Alzahrani at the
Juravinski Cancer Centre, and
Lorraine Viilleneuve who was a
dedicated and compassionate
home care giver. A Celebration
of Life will follow in the spring.
In lieu of flowers, family and
friends wishing to honour Brooke
can contribute to the Alzheimer
Society of Canada, the Hamilton
All Star Jazz Band, the Canadian
Cancer Society, or a charity of
your choice.

CARL VASEY
1937 — 2022

We are saddened to share that
Carl Vasey passed away March 2.
There's no obit long enough to
say how much we loved Carl and
what a wonderful person he was.
Born in the town of Vasey, son of
Elva and Ivan; loving husband to
Susan,; father to David (Jeannine),
Laura (Peter) and Mikel (Jennifer);
brother to Clare; Grandpa to Skye,
Bee, Dylan, Connor, Isabelle, Ella,
Seren and friend to so many.

An all around athlete, he was a
master of the hockey stick, tennis
racquet, golf club and more.
Everyone who knew Carl would say
he was kind, gentle, caring, loving,
funny, always welcoming, helpful,
patient and more. He was a lover of
people, dogs and all furry creatures
(except squirrels), including Bailey,
Murphy and Charlie.

Carl spent his working life as
an educator and principal and
had a BA and Master of Ed. He
was affectionately known as Mr
Fix It and Mr Safety and was a
waterskiing and boat driving
instructor, sometime fisherman,
ATV driver, plumber, carpenter,
dishwasher king.

Carl was a lover of a rum and coke
on the dock at 5 p.m.

He left us suddenly due to a heart
attack and ensuing complications.

A Celebration of Life will be held
at Bear Estate in Collingwood on
March g at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Collingwood
General Marine Hospital.

SUSAN AVERY WESTPHAL

May 13, 1956
March 1, 2022

Daughter, sister, mom, stepmom,
partner, teacher, mentor, and
true blue friend. Happiest when
romping through the woods,
Susan seemed to perpetually
dance and flutter - a force of
nafure. A passionate athlete, she
also loved music, artf, reading,
and travelling fo exotic places.
For over three decades, Susan
taught and inspired youth, first
in First Nations communities
up north, then in Toronfo and
Charlottetown. She lived her
refirement years as an ardent
volunteer, bringing art to Otfawa
seniors and leading creative
writing seminars for educators
in India. Always thoughtful and
kind, Sue embraced life with
a perfect balance of curiosity,
empathy and humour. Donations
honouring her memory may
be made to Child Haven
International  at  childhaven.ca
or Farmers Helping Farmers at
farmershelpingfarmers.ca. A
gathering of family and friends
will fake place at a later date.
Stories and condolences may be
shared at hpmcgarry.ca

Condolences/Tributes/Donations
Hulse, Playfair & McGarry
www.hpmcgarry.ca
613-233-1143
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Legendary cricketer Shane Warne dies at 52

-

Australian star became
a folk hero when he
delivered the ‘Ball of the
Century’ in his first toss
of the 1993 Ashes tour

DENNIS PASSA
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

sidered to be the greatest

bowler in cricket history and
helped Australia win the World
Cup in 1999 among his incredible
career accomplishments, has
died. He was 52.

Fox Sports television, which
employed Warne as a commenta-
tor, quoted a family statement
early Saturday as saying he died of
a suspected heart attack in Koh
Samui, Thailand. Cricket Austra-
lia later confirmed Warne’s death
in a statement.

“Shane was found unrespon-
sive in his villa and despite the
best efforts of medical staff, he
could not be revived,” the Fox
Sports statement said. “The fam-
ily requests privacy at this time
and will provide further details in
due course.”

Police in Thailand said Warne’s
body was transferred to Ko Samui
Hospital for an autopsy. Police
added they did not find any
wounds on Warne’s body.

Known as “Warnie,” he
elevated the art of legspin. After
his 145th and last test in 2007, he
had a world record 708 wickets.
Only Sri Lanka great Muttiah

Shane Warne, who was con-

Australian cricketer Shane Warne had a world record of 708 wickets
when he retired in 2007, only Sri Lanka great Muttiah Muralitharan has
passed that mark. FARJANA K. GODHULY/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Muralitharan has passed him,
with 8oo.

“Spinning was a dying art, real-
ly, till Shane Warne came along,”
cricket commentator Jonathan
Agnew told the BBC.

Warne was also part of five Ash-
es-winning teams against En-
gland and played in 194 one-day
internationals.

Warne made an underwhelm-
ing test debut at the Sydney Crick-
et Ground in 1992 and rose to be-
come a key figure across all for-
mats during one of the greatest
sustained periods of dominance
by any team in world cricket.

He wrote himself into folklore
when he delivered the “Ball of the
Century” with his first toss of the
1993 Ashes tour, bowling Mike
Gatting with a ball that turned

Jepsen: Para skier burst onto
the world stage at age 15

FROM B14

When she tore knee ligaments
for the first time three years lat-
er, she found herself at a cross-
roads. She knew that it would be
a gruelling uphill climb to con-
tinue her Paralympic quest.

“I had to make a choice
whether I wanted to ski race or
walk away from that dream,”
Jepsen says. “I was either going
to have the surgery and do the
rehab that was necessary [to
keep the dream alive] or I
wasn’t.

“It was a tough decision to
make at such a young age, but it
completely changed the course
of my life.”

She decided to have the oper-
ation and train even harder. It
caused her to develop the habits
and work ethic that has allowed
her to become elite.

“After the surgery, I started to
go to the gym and go to physio
and formed relationships with
people who are the reason I am
where I am today,” Jepsen says.
“It was not a fun period, but
when I look back at it, I am super
grateful that it happened be-
cause it shaped who I was going
to be in my life.”

She was born in West Van-
couver and is smart and sunny
and tough as all get-out. Her sto-
ry has always been one of chal-
lenges and courage. Mangled
knee? Fractured ankle? Broken
wrist? No big deal.

“When you look at the num-
ber of injuries in this sport to
young women, the statistics are
just insane,” Jepsen says breezily.
“That’s ski racing for you.”

She grew up participating as
an able-bodied skier and was an
all-star in her age group with the
Whistler Mountain Ski Club. She
continues to ski able-bodied rec-
reationally today while she also
races para alpine. She competes
in the LW6/8-2 Class, which is for
skiers whose movement is affect-
ed to a moderate degree in one
arm or have one arm absent be-
low the elbow.

She has been a member of
Canada’s para alpine team since
she was 15 and burst onto the
world’s stage in a blaze of glory.

The broken ankle at 17 only
seemed to fuel her desire. Nine
months after she resumed train-
ing, she landed on the podium
three times at the para alpine
World Cup final and qualified for
the 2018 Paralympic Games.

In 2018 and 2020 she was cho-
sen the top female para skier at
the Canadian Ski Racing Awards
and in 2018 was also chosen Can-
ada’s top female Paralympian by
the Canadian Paralympic Com-
mittee.

“At 18, I was on the younger
end of the scale then, but I had
extremely high expectations for
myself,” Jepsen says of her first
Paralympics. “I don’t think I ever
vocalized them to any of the
people around me. I knew it was
craziness.

“I had only been on the World
Cup circuit a short time, had
never seen the venue, and didn’t
have an idea of what to expect
but I had a plan and knew exact-
ly what I intended to do. I had no
doubt.”

Now after injury, illness and
turmoil, she is at her second Pa-
ralympic Games.

She hasn’t thought much be-
yond Beijing. She is certainly
young enough and skilled
enough to return a few times
more.

“We’ll see what happens with
everything and we’ll dream,” Jep-
sen says. “At the end of the day I
am here to be happy.”

Jepsen’s motivation

Mollie Jepsen’s previous Para-
lympic Games were about re-
demption and coming back after

an injury.

| have spent the last
four years growing and

learning and training
with the feam and it has
become a family for me.

MOLLIE JEPSEN
PARA SKIER

“I wanted to prove to myself
that I could be as strong as I was
before got hurt, and it was for all
the people who had supported
me,” the para skier said.

“These Paralympics are com-
pletely different. My motivation
comes from the changes I have
seen in myself. I have spent the
last four years growing and
learning and training with the
team and it has become a family
for me. It’s just so much more
beyond being about me now.”

She will compete in Beijing
wearing a helmet custom-paint-
ed for her by the Squamish Na-
tion artist Xwalacktun. She was a
child when she met him as she
practised gymnastics at a com-
munity centre in West Vancouver
at the same time he had paint-
ings on exhibit there.

She reached out to Xwalack-
tun last year and asked if he
would creating a unique design
that included Indigenous sym-
bols. He came up with a painting
that features a Thunderbird,
which represents the Squamish
Nation, and a wolf, which repre-
sents the Tsleil-Waututh Nation.

“There are far too many rea-
sons to count for why I am grate-
ful to have grown up [where I
did], but over the last little while
one of the more prominent rea-
sons is the education I received
about the history and peoples
who occupied the land long be-
fore any settlers arrived,” Jepsen
wrote in a post on Instagram.

“I am honoured wear Xwa-
lacktun’s artwork on my helmet
and to have the opportunity rep-
resent people that have called
the Sea to Sky region home long
before us.”

from well outside leg stump to
clip the off bail.

“It’s one of those wonderful
highlights of the game,” Gatting
said in 2018. “One of those bits of
history that belongs not only to
me but to probably the best leg-
spinner of all time.”

Warne was noted as much for
his life off the field as on it.

He was banned for a year just
before the 2003 World Cup for tak-
ing a prohibited substance, which
he blamed on his mother for giv-
ing him a diuretic to “improve his
appearance.” But he returned in
2004 and in the third Ashes test of
2005 he became thefirstbowlerin
history to take 600 test wickets.

In 1998, the Australian Cricket
Board admitted that Warne and
Mark Waugh were fined for

T e

providing information to an Indi-
an bookmaker during Australia’s
tour of Sri Lanka in 1994.

Warne’s exploits off the field
took their toll on his marriage and
he split from wife, Simone, the
mother of his three children. He
later had a relationship and be-
came engaged to English actress
Liz Hurley in 2010. The pair even-
tually split in 2013.

Born in the outer Melbourne
suburb of Upper Ferntree Gully,
Warne first played representative
cricket when he was granted a
scholarship to Mentone Gram-
mar, representing the University
of Melbourne Club in the Victoria
Cricket Association under-16
Dowling Shield competition.

He then joined the St. Kilda
Cricket Club, near his home sub-
urb of Black Rock. After a stint in
Australian rules football at the St.
Kilda under-19 team in 1988,
where he made the reserve team
and almost turned pro, Warne
went to train at the Australia
Cricket Academy in Adelaide.

He made his professional de-
but in 1991 at Junction Oval in the
match between Victoria and
Western Australia. That same
year, he was selected for Australia
B and toured Zimbabwe, where
he achieved his first five-for.

Warne’s death came only a few
hours after he expressed his sad-
ness and condolences following
the death of another Australian
great, wicketkeeper Rodney
Marsh, from a heart attack.

“Sad to hear the news that Rod
Marsh has passed,” Warne wrote
on Twitter. “He was a legend of
our great game & and inspiration

to so many young boys and girls.
Rod cared deeply about cricket &
gave so much - especially to Aus-
tralia & England players. Sending
lots &lots of love to Ros & the fam-
ily. RIP mate.”

Warne’s death was announced
after play on the first day of the
Pakistan-Australia test in Rawal-
pindi.

“Two legends of our game have
left ustoo soon,” Australia opener
David Warner posted on Twitter.
“I'm lost for words, and this is ex-
tremely sad. My thoughts and
prayers go out to the Marsh and
Warne family.”

India great Sachin Tendulkar
said he was “shocked, stunned &
miserable.”

“Will miss you Warnie,” Ten-
dulkar wrote on Twitter. “There
was never a dull moment with
you around, on or off the field.
Will always treasure our on field
duels & off field banter. You al-
ways had a special place for India
& Indians had a special place for
you. Gone too young!”

West Indies great Brian Lara
echoed Tendulkar.

“Speechless at the moment,”
Lara said. “I literally don’t know
how to sum up this situation. My
friend is gone!! We have lost one
of the Greatest Sportsmen of all
time!! My condolences goes out
to his family. RIP Warnie!! You
will be missed.”

Other than his former wife Si-
mone, Warne leaves his children
Jackson, Brooke and Summer,
mother and father, Bridgette and
Keith, and brother Jason.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mollie Jepsen, seen after skiing to a bronze-medal finish at the Pyeongchang Games, was chosen Canada’s top
female Paralympian in 2018. DAVE HOLLAND/CANADIAN PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE

JEPSEN’S MOTIVATION

Mollie Jepsen's previous Para-
lympic Games were about
redemption and coming back
after an injury.

"I wanted to prove to myself
that | could be as strong as | was
before got hurt, and it was for all
the people who had supported
me,” the para skier said.

“These Paralympics are com-
pletely different. My motivation
comes from the changes | have
seen in myself. | have spent the
last four years growing and
learning and training with the
team and it has become a family
for me. It's just so much more
beyond being about me now.”

She will compete in Beijing
wearing a helmet custom-
painted for her by the Squamish
Nation artist Xwalacktun. She
was a child when she met him
as she practised gymnastics at a
community centre in West
Vancouver at the same time he
had paintings on exhibit there.

She reached out to Xwalack-
tun last year and asked if he
would creating a unique design
that included Indigenous sym-
bols. He came up with a painting
that features a Thunderbird,
which represents the Squamish
Nation, and a wolf, which repre-
sents the Tsleil-Waututh Nation.

"“There are far too many
reasons to count for why | am
grateful to have grown up
[where | did], but over the last
little while one of the more
prominent reasons is the educa-
tion I received about the history
and peoples who occupied the
land long before any settlers
arrived,” Jepsen wrote in a post
on Instagram.

"I am honoured wear Xwalack-
tun'’s artwork on my helmet and
to have the opportunity repre-
sent people that have called the
Sea to Sky region home long
before us.”

MARTY KLINKENBERG
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To understand why Ukraine is under attack today, we need to look
at Russia’s actions over the past 70 years, Michael Ignatieff writes

OPINION

Michael Ignatieff's latest book is
On Consolation: Finding Solace in Dark Times.

s the invasion of Ukraine enters

its second week, a bloody de-

nouement in Kyiv looms ahead.

Even a nuclear war has entered
the domain of the possible. To get our
bearings, to figure out what to do, we need
to understand how we got to this point. As
Isaiah Berlin liked to say, we need to be
able to see the pattern in the carpet.

This war did not begin in 2022. It began
in 2007, with Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s speech to the Munich Security
Conference, refusing to accept the
post-1989 settlement in Europe after the
fall of the Berlin Wall; followed by his in-
vasion of Georgia in 2008; the occupation
of Crimea and the Donbas in 2014. We
failed to see the pattern then. We must see
the pattern now.

To understand why Kyiv is under attack
today, we need to go back to Budapest in
1956, when a national uprising was defeat-
ed by Soviet tanks. Then in 1968, another
movement for national freedom ended
when Soviet tanks entered Prague. After
that came Warsaw in 1981, when a people
who had pioneered the first free trade
union in Eastern Europe were locked
down under martial law. The tanks were
Polish, but the orders to deploy them
came from Moscow.

This story of four Eastern European cap-
itals, all under attack from Russia, over the
past 70 years makes nonsense of the claim
that NATO expansion eastward caused
this crisis. After this history, Eastern Eu-
ropeans understood that if they didn’t
have a NATO security guarantee, they

Paradise lost

Or how a spat over stolen coconuts spawned the world’s obsession with tropical islands

couldn’t keep their democracy. The West
didn’t impose NATO upon Eastern Europe-
ans: They demanded it and we would have
been derelict not to have provided it.

Eastern Europeans have always under-
stood that an authoritarian Russia, whoev-
er rules it, has never tolerated a free state
on its borders. Mr. Putin’s brutality has a
pedigree. He mirrors the brutality of the
czars toward the Poles in the 19th centur
and the brutality of Joseph Stalin toward
his empire’s national minorities. Like his
predecessors, Mr. Putin crushes his foes a
home and abroad. Blaming it all on his de-
monic, even demented personality misses
the deep historical continuity in the use of
Russian power within and beyond its
frontiers.

UKRAINE, 06

MELLISSA FUNG

All refugees need
to be treated with
equal compassion = o2

BRANDON PRESSER

Il oriNniON

Author of The Far Land: 200 Years of
Murder, Mania, and Mutiny in the
South Pacific

the heavens and Earth, and
shortly thereafter came Adam
and Eve, who ruined things for
the rest of us when they were cast
out of Eden - their idyllic garden -
and forced to roam wilderness as

In the beginning, God created

punishment for willfully forfeit-
ing their innocence. We have, ev-
er since, been trying to return to
paradise, only nowadays that
looks something more like the
sandy beach in a Corona beer
commercial than it does a thicket
with a fruit-bearing tree.

So how is it, then, that our In-
stagram feeds have come to ped-
dle turquoise waters and palm-
fringed dunes as our idea of vaca-
tion perfection when there are no
mentions of tropical islands in
the Bible, let alone the entirety of
the Judeo-Christian canon?

ZARQA NAWAZ

Diversity and inclusion
are finally being extended
to the world of terrorism = o3

Sir Thomas More deserves par-
tial credit.

In the early 16th century, the
Oxford-educated scholar and pol-
itician penned Utopia, a philo-
sophical work exploring the epo-
nymous, fictitious island; a flaw-
less society free of lawyers, for ex-
ample, as laws were forged and
obeyed using common sense in-
stead of desperate power plays.
Pure bliss. (Later, More was tried
for high treason and beheaded at
the Tower of London.)

But it wasn’t until 200 years lat-
er - in the mid-18th century - that

PETER H. RUSSELL
Invoking the
Emergencies Act was

pure show business = o3

the notion of tropical islands as
paradise really came into being.
Both the French and British Im-
perial fleets had found Tahiti and
its islands at the bottom of the
world, and in their logs the ex-
plorers detailed an exciting and
upside-down realm relative to
their own back in Europe.

The warm Tahitian sun and
cool lagoon breezes soothed their
sea-addled bodies, and fresh fruit
could be plucked from practically
every branch without care or con-
sequence.

PARADISE, 09

ANNIE RIDOUT
Why being shy
is a virtue,

not a character flaw = os



02 | OPINION

THE GLOBE AND MAIL |

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022

Putin has driven Russia into a cul-de-sac
filled with blood, with no obvious way out

It is impossible to imagine how either side can give in. For the Ukrainians, this is existential.
But it is no less existential for the Russian leader

ANDREW
COYNE

Jl oriNiON

y now it is a commonplace
Bthat, by invading Ukraine,

Vladimir Putin has commit-
ted not only a monstrous crime
but a calamitous error. And like
many commonplaces this is
mostly true.

There can be no doubt the war
is not going as he had planned.
Badly trained, poorly led, indisci-
plined and under-supplied, Rus-
sian forces have made little head-
way in the face of ferocious
Ukrainian opposition. As of
Thursday the invasion had cost
the lives of more than 9,000 Rus-
sian personnel, according to
Ukrainian defence officials. Even
allowing for some degree of exag-
geration, that is an extraordinary
figure: more than half as many
dead in a week as the Soviet
Union lost in 10 years of bloody
fighting in Afghanistan.

And yet, but for Kherson in the
south, no major city had yet fall-
en to the invaders. Ukraine’s air
force, far from being destroyed as
expected, was mostly intact. Its
power grid and communications
networks were still functioning.
Anti-tank missiles and other ad-
vanced weaponry, late to arrive
before the war, are now pouring
into Ukraine from countries
around the world. Worst of all,
from Mr. Putin’s perspective, the
fighting spirit of Ukrainians ap-
pears only to have grown, even
under the most savage Russian
bombardment.

If the war has been a setback to
Mr. Putin’s ambitions, the dete-

rioration in Russia’s strategic po-
sition is a disaster. As much as he
underestimated Ukraine’s re-
solve, he seems also not to have
anticipated how far-reaching the
response from its fellow democ-
racies would be, or how swift: not
only in the supply of weapons,
but in the most devastating suite
of legal, financial and economic
sanctions the world has ever
seen. Mr. Putin’s billionaire cro-
nies face confiscation of their as-
sets abroad, while at The Hague,
war crimes trials are being pre-
pared for Mr. Putin and his lead-
ing advisers.

Politically, the invasion has
succeeded only in galvanizing
opposition to Russia on all sides.
Ukraine, whom Mr. Putin had
hoped to subsume within a new
Russian empire, has never been
more determined to preserve its
independence. NATO, whom he
had hoped to divide, is united
and infused with fresh purpose,
as is the European Union.

Germany, shedding 30 years of
pacifist irresolution, has pledged
a massive defence boost. Hun-
gary, whose Prime Minister had
dallied with Mr. Putin, is on
board. Turkey has closed the Bos-
phorus and the Dardanelles. His-
torically neutral countries, such
as Sweden and Finland, now look
increasingly likely to join NATO.

The same is true elsewhere:
Russia is increasingly isolated, a
pariah state. Business is leaving.
Sporting and cultural ties have
been severed. China, its erstwhile
ally, looks increasingly nervous
at the company it is keeping. In
the U.S., as elsewhere, pro-Putin
demagogues are in retreat. Even
the United Nations was moved to
denounce the invasion, by a mas-

Politically, the invasion
has succeeded only in
galvanizing opposition
to Russia on all sides.
Ukraine, whom
Mr. Putin had hoped to
subsume within a new
Russian empire, has
never been more
determined to preserve
its independence.

sive majority.

Meanwhile in Russia, its econ-
omy collapsing, its streets filled
with protesters, the talk is that
martial law will soon be imposed.
Dissenters face mounting repres-
sion, including the threat of con-
scription to fight in Ukraine.
Many are fleeing the country, in
ironic counterpoint to the flood
of refugees leaving Ukraine. For it
is not only Ukraine Mr. Putin is
destroying, but Russia.

All this, in the space of little
more than a week. The question
is: Where does this go from here?
It is hard to see how it can get any
better for Russia, or for Ukraine.
While the Russians have the
overwhelming advantage in
arms and personnel, the Ukrai-
nians have a number of other
crucial advantages. Their troops
are more motivated. Their pop-
ulation is more united, and in-
creasingly armed. They are de-
fending territory they now hold,
against an attacker that does not
know the terrain nearly as well.
When the fighting moves to the
cities, the numbers of dead will
soar.

And yet, it is impossible to
imagine how either side can give
in. For the Ukrainians, this is ex-
istential: Not only would surren-
der mean the extinction of their
hopes of joining Europe as a free
and independent state, it would
in many cases mean their literal
extinction. But it is no less exist-
ential for Mr. Putin. Defeat, in
such a meaningless cause, at
such a monumental cost, would
leave him exposed and vulnera-
ble. In a thugocracy like Mr. Pu-
tin’s Russia, political careers do
not often end in retirement.

But even a Russian victory,

with whatever brutality it might
be achieved, would not begin to
solve the problems Mr. Putin has
brought upon himself. Indeed, it
is difficult to believe he has
thought this through. It would
take a vastly larger army than the
one Russia has amassed to sub-
due a population of 44 million
people, let alone one so buzzing
with rage as the Ukrainians.

Suppose you could: What do
you do with this pseudo-state, re-
viled by its population, unrecog-
nized by most of the world, now
that you have constructed it?
How do you pay for it, with your
own economy in ruins? How do
you rebuild the commercial and
other ties that had previously
sustained your economy, when
by your actions you have perma-
nently ruptured them?

By invading Ukraine, Mr. Putin
has driven his country into a cul-
de-sac of blood and madness -
one from which there would ap-
pear to be no way out. Three pos-
sible endgames have been sug-
gested. None look promising. In
the first, Ukraine agrees to be par-
titioned, or some such grubby
compromise. It will not happen.
In the second, NATO enters the
war on Ukraine’s side. It does not
dare.

And in the third, Mr. Putin is
toppled from power. This is by far
the most desirable of the three.
But it is hard to see how this
could happen, so entrenched is
his position, and there is very lit-
tle anyone outside Russia can do
to hasten its onset. Only in the
fullness of time, I fear, after Rus-
sia’s condition has become so
dire, its isolation so absolute,
might those around him be des-
perate enough to risk it.

All retugees need to be treated
with equal compassion
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ike everyone else, I have
Lbeen heartbroken  and

dumbstruck by the horrific
news coming out of Ukraine. Lives
have been upended overnight.
Men have taken their families to
the border, saying goodbye, and
then turned around to fight for
their country, unsure whether
they will survive to see their loved
ones again. Civilians - children -
have been killed with increasing
abandon by a madman bent on
erasing their country, their very
being. Parts of beautiful cities
have been turned into rubble. A
population is on edge, awaiting
inevitable violence.

The last time I felt this kind of
sadness and fear was last August,
when the Taliban rolled into
Kabul and took Afghanistan
back under their control. Girls
were no longer able to go to
school. Women were forced to
hide at home. Desperate fam-
ilies had to make their way to
Afghanistan’s chaotic airport
or the border with Pakistan,
totrytoflee theinevitable op-
pression they knew they
facediftheystayed. There was
no fight and no bombs, as the
government quickly capitu-
lated - but there was still so
much fear.

That fear is just as pro-
found today as it was more
than six months ago, as the
Taliban continue to tighten
their rule with vicious tactics
throughout the country.

Last week, the Taliban
stepped up house searches in
what spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid called a “clearance
operation” to round up crimi-
nals and confiscate illegal
weapons, prompting many to
burn books and documents
that might hint at any con-
nection with the West. He
then announced that citizens
who “have no excuse” to
leave the country would be
prevented from doing so,

which would have effectively de-
nied more Afghans from fleeing a
country that is failing econom-
ically and in the middle of a fam-
ine. (He walked back these com-
ments days later, saying that Af-
ghans with the right documents
can still travel out of Afghanis-
tan.)

And last Friday morning - at
about the same time the first Rus-
sian bombs were hitting Ukraine -
the Taliban were executing a
door-to-door search in Kabul, as
part of a “sweep,” targeting for-
mer Afghan government and mil-
itary officials. One of them sent
me adesperate appeal, along with
a video he filmed with his phone
of Taliban roaming up and down
his street: “That’s them in our
neighbourhood. They are looking
for us, ma’am. Please can you help
us.”

The young person who sent me
the video told me he was starting
to lose hope. “It has been now six
months since Afghanistan gov-
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Of the 40,000 refugees
Canada committed
to receiving from
Afghanistan last year,
fewer than 8,000 have
actually been resettled
at this point.

ernment collapsed, every min-
utes of our life is breathing with
tension; we are frightened to
death. We are stranded here not
aware of what will happen to us.
We might die here.”

More than one million Ukrai-
nians have managed to flee to
neighbouring countries since
Russia invaded their country last
week. Afghans, meanwhile, have
few options. Most of the large-
scale evacuation flights hastily ar-
ranged by different groups over
the past six months have slowed
or stopped. Bombs may not be

tearing up their cities, but they
feel certain that death might
come in other ways, should they
be disappeared by the Taliban.
Canada announced it would
prioritize applications for Ukrai-
nians as well as establish new im-
migration measures for those
seeking to reunite with family or
start a new life. According to Im-
migration, Refugees, and Citizen-
ship Canada, the department has
approved nearly 2,000 applica-
tions from Ukrainian nationals
since Jan. 19 of this year. Thou-
sands more will likely apply in the
coming weeks and months, and
this is great news; every one of
them should be welcomed with
the kindness and empathy that
has made this country one of the
most desired destinations in the
world for those fleeing violence.
But we also need to remember
that there are thousands of other
at-risk people still in limbo, wait-
ing desperately for a response to
their applications for resettle-

Police officers patrol after Afghan and Moroccan refugees were threatened by Polish nationalists at the train
station on Tuesday in Przemysl, Poland. OMAR MARQUES/GETTY IMAGES

ment. Of the 40,000 refugees Can-
ada committed to receiving from
Afghanistan last year, fewer than
8,000 have actually been resettled
at this point. Some of those still
waiting wrote to me this week,
wondering if Ukrainian refugees
would be prioritized over them.
They were right to worry, it ap-
pears: on Thursday, Canada’s Im-
migration Minister announced
special new streams specifically
for Ukrainians, with no limit on
the numbers that can apply.
Reading between the lines of
their messages, I know they are
worried about some of the preju-
dices that are already creeping in-
to how we talk about Ukraine and
Afghanistan. They know that
while Ukraine is being referred to
as a Western country, and Kyiv a
European capital, Afghanistan is
seen as a developing country, and
Kabul a foreign capital. A CBS
News correspondent in Ukraine
actually said this explicitly on air
last week: “This isn’t a place, with
all due respect, like Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, that has seen con-
flict raging for decades. This is
a relatively civilized, relative-
ly European ... city,one where
you wouldn’t expect that, or
hope that it’s going to hap-
pen.”

I tell the Afghans that Can-
ada is a big country, and that
Canadians welcome all refu-
gees without prejudice or
preference - but it’s all T can
tell them. No one ever wants
tobearefugee,and the scenes
we are witnessing at Uk-
raine’s borders and train sta-
tions leave no doubt about
how wrenching it is to be
forced to leave one’s home,
life and country, without
knowing whether it will ever
be possible to return. The
leastwe can doisto make sure
they have a safe landing
should they decide to start
over again in our country, to
give them everything they
need to rebuild the lives that
have been ripped from them.

Butwe also need to treat all
refugees equally and compas-
sionately - whether they are
running from Russian bombs
in Ukraine, or Taliban brutal-
ity in Afghanistan.

ELIZABETH RENZETTI WILL RETURN.
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On Feb. 23, 10 days after invoking the Emergencies Act, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, and three ministers announced that the government would end its use. PATRICK DOYLE/REUTERS

FALSE ALARM

We don’t need to wait for the inquiry to know that it was unnecessary for Trudeau and Ford to invoke the Emergencies Act

PETER H. RUSSELL
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Professor emeritus of political
science at the University of Toronto

the Trudeau government ex-

plainsits decision toinvoke the
Emergencies Act. Under Section
63 (1) of the act, once the procla-
mation invoking the act has been
revoked, the governor-general
“shall” within 60 days appoint an
inquiry to be held into “the cir-
cumstances” thatled to the decla-
ration being issued. But even
though the inquiry hasn’t hap-
pened yet, it’s already clear that
the circumstances did not war-
rant an invocation of the act.

Don’t confuse the inquiry with
the parliamentary review, which
isalso called forunder the act. The
review is about how the emergen-
cy powers were used, not about
the circumstances that led to de-
claring an emergency. But the in-
quiry and the review may come
together when both report to Par-
liament.

Flash back a few weeks to early
February, when several hundred
large trucks were blocking the
streets of Ottawa. Did that consti-
tute “a public order emergency”
that “necessitates the taking of
special measures”? What needed
to be done to get the trucks out of
there? The only answer I can think
of is that the Ottawa police would
have had to ask the truckers to
move their vehicles and, if the
drivers refused, then threaten to
remove them by force. Ottawa’s

I twill be interesting to hear how

then-police chief, Peter Sloly, cer-
tainly had the resources to do
that.

Now let’s recall the sequence of
events. On Feb. 11, Ontario Pre-
mier Doug Ford declared an emer-
gency under the Emergency Man-
agement and Civil Protection Act.
On Feb. 14, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau invoked the federal
Emergencies Act. On Feb. 15,
Mr. Sloly resigned. By Feb. 17, the
OPP and RCMP had set up a com-
mand centre with the Ottawa Po-
lice Service. By Feb. 20, the truck
convoy was off the streets of
downtown Ottawa, and 191 peo-
ple had been arrested.

When Mr. Sloly resigned, he
was quoted in the media as say-
ing, “I am confident the Ottawa
Police Service is now in a position
to end the occupation.” It is diffi-
cult to make sense of that state-
ment. The emergency acts, which
had been invoked before he re-
signed, did not give the federal or
provincial governments any new
powersto direct the police to clear
trucks blocking city streets. Gov-
ernments in Canada to which po-
lice are accountable, without any
emergency legislation, can direct
police to do what is necessary to
clear a city of an occupation. Gov-
ernments should not tell police
which people to arrest or charge
or remove. Butin a liberal democ-
racy, the policy of police oper-
ations should be controlled by
democratically elected govern-
ments or agencies accountable to
such governments. Anything
short of that in terms of govern-
ment power to direct the police
would mean we are living in a po-
lice state with police forces inde-

In a liberal democracy,
the policy of police
operations should
be controlled by
democratically elected
governments or
agencies accountable
to such governments.

pendent of government control.

In directing the police, govern-
ment officials should be careful to
ensure that their instructions tell
the police they must protect the
constitutional and common-law
rights of all persons. These rights
include freedom of expression
and freedom of peaceful assemb-
ly under the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. But it
should also be explained to the
police that all Charter rights and
freedoms are “subject only to
reasonable limits prescribed by
law as can be demonstrably justi-
fied in a free and democratic so-
ciety.” It would be unreasonable
to stop a truck from driving
through town and expressing op-
position to vaccine mandates by a
sign on its side. However, it would
be reasonable to prevent trucks
from expressing that sentiment
by clogging the streets with their
parked vehicles.

The instructions from govern-
ment to the Ottawa police should

The ‘freedom convoy, and now Putin, are

ZARQA NAWAZ
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Jameela Green Ruins Everything.

ver the past few weeks, I
O watched the siege of Otta-

wa along with millions of
Canadians. Trucks choked the
downtown, crowds waved giant
Canadian flags, firecrackers went
off at night, men lounged in hot
tubs and hot dogs were grilled on
the BBQ, all against a backdrop of
incessant, deafening honking. It
was like witnessing a block party,
crashed by middle-aged white
men with a penchant for military
fatigues and giving the occasional
sieg heil.

I never thought I'd live to see
the day when words generally as-
cribed to Muslims would be used
to describe white people. I could
hear the incredulousness in re-
porters’ voices, because, for them,
it was the first time the narrative
of who is dangerous was chang-
ing. Iwas incredulous, too: Listen-
ing to flabbergasted news pundits
using phrases such as “radical-
ized,” “domestic terrorists” and
“threat to democracy,” while ex-
pressing fear that they were going
to influence others to destabilize

countries around the world,
shocked and surprised me.

Why? Because diversity and in-
clusion are finally being extended
to the world of terrorism.

Newspapers used to be filled
with stories about radicalized
young Muslims streaminginto Sy-
riatojoin theIslamic State. People
want to believe that Muslims nat-
urally gravitate toward violent
groups, turn to anarchy and try to
destroy democratic institutions.
As Azadeh Moaveni writes in
Guest House for Young Widows, her
seminal book about political
machinations in the Middle East:
“Slowly ISIS became, in the West-
ern imagination, a satanic force
unlike anything civilization had
encountered since it began re-
cording histories of combat with
the Trojan Wars.”

And then Donald Trump was
elected U.S. president. Overnight,
news stories involving Muslim
terrorists were replaced with sto-
ries about QAnon and the Proud
Boys. It was as if our brown fairy
godmother waved her magic
wand and said, “Muslims will no
longer dominate the headlines.”
We had done our time. Media
were breathlessly covering white
men in buzzcuts roasting marsh-
mallows over a burning cross. For
the first time, I could point to
white extremists, such as those
who helped hold Ottawa hostage
for weeks, not to mention the riot-

ers who, a year ago, ransacked
Capitol Hill, leaving five people
dead. White supremacists are
changing the global mythology
that has always pitted people of
colour against the forces of civility
and order. When the media used
words such as “insurrection” and
“occupation,” for the self-de-
scribed “freedom convoy,” T was
astonished.

White supremacists are
changing the global
mythology that has

always pitted people of

colour against the forces
of civility and order.

I've never lived in an era when
white people were watching other
white people behaving badly on a
such an epic scale. They were
making Muslims look good. It’s a
relief because study after study
has shown that terror attacks by
Muslims receive far more atten-
tion than those by non-Muslims,
which in turn fuels Islamophobic
hate crimes. Canadian Muslims
are all too familiar with what hap-
penswith such oversaturated cov-
erage.

In 2017 Alexandre Bissonnette,
a young, radicalized Quebecker,
went on a shooting rampage in
Quebec City’s largest mosque,

have focused primarily on the
trucks, which were making it diffi-
cult for Ottawa residents to pur-
sue their normal daily lives and
were keeping them awake at
night by honking their horns.
Once truckers left their vehicles
voluntarily or by force, the police
should have been instructed to
ensure they had access to legal
counsel. At this point, we do not
know all the details, but we do
know that a few who were
charged have been denied bail
Presumably most who were
charged have been granted bail
and are free, awaiting trial. Let’s
hope the parliamentary review,
which must soon get under way,
will give us more information.
The Emergencies Act certainly
gave extraordinary powers to the
federal government. These in-
clude the power to prohibit any
public assembly that may be rea-
sonably expected to lead to a
breach of the peace, to prohibit
travel to or from any specific place
and to order anyone torender ser-
vices. Notice that these extraor-
dinary powers are to be used to or-
der around ordinary people. Once
invoked, these powers would give
the police the power and respon-
sibility to arrest individuals for
breach of the emergency regula-
tions. While in that sense invok-
ing the Emergencies Act could
have given the police additional
powers and responsibilities, they
were not powers that govern-
ments needed to order the police
to remove trucks from Ottawa
streets. Moreover, so far as we
know, the federal government did
not use the extraordinary powers
available under the act. Govern-

ments do not need emergency
powers to recruit and pay people
to drive the tow trucks needed to
remove trucks illegally blocking
the streets.

Section 20 (1) of the Emergen-
cies Act states that nothing in a
declaration of a public order
emergency derogates from “the
control or direction of the govern-
ment of a province or municipal-
ity over any police force it normal-
ly has the power to control.” This
non-derogation section goes on
to apply it to the federal govern-
ment and its control of the RCMP.
So there you have it - confirma-
tion of government control of po-
lice, with or without an emergen-
cy.

Let me rest my case here. Emer-
gency powers were not necessary
for police to take the actions need-
ed to clear the truck convoy from
the streets of Ottawa. In my view,
the invocation of emergency leg-
islation by Mr. Trudeau and Mr.
Ford was pure show business.
Maybe it was something they had
to do - pour buckets of cold water
over their heads to wake them-
selves up and mobilize public
support.

If T am right, another casualty
of the pandemic is strengthening
public ignorance about policing
in our liberal democracy. The in-
vocation of emergency legislation
may result in the public not ap-
preciating that elected govern-
ments have the power and the re-
sponsibility, without invoking
any emergency legislation, to in-
struct the police to do what is nec-
essary to prevent protesters from
using trucks to clog the streets of
their communities.

making Muslims look good

killing six men. He said in court
that he wanted to save Canadians
from Muslim immigration and
was visibly taken aback when the
interrogating officer mentioned
that he might be charged with ter-
rorism. Just last year, another
white man, 20-year-old Nathaniel
Veltman, hit with his truck a Mus-
lim family taking a walk in Lon-
don, Ont., killing four of its mem-
bers.

I am often asked if I thought
that creating Little Mosque on the
Prairie would help humanize
Muslims. This question has al-
ways rankled me. Muslims are al-
ready human, so why do we need
to prove it?

But it turns out we do. Sohad
Murrar, an assistant professor of
psychology at Governors State
University, organized a study in
which one group of people
watched six episodes of Little
Mosque while another group
watched episodes of Friends. Dr.
Murrar said that those who
watched my show “were a lot
more positive towards Muslims
both on explicitand implicit mea-
sures of prejudice” - results that
remained true weeks afterward.
Unsurprisingly, the control group
that watched Friends showed no
change in bias against Muslims.

This bias plays out in the way
white Ukrainian refugees are be-
ing treated. “These are not the ref-
ugees we are used to,” said Bulgar-

ian Prime Minister Kiril Petkov
earlier this week. “These people
are intelligent, they are educated
people. This is not the refugee
wave we have been used to: peo-
ple whose identity we are not sure
of, people with unclear pasts, peo-
ple who could have been terror-
ists.”

We have seen media reports on
how Black and brown refugees are
being pushed back at border
crossings toleave Ukraine, denied
food and water, and sleeping out-
side in the cold, while white Uk-
rainians are given priority on
trains and buses. This gives cre-
dence to how non-white migrants
are seen as a threat. The hashtag
# AfricansinUkraine and social-
media handles such as @black-
peopleinukraine have sprung up
to highlight these double stan-
dards.

As pundits talk about the dan-
gerous rise of white nationalism
in Canada, and how Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s invasion
has destabilized the world in a
way that no other conflict has
threatened to do in recent memo-
ry,Thope thisis an opportunity for
people to reflect on how Muslim
people have been treated. My
greatest hope is that despite the
differences in colour and faith, we
begin to see each other as people
deserving full and complete hu-
manity, willing to give everyone
the refuge and support they need.
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T'HE FOG OF WAR

Scrolling through social media with a heavy heart, 'm confronted with an uncomfortable
reality: The chaos in the online sphere mirrors the actual chaos on the battlefield
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uring my time in the early

days of Task Force Kandahar

in southern Afghanistan, a ru-

mour circulated about a dead-
ly Chechnyan sniper picking off coali-
tion soldiers on convoys to remote for-
ward operating bases. The story passed
from soldier to soldier and the feeling of
that rumour - the pricking of skin, the
clenching of my stomach - remains
with me still.

Similar stories have been picking up
speed in Ukraine since Russia’s inva-
sion, but through a different grapevine:
Twitter. One user states that a certain
Ukrainian sniper “has slaughtered 23
Russian soldiers” and “is our hero.” As I
write, this unverified statement has
been retweeted 9o times and received
almost 1,000 likes. Welcome to the dig-
ital quagmire of modern warfare.

Under normal circumstances, the in-
ternet is a firehose of information - a
river of surplus images, opinions and
factoids. And during times of war, it’s
more like the burning river Phlegethon
in Greek mythology, where the water —
and everything in it - is aflame and in-
flamed. For outside observers of the
conflict, how do we separate the truth
from the fake or superfluous? How, dur-
ing times of war, do we responsibly en-
gage with information when there is so
much of it?

Over the past week, I experienced
digital whiplash as I followed the online
attempts at meaning-making in a war
that feels both anachronistic and im-
possibly modern. I am far from alone in
being both transfixed and horrified by
what is going on in Ukraine. This is the
first war I have watched primarily on-
line, by computer and phone, as I no
longer own a television. And as I scroll
through social media, heartsick and
heavy about the loss of life and the dis-
placement of civilians, I am confronted
with an uncomfortable reality: The
chaos in the digital sphere mirrors the
actual chaos of war.

It felt like my experience in Afghan-
istan, where I absorbed overwhelming
stimuli on the battlefield, but knew on-
ly a very limited context. In our strange
new reality, memes exist alongside the
very real horror of civilians dying. In
one TikTok video, a Ukrainian woman
with a humorous personality joyrides a
stolen or abandoned Russian tank. Mu-
nitions explode across the Kyiv skyline
as Ukrainian influencers dance in bath-
robes.

For those of us who watched the Per-
sian Gulf war in the living rooms of our
childhoods, the television and radio
were primary sources of information.
Even the early days of the American in-
vasion of Afghanistan or Iraq were not
primarily online. But for the war in Uk-
raine, the videos and stories and pic-
tures and commentary appear online
and are broadly disseminated before
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The internet is a contested
space, used by both
Ukrainian and Russian forces
to wage the war on public
opinion, though the Western
world seems almost
unanimous in its support of
Ukraine - as it should be.

fact-checkers can verify them or gov-
ernments or NGOs can claim or contex-
tualize them.

The internet is a contested space,
used by both Ukrainian and Russian
forces to wage the war on public opin-
ion, though the Western world seems
almost unanimous in its support of Uk-
raine - as it should be. This digital space
is also inhabited by the opportunistic,
the predatory, the opinionated, the cu-
rious and the grieving. Search the hash-
tag #Kyiv on Instagram and you will see
photos of charred wreckage, wounded
civilians, dead combatants, rippling Uk-
rainian flags, religious icons updated
with anti-tank weapons, fresh-faced
soldiers posing with rifles, models tak-
ing selfies and random photos of food.

A host of competing human voices
and bots is searching for narrative su-
premacy. People are searching for sym-
bols. And as everyone knows, the power
of stories and symbols is primal and ter-
rifying - enough to end a war or start or
continue one, to raise the morale of be-
sieged Ukrainians or break the spirit of
invading Russians.

Take, for example, the story of the
“Ghost of Kyiv,” the disputed but al-
ready potent myth of a Ukrainian Fight-
er pilot who, in a far older and vastly in-
ferior jet, supposedly shot down six
Russian planes and became the first Eu-
ropean flying ace since the Second
World War. Early in the invasion, this
story was trending on Twitter and was
even boosted by the official account of
Ukraine: “People call him the Ghost of
Kyiv. And rightly so - this UAF ace dom-
inates the skies over our capital and
country, and has already become a
nightmare for invading Russian air-
crafts.”

Fact-checkers have since concluded
that some of the footage of the flying
plane was taken from a video game,
Digital Combat Simulator. But the idea is
more powerful than reality - what the
Vietnam veteran and novelist Tim
O’Brien calls the “happeningness” of
the situation. As the YouTuber who cre-
ated some of the digital footage states,
“If he is real, may God be with him; if he
is fake, I pray for more like ‘him. ”

Vulnerable Ukrainians are searching
for hope in difficult days. Real and
imagined tales of heroism sustain and
fuel their struggle. A former television
comedian becomes a brave leader of
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the Ukrainian nation at war: true. A for-
mer heavyweight boxing champion of
the world becomes the defiant mayor of
Kyiv, urging his fellow citizens to fight:
true. The Ghost of Kyiv patrols the skies
like an avenging angel, taking down the
Russian invaders: understandably par-
tisan and probably false, the sort of in-
formation we should avoid sharing
without proper context. Online misin-
formation is rampant, though corpora-
tions such as Facebook and Twitter are
finally moving to censor state-spon-
sored Russian media outlets, which are
arguably among the world’s worst per-
petrators of online misinformation.

And as Ukrainian citizens arm them-
selves with rifles and Molotov cocktails,
I am disturbed by the almost gleeful de-
light exhibited by some in my digital
sphere, including the widespread en-
thusiasm for insurgency tactics that
have historically received widespread
condemnation as “barbaric” when uti-
lized by insurgencies in non-Western
countries. For some, the white skin and
blue eyes of the victims in this war
make them more innocent than others
enmeshed in recent conflicts in the
Middle East or Africa. Since 9/11, wars
have taken place in locations the West
easily forgets when it no longer has the
appetite to remember: Afghanistan, Ye-
men, Iraq, Syria, Somalia.

The people of Ukraine certainly need
and deserve support, but the world
does not need more photos of soldiers
and civilians posing with rifles, regard-
less of who is doing the posing. The peo-
ple of Ukraine have the right to defend
themselves from violent Russian ag-
gression, but we must not accept as nor-
mal or desirable the violence of war or
the symbols it creates.

The established order of the past 30
years is shaken. Germany just doubled
its defence budget. The former prime
minister of Japan is calling for debate
surrounding the hosting of nuclear
weapons in Japan, a position long con-
sidered anathema. People around the
world are sharing videos of weapons
and soldiers and violence. Can we sup-
port the people of Ukraine without
thirsting for blood and spectacle? Can
we gather information without partici-
pating in digital nationalisms our-
selves? We should instead advocate for
policies with an eye for the vulnerable
and the displaced, regardless of their
race and status, and whose borders they
Cross.

For the Russian soldiers, those who
survive will carry the physical and psy-
chological wounds back to a country al-
ready suffering as a result of reprehen-
sible decisions from autocratic and im-
perialist leaders. For both the Ukrai-
nians and Russians, the orphans and
spouses and families of the dead are al-
ready numerous. They too will also car-
ry these wounds. For the people of Uk-
raine, whether they are displaced by
war, fighting to protect their land or
spread out in the diaspora by the Holo-
domor, we can honour their bravery
and resilience while also lamenting the
cultures of violence that are glorified in
times of war.

Let us not celebrate violence like
spectators at a sporting match, even
against those who seemingly deserve it.
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A web page shows image results for the ‘Ghost of Kyiv.' The story, despite being disputed, has been trending on Twitter
and was even boosted by the official account of Ukraine.

On loving and
hating Russian,
my mother tongue
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natelevised address on Feb. 21, Russian

President Vladimir Putin deemed Uk-

raine as “wholly and fully created by

Russia.” That week Russian state TV
had been running maps showing Ukraine
as a patchwork of territories “gifted” from
Lenin, Stalin, Khrushchev and the Russian
czars. The conclusion to be drawn: Ukraine
hasnever existed, and neverwill. Of course,
this rhetoric is untrue - Ukrainian culture
and language date back to the Middle Ages,
to Kyivan Rus’ - but it isn’t entirely surpris-
ing.

Russian erasure of Ukraine began long
ago, with the (attempted) suppression of
its language. For example, when Bolshevik
forces seized control of Ukraine in 1918,
they executed nationalists in eastern and
central Ukraine, shotlocals for carrying Uk-
rainian-written documents. This is a typi-
cal occupying tactic. Take away a people’s
language, and you thwart their power to or-
ganize in secret, to rebel.

As a result I grew up speaking Russian.
It’s a Ukrainian version of Russian, with its
own accent and idioms, and speaking it
doesn’t automatically signify affiliation
with Russia. Nevertheless I used to be
proud to speak this language. I'd absorbed
it as the more “sophisticated,” “intellec-
tual” language. When I immigrated to Can-
ada as a child, it was my lifeline to family
backin Ukraine, to my childhood summers
at my grandparents’ swampy dacha. I’d al-
so been charmed by the convenience of
getting by in Russian when travelling to
other former Eastern bloc countries. A lin-
gua franca - how efficient, right? One lan-
guage to unite all.

I remember watching Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky’s 2020 New
Year’s address. I stared emptily at my lap-
top screen, my comprehension dimming
in and out. Ukrainian and Russian share
Proto-Slavic origins, some grammatic
structure and
most of the Cy-

rillic alphabet,

but the lan- V:Ihen II fry ké go.ffo
guages are dis- S'€€P, I wonder |
tinct. The two those | love will
languages are survive the night —
or day, for them.

about as simi-
lar as English
and Dutch. (En-
glish and Dutch share a lexical similarity of
63 per cent, while Russian and Ukrainian
share 62 per cent.)

Out of morbid curiosity, I switched to Mr.
Putin’s own New Year’s address. Stone-
faced as ever, he evoked Russia’s past mil-
itary glory. The speech sounded more like a
warning than well wishes, yet I couldn’t
help smiling at his words, how seamlessly
they entered my mind and found their
place. I could feel their shapes in my own
mouth, familiar as childhood candy. I'd
never stepped foot on Russian soil but,
with queasy recognition, I knew what he
wanted me and millions of other Russian
speakers across the globe to feel: the call of
home.

Now I watch Ukraine, my first home, be-
ing bombed. I watch from New Westmin-
ster, B.C., where the crocuses are in full
bloom, as Russian military forces close in
on my relatives in Kyiv and Kherson. My
cousin tells me that the bridge we used to
cross to our family dacha is strewn with sol-
diers’ mangled bodies. When I try to go to
sleep, I wonder if those I love will survive
the night - or day, for them. All this destruc-
tion, under the guise of “protecting” Rus-
sian-speaking Ukrainians from their own
supposedly Nazi government. Such is the
power of linguistic imperialism: a genera-
tion after the fall of the Soviet Union, its in-
fluence still transcends borders, ever ready
to lay claim on those who speak its tongue.

Last week, when our friends in Kyiv re-
sponded to my sister’s frantic texts, saying
that they were about to hide out in a neigh-
bour’s basement, it was the first time they
spoke to us in Ukrainian. A few other
friends in Ukraine and Canada had already
begun making the switch after Mr. Putin’s
“little green men” occupied the Crimea in
2014. I came to Canada at the age of 7, and
the scant Ukrainian I'd been able to absorb
back home has faded away. At last, at 32, I
am pushing myself to (re)learn the lan-
guage, too. The Duolingo owl hunts me day
and night, pinging my phone when I lose
momentum. I can now say, “This is a cat,
not an aunt.” At least, it’s a start.

Lately I've been reflecting on another
imperialist language I speak - that even
more widely spread lingua franca: English.
I think of that pang of discomfort we set-
tlers might feel, in the land now known as
Canada, when we see Indigenous place
names restored. Unfamiliar words stare
back at us from road signs, making us feel
the foreigners, reminding us we didn’t get
here first. We may not admit it aloud, or
even to ourselves, but do we feel threat-
ened, inept? Does it hurt to lose that little
bit of power?

In Odesa, a majority Russian speaking
city, local news reports that residents are
deliberately switching to Ukrainian to
identify and confuse Russian saboteurs.
Kyiv authorities have also called on resi-
dents to keep speaking (or switch to) Uk-
rainian in the streets. The language has be-
come not only a symbol of solidarity, but a
weapon against Russian invaders.
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Author Alissa Kole, near centre in red and blue dress, poses with classmates for a school photo in Odesa, Ukraine, in 1988. COURTESY ALISSA KOLE

The day I became Ukrainian

For the first time in more than 40 years I feel connected to my birthplace — not out of pity, or hate or sadness, but out of pride
in the freedom that my country and its people have epitomized since we left the Soviet Union, writes Alissa Kole
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n Feb. 24, Iwoke up feeling
O queasy and hungover, not

from a late-night drinking
session but from overconsump-
tion of news. Even before getting
out of bed Ireached for my phone
and typed “Ukraine” in the
browser, stumbling on a Ukrai-
nian website in Russian with real-
time news: the bombings, the
tanks, the airplanes. Vladimir Pu-
tin had just launched his “special
military operation.” Yet what
struck me most was the silence of
world leaders, who should al-
ready have been not only speak-
ing but acting against Mr. Putin’s
impunity.

As the headlines rolled down
uninterrupted, pitiless as Mr. Pu-
tin’s regime, I saw my childhood
unfolding in the seemingly end-
less, stifling Soviet Union, of
which Ukraine was at the time a
republic. Despite still living there,
I had not noticed the dissolution
of the Soviet regime, nor, after we
left, the successive changes of
governments and the unnerving
- for Mr. Putin at least - march
away from “Mother Russia.” I had
not noticed that it had become a
different country since I, as a 15-
year-old, boarded a train from
Odesa to Kyiv and then a plane to
Toronto, never to return.

Truth be told, since we left
Ukraine in 1995, four years after
the unmaking of the Soviet
Union, I had erased that country
from my consciousness: its bor-
ders, its language and, with them,
my childhood. I had erased my
childhood there, in the Black Sea
port city of Odesa established by
Catherine the Great, in a 322-
square-foot apartment with my
parents and grandparents, who
had miraculously survived the
Holocaust but whose parents
were not all as fortunate. I had
erased the endless lines for sau-
sages and bread, the recital of
anti-American propaganda in
history classes, the suffocating
trams that delivered me from the
obedience of school to ballet
classes to home.

Airless conformism was never
for me. I was the girl who showed
up for a class photo in a red and
blue dress while everyone else
came in the prescribed school
uniform. And today, just as that
day when I refused to comply
with instructions, I'd like to raise
my voice with those who scream
on behalf of Ukraine. It is actually
not even my voice that should be
heard but the voices of people liv-
ing in that country, which since I
left, has become free of that air-
less conformism that Mr. Putin
stands for.

The Soviet Union may have
disintegrated, but its apparatus

has endured. It is Botoxed, face-
lifted and dressed in Italian-cut,
fine-wool suits, but it is still at the
core the same politburo, except -
having survived a permutation to
capitalism from communism - it
has become, as a virus, more
agile.

In addition to controlled
media and militia, it has, at its
flank, the commitment of the Or-
thodox Church and European de-
pendency on energy imports.
Ukraine, meanwhile, has been a
thorn in its domestic toe. Mr. Pu-
tin has been saying so publicly for
a number of years now.

He wants to take back Ukraine
—all of it - as if it is a toy that has
been denied to him for too long.
At the very least, he wants Uk-
raine compliant like Belarus,
which performs poorly on all
counts: human rights, corrup-
tion, freedom of speech. And to
do so, he no longer even needs an
ideological pretext - Bolshevism,
communism, proletarianism, an-
ti-communism - for this is not a
war of information or misinfor-
mation. Mr. Putin has the power
to wreak havoc in Ukraine with
impunity and does not need to
convince anyone of the necessity
of this war, does not need to mo-
bilize popular opinion, does need
to calm any opponents. There
aren’t any.

If there is any doubt about it,
the comical scene that unfolded
when he summoned the oli-
garchs to the Kremlin - all
masked and at respectable dis-
tance from each other and doz-
ens of metres away from “the
Leader” - to tell them that this
war was necessary for Russia’s se-
curity, is an obvious proof. Pre-
dictably, there, too, all we heard
was silence. The stock exchange
might have lost 30 per cent of its
valuation on the first day of the
war, and the oligarchs’ money is
being frozen abroad, but none of
them dared to whisper a word.

Single-handedly, Mr. Putin is
redoing and undoing history,
completely unopposed.

Meanwhile, the cost of lives on
both sides - which no one in the
Kremlin cares about - is already
staggering and will be even more
so. Russian conscripts want to
fight this war no more than my
father did in 1980, the year I was
born, when he was picked up at
home and sent to Afghanistan.
And let us not forget that the Sec-
ond World War was won on the
back of 27 million Soviet lives, an
expansive and expensive gesture
that allowed the allies to dom-
inate the Nazis. Without it,
history would have been written
with a different ink; maybe the
European continent would not
look as it does.

And now, the tables of history
have turned, and Mr. Putin is call-
ing for a “de-Nazification of
Ukraine,” a country that lost
eight million in the same war and
is now led by a Jewish President
who speaks fluent Russian. At the
same time, the Russian army has

It is as animalistic as
that sorrow that rises in
me for the country |
never considered my
homeland, of which |
never held a passport,
and which | have often
avoided mentioning as
my place of birth. But it
was.

just destroyed Babi Yar, a Holo-
caust remembrance site. What
Mr. Putin really wants is Ukraine
under the fold of Russia - and,
sadly, that might be what he will
get, even if it is obvious that he
will not be able to hold on to it. It
is difficult for me to admit this,
but not to do so at this point
would be naive.

The day before the war started,
I called Mila, a dear friend living
in Kyiv who had visited me only a
few months ago. I told her in no
uncertain terms to pack her bags
and leave. She hesitated on ac-
count of her family, the garden
she had invested years in growing
and, finally, her faith in a peace
that we were both afraid would
not hold.

“If he invades, it will be a third
world war,” she countered to my
insistence that she stay with me
for a few weeks. As she was driv-
ing for three days trying to get to
the Polish border from Kyiv, we
both knew she was mistaken.
This will not be the Third World
War, as other countries are weary
of intervening directly.

I am nauseous (mne toshnit), I
wrote to her in Russian as she was
driving away from Kyiv with her
son and two dogs in the back seat.
The Russian word for nausea
does not quite translate to En-
glish. It is not about being nau-
seous when you think you might
vomit but about that specific mo-
ment when you want to but can-
not. It conjures Edvard Munch’s
The Scream or maybe a Chagall
piece I saw in New York where he
sought to describe the horror of
the Holocaust.

Almost 8o years of peace in Eu-
rope - apart, of course, from the
bloody Balkan conflict - disap-
peared in one day. Hashtags reit-
erating Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky’s three key de-
mands - #BanRussiaFromSwift,
#CloseTheSky, #SendNATO-
ToUkraine - are flooding the in-
ternet as Russian tanks are flood-
ing Ukraine. Looking at those
hashtags spring up all over like
the mushrooms my friend Mila
loved to pick in the forest around
Kyiv after the rain, I cannot help
but think of The Scream.

And so, still in bed, news sto-
ries about Ukraine roll down my
screen as tears roll down my face.
I do not speak Ukrainian, but you
do not need to when you listen to
Mr. Zelensky’s pleas. He is 44,
three years older than me. He
knows his days are likely num-
bered, same as those of his family,
and still he seems fearless. Listen-
ing to him is like listening to the
Beatles or Leonard Cohen, or per-
haps, Asaf Avidan or Dhafer Yous-
sef: You don’t really need to un-
derstand the words.

It is not intellectual, it is ani-
malistic. It is as animalistic as that
sorrow that rises in me for the
country I never considered my
homeland, of which I never held
a passport, and which I have of-
ten avoided mentioning as my
place of birth. But it was. And

today, for the first time in more
than 40 years, I feel Ukrainian -
not out of pity, or hate or sadness,
but out of pride in the freedom
that Ukraine and its people have
epitomized since we left the Sovi-
et Union.

And as I write these words, my
vision blurs, as if that freedom is
receding with the waves of the
Black Sea. Among the many
headlines flashing on my phone
is a report that dynamite was laid
on the beaches near Odesa to pre-
vent Russian soldiers from arriv-
ing from the sea, accompanied by
a warning not to go to the beach.
Reading this notice, I hoped it
was an attempt at Odesans’ fa-
mous sense of humour.

I'was grateful for it, just as Iwas
grateful for my cousin Sasha writ-
ing from Odesa this morning to
tell me that his cat has been
sleeping in his armchair all day,
and that judging by her calmness
everything will be fine. T hope it
will be, but Iam not sure.Iam not
sure at all that old Odesan hu-
mour will be able to resist Mr. Pu-
tin’s tyranny. I am not sure that
many in Odesa, a vibrant city that
has produced dozens of writers
and intellectuals, are laughing to-
day. I am not sure its Jews, once
amounting to half its population,
are feeling safe.

And indeed, skimming the
headlines, I came across an arti-
cle describing how a rabbi in Ode-
sa has made contingency plans to
smuggle the remaining 3,000
Jews though old Second World
War bomb shelters. I swallowed
hard at one sentence: “The direc-
tor of Odesa’s Holocaust museum
said he was taking first aid cours-
es and learning how to shoot a
gun.” The director of a Holocau